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SOUvJJg  aUO  AiiAHaA 

nuunda's  uuflo  it)  ao^  jprti  b.iooiai  oast  of  tine  oit>ur  factory*  on  a 
narrow  ,Urt  ai^oy  lined  with  unyainbsd  fnsae  s/iooks,  A  group  of  uniidron 
•  laying  .  ivrui.es  in  t»&  surd  luoiuuleB  blondes*  dor.:  o-tinfl,  mid  llo&roea, 
ihoy  no  flMM0  Ul9  A  iloo*:  9$  9*$  tfNMk  HMgf!  flNIA  MNf  o.-r  >|lg>Ciitllm  * 

vs  euw,ri  as  W*>  our  stops  they  gather  around  it*  oiiiah  upon  front 
end  roar  iM.-.joro,  ud  the  riming  boarda.  A*r’t,  stout,  t»nd  aulii ng,  Luanda 
uii-uto  to  U10  children  and  <*_.  .«e  out  to  uro©t  us,  de  hags  *ay  v.iite  4ibu, 
and  aha  .oo  v  "i^wd# 

*2  cewa  wt.  tir  to  ;..a«t  ycur  buisoand  u  ion. ;  M  cue  toils  ,u.u 
e  outer  the  front  roau  and  sit  in  three  rie  oty  straight  onai.ro. 

Him  oti..uJ?  j-ur  .  **. v.-*e  a  U  bio,  a  jjow  uuto.;*itio-*tttt*.it..  radio*  o**d  two 

ouiondaro, 

"You'12  haw  to  for  ive  our  <  *u  bl©  house**  says  , v  :«nda  ivoiegatioelly, 

Bi  only  pay  turn*  del  lore  a  one.  lor  it,  >ufc  it*a  near  burii|ue,e  job. 
iney're  |d& «.  .in-.  U>  tour  a  ,*ut  of  wsow  old  '6uotj.,u  *•  auuolca»~*Xou 
.ow,  Ujteso  old  house©  are  galled  oeo-  or  two**  cor  relied  siiotgun  snuo;.&,  oo- 
curding  to  how  ,  any  up&rtnentu  they  have,  1  heard  they  er  j  ^oiag  to  build 
■  4c  new  apart  :Kjn.fcs  lor  - e0roos,  uud  .  .«  o-jo  thou  till  raow  into  one  eootion 
oiid  not  bo  sontteiod  a ±1  ovur  like  tliuy  or©  now,  I  don't  ^now  a©  all  of 
thn  1  will  r/ant  to  aov©,  uut  2  guoss  the  Oit„  will  ooad&an  t>«oir  property 
11  they  don't. 


Florida 

ju’itjuo  and  .vr.’iande  _  mSh 

rol  lore 

•hnrl^uo  .jade  all  t  sis  fiirnltur©  out  of  boxes  aad  tliingOj  ho 
t.iooo  bonoiKss  and  thn t  feubio  and  that  otvhinot  and  loo  box,  Ho  ;&de  the  loo 
box  out  of  ting  It  scop s  loo  ^ooci,  too*  anTl^ue  Is  good  11  Ku  bhutg  U> 
eaves  ue  a  lot  of  uoaey*  n  .j  ob  wioka  out  of  old  oar pet  for  the  oil 
atovo*  and  .no  takes  vinegar  uni  v?ino  with  raisins* 

"1  wish  l  had  ruoo  lUfruture*  out  1  don’t  lino  to  tio  in  debt*  1  don’t 
uollovo  1  bu,  t  hg  flu- ;  tore  unless  you  out;  pay  for  it*  -duo  only  thing  ;« 
ovv'o  xaoney  oa  is  that  radio*  It  cost  t  ilrty-nine  dollars  and  fifty  oent& 
and  it  taro  Is  a  one*  It  gets  ail  two  wubau  station** 

wbon»  jooplo  ,  ;o  ahead  and  buy  grotty  things  arid  got  in  debt  v4n m 

they  oen’t  afford  it  and  .  nybo  the  oonpany  tn  jos  It  away  from  thou  and 
t  ten  they  loot-  that  janoy*  ********  SiOt.-JU^  1  iiete  .  ora©  uvm  have 
oolleotor  raon  oaming  to  ay  house  ell  the  tine  bother  i.n,  the  life  out  of 

ae  end  keeping  rno  broke*  X  rattier  buy  good  heel  thy  food  for  * jub  and 

e  few  llttlo  olotiiOB  for  than  to  go  to  school g  it  don’t  uuu©  so  rjuon  dif~ 
foronoo  about  the  furni turo*  1  think  it’s  oust  to  mvo  uad  svoep  a  jltlle 
uoney  eheed  in  ease  there  is  eiokneee  or  anything  11  to  that*  It  don’t 
look.  Hire  we  are  ebie  to  wet  uuoh  ahead*  thou  )u 

•'-hen  Juriijue  lo  ncr.-dng  steady  lie  linos  to  uuy  better  food*  you 
hriovY,  "jo  lii.Ga  to  sou  tire  aiildron  got  hep.:y*  hut  X  any  we  hotter  out  the 
sa.no  food*  good*  out  not  «Atr a— so  we  oun  ...eyto©  aavo  for  w'uen  his  job  stop©** 
several  ehildren  guiiier  in  the  doorvva^  *  staring#  and  a  sell  boy  uojb 
Us  blonds  iia-d  in  end  out  of  another  cl^or  road  in;  to  a  jodroau* 

■Then’s  all  toy  Ids,  -i..uade  says,  "wid  tisiy  ouro  loo^s  litas  trt  traps* 
There  Is  no  use  for  «oe  to  wash  tkoh  la  u.o  aftomoaa  when  Uioy  oorao  houe 


Morl-la 

titfTiqiie  and  .>*>anda  «•£$«* 

roll -loro 

from  oalioe  beeouse  night  they  havo  got  all  dirty  a^uiu.  I  just  leave 
\o  .  alone  till  night  and  wash  t:u'  good  bo  for©  taoy  go  to  bod* 

n<Tiey  jeon  laying  Afblos  wit.*  thooo  aolorod  Ids  noscfc  door,  fijoe© 
oolorod  Ida  aro  nioo  a.iiid?©n;  t*oir  .jothor,  olio  la  a  good  woaan  fraa 
Oeorgla*  I  rather  have  siy  boys  pla^  vdth  tinea  than  4 tin  a  lot  of  other 
Ids  in  tais  nsl^borttooii 

"decides  u»^  four  .Ida  here  X  got  two  £-ji\>  0irls  living  with  ;uy 
oouoin  In  oy  oat*  -1®  ©an  tabs  bettor  o^ro  of  fchesa  there i  o:w»  ain’t  Oot 
10  .i«.a  oi  ao.r  ob i.uit  oioade**, .oa-iod  ruseul  taat  ,gb:iu(,  nis  hand 

around  the  door  is  naaed  Jose,  lid's  five  years  old*  and  the  other  uy*  . 
forioo*  in  eijxt*  .aria  is  .line*  and  aoa*-~sa*f»  ay  is  thirteen* r 

Rosa  .  ’’■£-*  ~ ;-io i  '  o*«u .iM-ii  Lv-~i&i  iS£v*i*»  a  vim noutely  i.uotty 

fuoe,  tuid  i  ttelligoit  brown  eyes*  uio  does  not  buv©  on  any  rouge  or  llp» 
atio  .*  and  bar  ©heap  house-dross  i©  torn  in  uany  places* 

"You  know  what*"  ae-;U9  Aimda*  "Roea*  thirteen  years  old*  is  getting 
ready  to  ^et  oar r led*  Z  wish  X  know  hew  to  tsaook  that  Idea  out  of  her 
head*" 

"Tae  Sionor  X  gat  :aarriod  and  get  awny  firm  hero*  the  better*"  arailoa 

Rosa* 

3  .0*0  an  Italian* '*  auve  -leauddu*  "aid  2  don't  want  no  Italian  uon-»li>» 

law  in  ttie  Jdv.liy.’: 

•ft ell*  you  *#  wall  get  used  to  it*"  says  Rosa.  «j  love  .do Isp 

ti,id  i'.  oi te  arr  '-.i.  *  .10  nottss*  slat  anybody  ©aye*  io'n  a  wary  nice 
Italian.*  le  lias  a  is  tv  oho*  0*  r  rmir*  and  tell*" 

"lie's  ,pt  bxuo  eyes,  *  adds  Aannda* 


ilorida 

■uritjiUS  and  . ,  ^  ua 

toi  *oro 


-4- 


«  Ito  haft  not  1"  dooiarae  hosa*  "ill#  tvrt>  very  light  or own.  X 

GU;Vlt  to  .  v'lO'.V -»«;.*  w  boStt  oXom  tO  d/A  !n 

».1  don’t  ooo  wny  you  oua'v.  .  <arr„  a  aubau  ur  on  '..^rioan-N^aytning 

at  an  Italian* *  says  a-  anda* 

°X  d>  lA'  o  .  arloanat"  admits  Horn*  «•-...«?©  •  hut  I~  oan’i  do  not  ing 
about  It.  ?;.«©  ,  »v  to  ©t  -  -or  loans  ia  to  Us  .  •. Ji-*fcoaod  and  livo  in 

Hyds  -urk  »  ui  1  do  uhab.  1  don’t  mnt  ury  -...ill  ora  o<. ora  fra* 

out  in  tfoo  woods*  either.  Thoy’r©  vdld  neepie.  It'cw  o-n  0nw  potatoes  ia 
i  o  r  ©>  re  a«  \  eoraps  t  s.«sir  ooio. 

"Hisky  is  a  bc*'.utioia-  in  !tev  iork  and  ho  oaeao  down  her©  to  vioit 
his  fejsllv  ior  ti*  holidays*  Us  has  stayed  sc.'  io  ,  no  lias  lost  a  is  job. 
and  now  ;.<*  v«  to  V.-  .y  Inc::  to  lord  a  ....  ot  u  i  .  ■«  roaUtuvaat. 
ito  want a  to  go  book  and  get  a  job  ©fid  t-.'ieu  ©cm  aarry  out  i  vault  him 
to  .-.;arr.  *>  first  and  tul»  mo  with  hid  Wi«»  he  jots*  A  always  wanted  to 

iivo  in  ftow  York." 

•bhe’o  only  -aiov/a  nil  lor  three  woo  .8.*’  mjQ  viands*  oand  says  die 
is  joins  to  .janry  . au*  marriage  is  like  a  lottery;  you  don’t  maw 
v.viotitor  yew  win  or  loss  till  it’s  all  over.  X  .ns  .arrlod  v/.ea  2  was 
thirtee n  yours  ole'!,  just  like  &oea*  T  .nfs.bow  l  ttnsm  oiae’e  too  young  to 
t!dnk  a  out  -getting  ruarriod.  $he  oujftt  to  be  in  school • a 

9 

"That 'a  assorts  Edith* 

*Yoa  t  il'i  .  I  ..•«  t  to  start  book  to  school  no1./.- n  d^annAs  &©oa*  n 
i.o  i»aoA  to  tuo  j:.w)  -.t;'i  rrule  i-iecro  ,7  .id  broil  sir  is  now  Hell  no  1  1 
v*uttldn#t  ctcxt  baot  now  Tor  nethi.fi;  t1 

“Hosa  ourc  ..;.«  G.urt  in  school,  too*0  says  . .sunda.  am  \m4»  all 


- 


_ 


. 

. 


lor Ida 

sprint*®  and  .tasnde  •***«• 

J'jl  lu re 

A ’a  i‘ro;a  top  to  J.ottou—eron  sklpsed  a  rode*  3h©  -.jutt  aoftt»l  :<*voe 
u.jo  had  fainting  s«Uo  and  the  doo  -or  said  aha  had  a  mstk  hearts*  Hut  now 

euo  Oo©8  to  demons  and  over  thing  tv -4  doesn't  eewr  iUint  no  **r©  no  2  think 
olia  uet  ha  all  right  cujA  ou  jht  to  adTT&oh  to  school*  I  uaod  to  Mom  faint** 
in,  ,  spells  ii  ja  -ioua  uefore  2  rae  urried#  out  oinoci  X  bom  laarried  X  ain’t 
had  an,,  at  aii*  jt  dark  like  aa,  wid  Kpt  ah&te  a*  a  diaat  2 
tainted*  (  don’t  •  ^©w  .'hat  ti»t  va—':.  aoiWf  went  to  a  doe tor  for  it* 

"hen  2  mi  i^arrlad  ay  nether-  hadn’t  wwf  told  m  notice.  %  MM  it  l&fbu 
or  not  •  1 :\-j  i  .G  that#  1  vms  ?>.s  ifvv..-cc  ,t  "15  the  -lay  T  v*.ii  urn*  wlmt)  tdm 

Cv 

oso  to  mat  to  talk  about  ti  oeo  things  a&©  mould  look  at  im  and  1  would 
have  t*-  iaaTD  tho  rcou*  x  didn’t  »onorr  •  •>--•&•:.•  a,:. out  '  f>*a  ;ot  to  :v#ia  bnfoios 

— no  wonder  .:  had  oo  ,.any*  ■ ’m  zrA  y%  -lx  .i.Ui  ..md  I 

don’t  want  so  taore*  There  ain’t  no  no©  let  haring  .-’.ids  tasfli  soil  «e 

t?iau  sora©  of  the  things  -.key  need*  Xha  ore  ado  you  hate  iln©  lam  ihure 

la  to  i  vo  thera* 

«i  always  ;-»ad  to  »ane  a  ahaporoaa  o  veryw.  .ox?®*  ,  y  date  had  to  aoi.w  to 
tao  nouso  -io  fitly  and  sit  in  the  living  room  with  tho  fhKily  and  otanpy  on 
go  aver nation*  o  couldn’t  seen  ot  up  and  r.o  -■  -ok  to  ti'io  kite  *.©n  for  a 

drink  of  water  together  j  l  always  i&d  to  go  get  too  Mater  by  lyeolf*  14? 
date  hud  to  leave  at  -aho-tl 4r%»  < -  >;t  7.  vpshHl  tal.Ur^X  to  vmJ,:s  to  th©  duor 
th  iiift)  X  had  to  eay  goodbye  still  sitting  urn*” 

•Cuban  customs  are  oro-r  ffWi"  •*./•  dose.  "2*n  glad  2  wue  b  TO 
in  iCiGrioa,*1 

"X  was  born  in  ey  oat,*  replioa  *i>ianda*  rtX*u  an  ..-rloan  yuot  a© 
siuoh  as  you  ore*  X  :.©  00*30  crewa  Cuban  deaeeot,  but  *«  on©  undred 
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Luriijuo  and  Aatunda  - 

folklore 

poroont  aorlean  aet  fcho  ano," 

•Real  .V  erica-. 1  ;«oslo  oorvuldor  you  u  CSubon*"  rciorta  Uoisa* 

*  bmt  do  I  oaro  wvat  t’noy  oon. titer  ..*a  uo  lony;  -  a  X  ©n  tvn  f  ortoan'r 
ne  .B  andn.  "  oo  yeah,  I*m  an  ,  rioan— ^in*t  I  on  ttoo  wiMV* 

«I  »?e  at  a  Job  In  a  aaftrii nz  too*  **  '  oays  -oao*  ot  the  a 

store  oowinr  room*  .!  .*  -d©  two  doll  ire  and  tmnty-  ?.w  ©emta  last  mo 
but  you  .now  1  an  only  aa  approntloo  loom  in*  *  r&y  trade)  .  will  taa-xo  ;  om 
i;t  ■  ay  eoaa*  Thera  la  a  aupemaor  there  watohlnc  ua  all  the  timv  to  aee 
t  <ut  wo  dot:* t  rest-  acxsetirea  a©  la  In  son©  othnr  part  of  tie  o*top 

v*»  «'u>p  a  niaute,  out  v*hen  •#©  see  hln  oerainft  we  h&es  to  etnrt  wording;  <iulo.> 
he  looks  part  of  our  pay*  The  only  way  1  eon  get  ©■  at  i©  i  d 
the  lavatory*  o  W'*t  alio  ol  to  ruy  t  ?ro  mt  a  J.'ov  lo.uten** 

Littlo  Jooo  cnddenly  dashe®  Into  the  xt>o. .  with  a  nib<  or  brill  and 
1  Liny,®  hl.usolf  on  .  •.  ,-anda*®  lap*  *!©  la  purnued  by  u  a  ell,  tt&a*  bow-leg» 
£«d  3irl  v<ho  tearfully  nooneoe  nl*a*  In  ipauinU,  of  atoalii^  hor  boll. 

A.nnda  for*,  .ully  tr  -no  the  ball,  and  returns  it  to  tiie  (Lrl*  Jose  mils 
6troi£©ly» 

"Job© ’a  "oaf  r  d  dunb,  *  Aiaanda  explain©*  ‘‘I  took  him  to  th®  dootoro 
her*  and  they  ®nid  he  me  born  that  way  and  there  man’t  Bath  Ting  tliey 

oould  do,  ' 

**I  ro  ior  a©  dead*  t’w<  deaf  and  dxab  11  jo  that*"  aoiennly  (toolaro® 

aria, 

.nrio  j  ml*  s  o  mtioualy  aero®©  t  o  roots,  and  turns  on  t  c  radio* 
nI  hope  It  isn’t  oi  uroh  uolo, n  ho  any®* 

"here  eot*>e  i=?y  and*  origin,  non* •  axoinv  o  ^c-tanda,  “ive’o  boon 

r- 


iluiidft 

-an^ua  And  .faand® 

fcoi  -MJVO 


co  tho  etora#*  i#  «©U  .0  uO  Lo  about  unty  yaara  old;  i*o  Uu»  a  rat  nr 

nan  to  .0  iUoo#  and  apyoaro  to  bu  V%1U»  aotivo  arid  vlriio# 

•I  don't  a., ok l  „  c.iiidrau* «  oontiauu®  k;«w*cta#  «*4*m  1  go  to  vioifc 
oo  dwOdy  -V  ahllureu  uiui**  ond  sit  duun  and  boauai  cuu-.uoltaa  and 
don't  run  around  hollaring*  'Sixty  don't  always  oak  for  brand  whan  X  go 
olt.iorf  li .,«»  a  loo  of  kX<U>  do# 

"Joa®  oats  auu<iy  oil  day#  it *3  buu  for  .-n  tootu  and  1  uu,  gib  not 
gi  -®  it  to  ilia  out  5*o  orlaa  if  i  don't*  I® 'XX  ta,,a  oil  lino  pennies  you 
v.-Ui  ivo  g  k#  bat  *>  won't  Uuo  uj  nku'Mla  or  dt .103  or  nooning  Ilka  ttfinfe# 

X  guoea  u.y  <0  to  aovur  «.  o  t  uolftinr.  out  bunion  i  .  „io  v/nola  liiaf  no  oust 

t  _ .  yo-.*  *tv>u  4.  •  w *o  o  ily  CiAAvj^,  you  osm  ouy  n  ouj. .»  o ibn# 

lu  .,.,.v.  .a uos  t.-  o.  .a  v.  botu#  a.  . .  w„  n  v^iou  o  uuu-..*©  iio  *a  going 

to  ' .uvo  bo  0--...U  tt  -  id  . v<j  ate  00  um  ioflob  Uuu  situ  tnnre  tor  hours# 

m- 

y:st  to  .00^  ^roi,,  hnvi.jg  to  b  ,0  u  outa*  fcou  try  to  ta  0  hf  .  off  tuo  ioi- 
ict  arid  to  tollers  and  ioXJLora#  ilia  only  me  you  eaa  iuak»  utu  tula®  a  bath 
is  to  ..t  u  bolt  at  id  .  ju.»  ..jut  iioo  you  orw  to  only  aia*n 

**  ^  duo  oaow  vj-.an  *  tut»  off  wy  bait  i  .  «>an  oaainaaa,*  auye  unriguo# 
Igoa-.jifig  lor  tbw  first  ;jUo«  ,!i.  •**;,•  know  1  trout  t.aOM  good  and  buy  tram 
t  dug®  ...  id  Isn't  buy  uysolf  nnt.dtiu#  X  auy  %  vdfa  a  dross  and  tb©  Ida 
la#w  dollar  salts  for  b u’istoA®  and  *>  no  ou,f  notfilng#* 

Rdcso  s-ita  ra  stubcorn*  ,  *indu  000  on#  »®nd  vgut  a  tonpar  ha'a  gpt  t 
'•nan  ha  mats  waot^iing  and  oaa*  iii  .a  on  a  .  loro u.  id  uhuf  it  is#  i*o  wipo 
ff.a<saa  a  lues#  1  aunt  to  aand  -4.  to  aoiiool  a®  o*.-  >n  as  x  o<ui#  1I0  lu*s  a 
good  .io.ui  on  ils#  Ja  *ui  -«cu m  to  v/rit®  aaJ  v/lli  pt  ®lo«ig  Xino*  X  ttiluk# 
’do  woo«  to  oi loo j  and  1^  ..»o  ueii  rojy  40 i#  \on  uatAtid  uoa  ti«a  £iotlonB  HO 


florid* 

«»iTlqUe  and  Anemia  , 

iftfiLidorA 

oos  through  vwien  no  oaios  hoi  o  and  trios  to  toll  a©  wiwt  i©  saw.  ho 
Imitates  onto  lubilos*  all  iurios*  horses*  ov.r  tvlng.  iou  should  so©  hln 
iiitut©  ^.nri  jue  aha  vine  and  . rue  ilng  hi  a  teeth*  ^ 

Jou>  is  sitting  on  the  oo-jeiit  stops*  exploding  oops  with  a  anali 
tuck  diui.ar.  rle  wa tones  the  oa.>©  vury  oaixHUlly  do  he  can  ooe  the  smoke 
a  id  toll  v&en  Lnoy  explode*  he  explodes  tho  last  oon,  looks  around  £br 
sp,.jrovui,  and  -uto  in©  uoad  of  to©  -JH-iaor  in  his  aouth  and  snows  cai  it. 

"jje  is  aiv«jys  chewing  on  son©  Kind  of  Iron,8  ivaandft  ouapiairts,  wt?l- 
vu/s  onewin#.  Vjm  ’.Is  *x)it  buckle  or  so  t  thin,.;  liitu  that.  isook  itovt  he’s  ot 
..a  .-oit  ittutOiOd  a.  ncw-«*v.ith  a  ©ton**atlo. ..  uo  onowe  off  ilia  belt  buekleo 
faster  than  I  eon  oov/  thsra  on. 

"Uo  .you  li  0  grrpeflrutt  jnicov  l%.i  joeing  to  :jl»  you  eta©  onus  of  it 

i  ot  at  t  ho  roiiof  station.  It  axrrioe  on©  int  in  each  c©n*  Grapefruit 
juioe  n.joo  vor:/  good  hrinjj  with  run.  I  jot  o  ns  of  it  ail.  the 
1  st  tins  they  give  m  ilvo  ©a  .3.  I  fixed  sano  of  it  •Uoo  In  .  lasses  fitb 
loo  und  sugar  for  tl©  ids,  but  tnoy  don’t  11 1©  it  and  won’t  drink  it. 
i  o  ;j  lir-o  a*u  «xult*  t  ey  won’t  dr  ism  vno  ,1-1100* 

"The  roiiof  static;'  uoro  (ivoo  away  lots  of  good  things*  Xhay  give 
k©  nio©  oiou  eu  for  ate  ouildrenj  and  tuoy  -in©  us  ©ari  ..©at*  flour,  and 
lots  of  t  an- 0.  it’s  real  goon  aisulf,  too,  and  <©lpo  out  plenty,  1  neurd 
kuxt  Roosovolt  v*vs  olag  to  start  giving  nvM,  lota  ©ore  things  li*ao  that, 
a  d  soil  things  very  own  to  poor  poo  pi©  on  rolioi.  Xt  sure  will  be  00  n- 
uorttil  if  he  toes. 

"food  is  pretty  oaoan  in  Ybor  City— l  ot  dlk  for  ton  oonta  a  quart 
—but  eten  so*  lots  of  people  do  net  here  enough  money  >m  buy  to  eat* 
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I  huso  awn  ©opl©  ,/p  to  the  ;  cut  xur  4  and  usk  for  free  uonupo  for  dogs# 
end  then  or»o'.  t.n  eom  3  and  nabs  aouo  bo  drin’  ;# 

"ioriqua  used  to  nave  a  little  'buokeye*  olgur  footory  of  His 
Ho  had  tr.'wiv©  mot*,  working  for  >dra  at  onto  tiri©*  out  you  now  Jjo  didn't  have 

enough  oapitol  to  lnoop  /ping*  lie  hod  to  buy  m  'ita  afctarlul  fur  cash  t.nd 

/ 

soil  for  orodit,  oo  ho  aoeded  nor©  osoitul  than  io  Hud#  lie  le  ft  gpOd  buni~ 
new  nan  -end  wee  doing  good  with  it  for  .awhile* 

•gy  one  ambition  la  for  :>y  WUs  to  finish  soW&l  and  oitiyb©  em  no  to 
oollo;  •©#  t*s  the  jvln  reason  I  wish  •...ricgio  eeuXd  „©t  started  v&th  his 
cwa  uo.  oyo  uK.ain— >8©  uybe  ho  oould  mko  enough  OKWisgr  to  oenil  t no  boys  to 
nolle,  a#  if  i  .Had  the  a euna  I  sure  would  help  :iia  got  started  i  *  file  am 
inotoJr-  eg  an# 

"3#  did  try  to  sorrow  naaerj  but  tiw  bc./;ns  wouldn't  lend  hin  any  b©» 
onus#  •»  ditto* t  ?u»v©  enough  security#  end  ho  ditto  *t  nur.o  nobody  else  who 
would  lend  hL  i  any#  lo  wants  so  hard  to  start  a  jeyo  of  Uis  own  again* 

that  •*  all  he  *s  living  for,  the  day  he  *in  start  again#  Look  J  i»a  pteksd 
out  tils  i-  sol  fpa  a  outaiogu©.  Ho*  a.  ouvl  11  these  labels  in  ease  ho 
starts  up  again#  I  think  it  wuo  trie  prettiest  oaoj  nobody  sun  uso  this 
label  but  al  l  Weuuso  no  bon  .ht  tt*0  righto  to  It*  It  looks  Ilka  ho  v/ill 
over  be  a:>lo  to  ot  started  a  ;aia#  but  while  there  la  life  there  Is  hope# 
they  say#" 

"Look  all  these  igars  W  ind  Jiis  door#”  soys  lihrigue*  nX  mop 
theu  hid  here  for  a  friend  of  tain©  who  has  a  iittla  buckeye  faotovy.  ill.  ht 
novf,  the  f  irst  of  Lite  year,  t!io  oueto’  is  ohaok$  u  »  on  all  oljurs  and  oollootu 
ior  revenue  stoops  on  tJuan#  33iaa—Ws  r\y  lliand— 4ie  keep  those*  oigajr® 
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him  •»  he  won’t  nave  to  pay  no  revenue#  Shat* a  about  the  only  vxty  lie  is 
able  to  aai®  any  aonoy*  ol&ars  sell  so  ohMp  now# 

"Dieg  hive  ©on®  over  to  St#  Petersburg  to  coll  ecu®  boxes  of  oigara 
to  tii®  tourist#  without  no  etu  50  on  thora#  omotl  oa  ito  goto  low  v4th 
coney#  so  '»  Alai  a  up  extra,  good,  cigars  and  noils  thora  to  tour  i  at  Ilk© 
t  mt;  ''.o  nolle  tiieei  dearer#  but  they  ie  hotter  oi;  nra#  B;,  not  paying  rovo- 
ruo  on  bher.i  tie  tonoy  pretty  go od#  but  that’s  dangerous#*  all  rl.ftti 

you  snow,  he  at  lit  vjalk  up  to  an  officer  or  no  ©thing* 

"Dias  a  ,o  to  l  a  lit®  bi.~  cot  bootleg  cs*  In  tbor  City  Sarin..,  the  ;ro* 
ulbition*  He  had  sixty  thousand  dollars  in  the  bonk  at  ono  tine#  and  row 
ho  no  ::ui»  nothing#  The  otuico  took  it  all  in  finds  mi  bribes  to  ,  ot 
!-‘La  out  of  jail.  Jing  use  to  be  plenty  tough*  Jut  ho *3  getting  ©re  old 
and  soft  vowj  ho  o;\ya  so  ioig  us  so  has  to  oat  and  a  little  xonoy  to  spend 
no  is  coin,  to  enjoy  himself  while  he  is  alive# 

’In  ti»  iuouiry  i  work  in  new*  l  raUae  thirty  oonta  m\  i:  >iur  ut  It’s 
10%  regular  fir/,  ail  too  tJL^o#  the  -Says  what  1©  arc  working  wo  anic  about 
two  dollars  and  thirty  oeatoj  that* a  not  30  bad  a®  a  lot  of  people  makes# 
The  smallest  anoint  t  cay  [jay  in  tho  fan lories  nor#  is  Km  dollars  a  week 
a  id  you  iiavo  to  rnr>.  very  fast  o  ;  account  of  the  m  e-haur  law  m  ing  v«g©s 
-  h#  Unless  you  oua  40Vk  fast  and  good  the  ©ononny  will  fire  you# 

’ T1  io.ro  ain’t  no  you ny  poople-^ueiy  yaun(>*-wo rklng  in  the  factories. 
Hie  dovomanat  won’t  allow  it#  i  few  years  ago  they  found  tuo  boys  working 
wlio  ^nre  seventoen  years  old#  and  they  in  ®  tiw»  boys  quit  tao  factory  an  • 

1  o  buck  to  school#  Tiny  wouldn’t  hue®  boon  h.red  in  the  first  place  if 
t  oy  uda’t  liod  about  their  a  o#  There  is  .-ait©  ft  few  ©motor 3  xtor  Ang 
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in  tivo  i’-utories  ncr.Jj  ..lost  or  t*i®;  ourao  £9asx  dour^A***8' 

’*ioW  i  .  it  L  ’  ii  U«10  -.A-itCOr  nA  til  liiCfcH  vc&^r+ir  ineoruyto 

a  iaada*  Tier  live  do  i'-a?  out  &*>  running  v*ii©r  ain’t  i  ;oo  tdero  yet*“ 

'•  .o  used  uu  -..o  lUt^-rive  doiiuro  a  i«ou,fl  Mirl^ne  uautinuo®*  ;,uut 

o>v  don't  ■■  ■•  '^.  •••  ..aai  .'a  .....  ui  aojttt  oijitoatts  dollars •  I  &JMW  it*® 

because  ;.  -i  ......  /.,,  -- ..  ......  pi  fl  pfiippf  $Mt  tMtt  —  ; ,  HP  t>8|| 

.  a  id  Ci,  ,i<r  iiiA/j  l«..  J  u.  .jJT  AAVO  » *  t»  w-ituU^'  O  iti  -. »Aj i,  ,  «U,  Ui‘3 

j.X  a  L.o..  used  u>j  you.-jj  poopl©  ttJLl  iZMolni,  u?et>u>*«  dl^ura  It*  bCda^ 

«  oi  Lv  4.  o* 

«Ir:  tiic  duju;  u.-iei*  v.o  ..auXg  i‘i±kj»\'ivu  dollars  u  ’wod  u®  didn’t  ki&ve 
lUiAonc*  .ay'®  fdit’o  v4iy  .*>  &ut  ou  ...iuou  pay#  dioa  v#o  use  "to  strike  no 
<  .../.ys  ....♦,*  -at  o..  o. io  ..Avue  no  uru’t  w..>n  n  oro\UAi*  .a  use 

t:.  .  ,o  on  otrl’.jii  ....  uifjiyxui^,  at  .e*.  te.,-  aockIj  you  ..oy  .'bat;  a,nd 

Cuba  ..oal.’.  .  :..d  .■::<  *  ..oAoti  a,,  ilwo  yorc-ont  oi  our  \m,  oe,  to  take  ear©  o£ 
our  .Cai.ditoft  v .  tie  x>  os.  strike*  of  course*  tlx*  people  In  *>.oy  dost  is  oil 
on  relief*  ucw* 

'•idle  -  .  oi  union  as  uo  wuiieilt  to  ue*  .jolbre  we  own  atelhm  novi 

v.o  .hv  to  j3t  ,...r..ii:..;iju  Urns  d«e  Florida  union  ©idle-  .-re,  end  U*oy  ht«.^o  t» 

p-jjr  Iron  o  io  iutli.  u*X  union  o**  lours*  ami  uioj  v^on’t  let  us 

fcUbsa#  lx  s  £0  v  -eud  ui*d  otriLe  u.iyvju^  ;4tofiut  pov>.u salon*  .»  ell  loos 
our  >  tie  in.  ..  .u'.iua  u  >d  tiiero  is  .  lontj  pricer®  to  oar  .,laooa* 

*»i;  .ouewult*  do  10  t-iO  o..,o  .  iu.ua  tiJo^Wiiat  you  v>uXi  jt*»wi«a«— dll* 
t  t*a  ri^.it*  .Uv  sovbit  dun *l  ..;U«j3  it*  .  us  a®  iu  tjrow  jwod*  H©  uoy 

w-J  la  till  ^/it«  *ie  prove  .©  lil^c  tae  'JIG  tii©  my  do  ;>ut  j;ood  asoa  on  the 

Lt  ucr  to-.-Cvl  ®»iu  eiio  Au^ruuo  wourt* 
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®T.iuro  is  a  doted  chop  in  all  tho  oi,  ,ur  factories  in  Ttuapa.  You  ->oo* 
the  footer;  o’vaoro  they  li  3  thw  or  i„  union  -uid  they  ;«]«»  tho  cloned 
siiop  so  nobody  v£*j  Is  not  in  f  of  .  union  cun,  got  u  Job* 

•WX  course  :AOst  <•!'  t!  .  '.«n»  they  11'®  tho  Civ*  out  there  le  nothing 
i.  o y  oia  Jo  a  out  it*  .-leoaaoo  if  they  broad  up  tins  *U?‘  of  L  union  ud  have 
S...O  strike*  tho  faotuTy  awaers*  sheriff*  police*  judges  aud  everybody  lliso 
t.**fc  is  for  the  ...'  of  l  union*  JonUos#  thaws  is  plenty  of  i;sn  vAio  would 
work  the  ikotorios  and  -real  tiio  atrikn* 

8 1  ^4Q3S  you  saw  In  tbs  payors  about  tho  nation^ 1  0*  .-.ioor  of  tho 
x  of  f  cl.  ur.'Ahers*  union  ooisicg  to  Ttvapu  and  mapeikUng  tli©  guiding  oo*a* 
itboa  6 looted  y  tv*  io©;.  i.’.'lu  x%  Vm  auxxittee  was  fc*  i.g  to  ot  t*u# 

..jj.i  to  ...—jo  tho  Civ.  u  doc.  l-rxoi,  hud  a  Io;.w,  fuss  in  the  courts  V/itkl  th© 
atio  J.  of  locT.  TiO  unions  cLeatod  another  guiding  00.-  4  yju© 

funny*  tho  now  Mmlttes  wonted  tho  CIO  Just  00  smah  an  tho  auftpanAod  :  on 
da.  .»t  1  s..  too  .stional  offioer  agreed  to  lot  ti.se  suspended  uau  oo>.« 
book  in  tho  union  if  they  would  pror.il os  not  to  be  dawn  for  «&  year* 

l,Guo  u  4.^-3  t;«  f.u  lwu-  aun  urudod  through  Yoor  City  to  break  up  a 
strike*  fswrybody  Just  jot  their  shot  pus  end  ©one  out  and  sat  on  the 
.  or eh  with  their  QO&f  sad  mtohod  the  pNMft  .  t  sure  ms  *  <£uiet  parade* 
u-.J  it  didn't  -  i£i  vorj  long*  :ian*  it  ms  a  good  thing  the  flan  didn't 
slart  u.  trouble  .  :•  t/scre  .  ro  uxuci  >va  beau  revolution  or  something  over 
.ore  i  fhe  Xlsn  den*t  want  no  talk  of  oauraun5.su  ping  on*  leilhor  do  the 
f no  taro  o  •  oro,  tariff*  .oil  00,  or  Ju>  as*  Tho0  all  work  io0«  ...jot,  just 
11  jo  itfiut* 

*1  read  in  tho  payors  about  tue  5U.ua  pr«redl*jo  ovw  in  Jbhroiuad, 


,  io,  id* 

r ae  u  vi  .w^.iula 
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trying  to  stop  t!ie  oltraa  j..r  «ra*  strie.  nut  It  didn't  do  no  ^ood*  Iho 
iitx'ixit  .•  .c-L:5'  .  m  .  s  .».,•■  ...  —o  „.o  ,  a  ;oro~ 

».jcm  pLop^d  'a- .‘’.11;'..  tUe  *r  v/ue  being  pucjpd  by  notio  iudcAWS*** 

a;  a  they  also  pt  tae  ;;on  an*s  union  to  atop  shipping  i  t*  ^nd  in  h’ew  fork* 
&<*RQ0odp  y&n  doictin^  Ux  fruit  obuuda  in  to*  nr^ot*  'ihnt  nu*  rani  oo- 
_>  oration.* 

*  or  course  t  .oy  v*i«  scry  i-ohy  to  mt  haes  no  d.Uiuof.oat  jud&o  In 
a  .oia  •  Ij  t‘;o  rt  AiXd  net  ^iV9  %\i-  OJHpU'iiea  ci  iajU  4 Lion  t  atop  •$*» 

1 .;•  to  ••  3<  gj. •  uts*  Ultras  is  n  y-:3riefc><.i>le  iPod*  bod  unless 
it  is  •iiidio  i  ^,;  w  ly  it  rets  • .  *.i  t  ie  c.por#  loss  .  o  ©y*  4tU  oi&jura  it 
.is  v  .-ry  differ  t*  *11  t'as  &ot'>rl*i  :  «»s  twuMiftt  oi*  picture  titered  up* 
d  in  ■  jo  ;  .or  .  j  )trl  . ,  V,  cJ  ,  ,vo  1; j  ©igara  to  last  a  iotsg  Lima, 

ie  vfty  t  ;o  oon  ni'iios  win  the  start  nu*  beoaueo  tae  oi^ra  411  .-.^e»y  a 

Ion  .  Ujs*  Tap  ocripaoios  Unva  enough  .  onoy  to'  itold  out  for  years*  wUdiO 
the  workers  do  not  own  h»w  food  for  their  fasailloa*  Zi*  tiio  waylMPi  jutst 
•Uid  oa.'i  ,  to  ifvt  ;.v  to  ey  .ou’.-.i  .i  .  tho  j‘w.’t;  a  ,  o  jL  jr* 

vio  cc-nour  Imy;  i.y  ruuny.  Lvo  .u*.r. ..  at  j  in. .go  apit  lew  so  'things 

would  be  .pore  loti  p  irsj  so  they  v*>uid  got  pore  mm@$  end  not 

haw  to  v.iorfc  so  long*  hut  it  i&  not  working  Ilka.  citbt*'  isote  ...  .« 

tl-.«-;uo».md  «•  »c.*«re  loot  t  .or  0t  ’>9  iru  i  t  .  i  g  .<  .r  ^feoi.orios  Uora  bouutaMi 

tut  -'.x.  TJ-io  .  ..•.•  r  -.r-r^  ®iiy  tue/  no  oa  profit  if  tiiey  poy 

'  :--i  ..  money,  at  ..a  -  L  or  .  •••* 

ano  d  e*  CT  r.c.v.rr  ,  vie  .  .  r  -'.  •*  o-;# 

Oat  ttioy  egy  t  *y  can’t*  and  theft’s  all  tUeare  U  to  it*  Xt»y  mot  to 

-joep  il  the  ;ro  It  for  taomaeleBS* 
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•»Ti*at  law  Is  .wll  tb©  ilttl*  bac  :»y©  £\ctoviae»  too* 

-  jo'^-o  o.  .ere  ai.  rt  ynj  :-.oir  ,i>r&ar»  u>  ^**0  tiro*  x*>v»nfy~Xlvo  oont©  or 
o.>e  dollar  a  lay,  so  uruocs  ti»y  jiat  ojw .^t  fTou  that  law  X  ^uoas  taoy 

,{i'JC  t>/  O  li»  oX  L-  l-v  l? »t.  Ofc • 

;Xao  -  ^ta.lo.  'X  oi'-ioar  of’  tis  .or.uf  uoiou—w.1©  ono  -ac 

Od  O.-.i  vi-i.  .'.O'tat'ta  ...Ui’  ta2* t-  A-  Ota*  t  .  V-a'ta  tj2  taO  jjO  V  ta  jO 

i.aaeu,)  - -a  ,  ^.  ,.  ..  ,.  c . ;  **•  va-  ^•ax*  ....  .w*  .  ■-•  -^-js  fcta.fc  ..  o  bx»  only  &«mmi 

.  :Ckid  .... vt  .jUi/o  ...  ou  xirod’otfa  ^c-t  w>ir  Job*.  V*vok,  out  tiio  1  U;.ia.,  i L, 

...i©  .  </  v  ,.r  .  i  .>  -.,-.ta  w  i-isi-!  i-...-.  dOfUi-^v  — . . ;  b  o  .  b  v >,..:>  -so  ttttd  ooji  tip 

•  itXl  W>  Ai  it-  li%  '&d,t J\-  »■’<  «u  tali.--'  «».  (O^  l’’  a  .. .  .;  ii„o  U.-.t  i-\  tai.lv;  »i\.t  tv*o«V 

,;.XU  v  .  on  J.  v.  oT  Uio  b-envi-iv .  -lit  .uu  *up  ta©  o  'a^vrtio© 

. 

.;U’t  _..b  ..  . .- ;.  -  .  .•  i; ' .... .  .,  ..0  ,  ...»  ...  -  .  .  •  ':  .  oo  ...  .....  t  .  i.-.oo 

,  XA^'  .ta.’.A  *>L  ta  iO  .-J  :0  Jtii  .  <4.  A.  ■  3#-  ’■  fct  a  <1  .  .V’.  0  l.llJlv'*.  L  *  O  *^-taA.  %*  J -  tiij 

.  r  .,...)* 

"ia  oil©  oaa-iiia  ^vrud©  in  13J0  i.i©  Av-Owuiy  »*ud  ft  b©ftuii,  al 

.At  sui  ^ «.  .l  o  i  . iO  »  o  •  -i» >.  .  •  -•-•- .  •  ,-v  ‘.<i  .-r  t.'i,  ,/ta  .  .-a  i'i*n^ud 

oi..  ta  *  j.'  .  I,,  j./id  ai  u,  ii^kt  *- :»’;,or  Ujo  ,r  ac  .at  t»*ul  toi.i  oiib  was 

tatatai  *'.A  •  J  '-tj  4 >  -  4  A  A A  atital>3.  4.V  ..i,'.'.  •■**'  -'£»  ta  *j*-J  i  A’  .  ,a3.  a 

.  ta  ta . tata^'  ta  ta  1  ...  a 

tae  ..Hut**!  -o  .  »».ioo  »/..WioV*n  c.U'i*&  on  Uio 

aall«  it  ’ittiS  ill  tui  Xa  .  .on  uC  it  f*r;  .,bv  .  .  ..Ait  o. a  ..(  ft  *OSt 

.  -t*«  A.«Hi  ail  ta  t  ta.-jv/  on  lie  ,>  a  ta,  o  .  i«y  w....o  on  yoa 

Oo  .c  ....  tata  C’.ta  viV.  Ui  ;i©«  -lilt  ns  :JUV.  cuui  'i.Uflf  ;  ;OtbiU(j 

aiu..0#  a.*cv.  .vad  4  ac  oi  os  all  ftta'ouiiJi  y.  so  tioot.#  .-u  ie  ui*  tiio  SMQ  -ia  XHl 
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us  to  brio,  uiai  a  copy  of  the  pap  or  arid  aaio  cigarettes  unci  wo  did*  Vdien 
we  ot  book  it  was  raining  like  doll  and  the  piokat  li  .as  worn  standing  out 
in  the  rain*  Then  the  yoliaaioa  drove  up  with  two  big  open  truo  j,  mid 
t  ,ey  went  on  the  ship  with  their  bluak Jacks  and  guns  and  arrested  everybody 

and  put  than  in  tho  trunks* 

"They  put  all  thea  r.jon  in  tha.i  truoka  and  they  ms  pnokod  in  just 
liko  aattlo*  T»y  drove  to  the  Jail  standing  up  in  tt\a  trunks  in  tho  rain 
and  singing  all  tho  way*  They  sing  all  kinds  songs  and  say  they  ain’t 

gonna  bo  in  Jail  long* 

•  dl  our  oi gar  unions  took  up  a  aoli  olion  mid  also  went  to  a  loan 
oompany  and  borrowed  rao-ioy  to  pay  the  fines  for  the  etriucro  oo  they  could 
got  out  of  jail*  cent  oigars  and  oigorottos  to  the  jail  for  than  and 

tho  restaurants  in  Ybor  City  cent  good  food  froo  *  The  poll  go  searched  all 
ths  fbod  and  oigarottes  before  tiiey  would  give  it  to  the  non  in  jail*  For 
a  long  tiiio  after  the  man  (Jot  out  of  Jail  all  of  us  cigar  union  non  paid 
ton  oonts  a  week  to  pay  uuok  tho  loan  oaapany  fox'  tho  fin©  aoney*  hut  now 
tho  national  ofxioe  of  tho  Hi  U  is  paying  ue  aH  basic* 

"This  truing  everybody  is  supposed  to  register  for  tiio  aooial  security* 
I  an  going  down  to  register  at  the  Labor  Topple  if  you  want  to  oouo  with  uo*n 
Porloo  uiddonly  beoo  oa  attentive*  ‘•Lot  ia©  go  with  you* H  ho  cays  to 
no*  "and  than  whan  you  leave  dadd,  you  •won* t  liavo  to  ride  baa;;  all  by  your- 
self*" 

•Jrnrt  kid,  huh?"  any*  uiri^uo,  and  ohusos  Perioo  out  of  tho  house* 

do  Lnrlque  and  1  drive  to  tho  Labor  Temple  alone* 

*1  ara  not  sure  about  bow  this  nodal  security  works  yotjj  ho  aayo. 
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"but  I  tiUn^  it  1c  this  v«y»  if  yon  do  not  a  to  work—X  iionn  if  the  fao- 
tory  is  not  open— then  the  fuotory  and  tins  Govorn  iont  have  the  nodal  in- 
4,  ru  ,oo  together  which  t  loy  pay  you  for  about  throo  or  four  uontha.  They 
only  pay  you  a  aortain  perocnt  of  your  average  salary*  X  don’t  mow  tow 
uoh,  but  it  suro  sound®  good,  all  right,  You  oftn’t  ;  ot  anything,  though, 
unlooe  you  resistor,  Everybody  ie  re  -fete ring," 

The  Labor  Tomplo  ie  surrounded  by  a  noisy  crowd  of  smn*  w>n©n,  ohil- 
dren  and  legs*  the  activity  reminds  m  of  typioal  soenes  at  voting 
oil®,  iuiri  iue  tubes  his  piaoe  in  the  lino  of  people  waiting  to  register, 

Jt  though  all  conversation  is  in  Spanish*  I  tour  frequent  interjections  in 
Stilish,  suoh  us  *c  and  "That's  iloe," 

I  do  old©  to  enter  the  building,  and  us  I  tndk  through  the  ontruno© 

I  a m  immediately  approached  by  a  Cuban  atm  who  asksi 

■You  .jorioauo?  You  alga  the  petition  to  lift  the  e^torgu  on  Sjj&Isiy* 
lo  too  a  o  vd  t&ol©  oreote  1  nmr  trio  doorway,  mid  approaches  everyone  who 
enters, 

1  toll  hia  tliut  I  aia  a  amatoor  of  the  daokaonvUX©  bpsaah  of  tto 

•  *, 

odioal  ouroau  mid  forth  vorioan  Qoiaaittee  to  aid  Spanish  Deraooraey,  and 
to  responds  .at  :uslust  leally. 

He  colls  to  a  etooky  Cuban  raw  at  the  drink  stand* 

"This  is  r,  Oihesta,*  to  says,  Klo  is  the  Tmpa  otoiman  of  tto 
Spanish  id  ooa  ditto, 11 

WI  am  pleased  to  meet  you,9  says  Oinesta,  °1  hope  you  vdll  to  here 
for  the  meeting  when  v»  s.  oieor  fcw>  young  litoien  who  are  touring  the  country 

-a 

i  i  a  hftiundod  aii.  U  >noe,*  wno  of  tho  young  ludiee  drove  the  unbalance  itar 


* 


% 


/ 


•# 


Florida 

wuri-.jue  a. id  A-snndft 
folklore 


17. 


loyalist  Spain,  on.:  tho  otter  «\e  a  nuroe.  Tte  Tiuapa  Mlnistorial  lliunoe 
la  going  to  oo-a  >o  >uor  tho  meeting  with  usj  it  will  bo  the  fa  rat  tiro*  in 
this  oountry  that  a  ministerial  alllunoe  has  done  that*  &)&  for  the  first 
ti  io  rro  will  get  the  J^iorioana  in  Tumpa  to  our  mooting*, B 

■Ginoata  juat  returned  iron  ..as'tl'igton  a  few  week*  e|;o#*  explains 
tho  other  nan.  "In  a  few  days  ho  la  going  basic  to  .sahington  again  to  at- 
tond  as  a  do  innate  to  the  Oonf3r©ae  for  feaoo  and  ho  loeraey* " 

"Yea.  I  learn  plenty  in  aauington,"  Sinoeta  say*.  "I  wont  tilth  a 
delegation  to  oak  Oongrea*  son  to  lift  tho  o.  i>urgo  on  Spain*  iien«  vm  got 
a  good  friond  in  dlaudo  i^ppor ;  Pepper*  ne  is  a  good  uy.  Thor©  roe  cvn« 
other  dongreaaman  wio  told  to  uc;  ‘You  are  iron  Florida  &ud  not  ray  oon- 
etituonts,  but  in  „/our  ra^uoat  you  represent  the  majority  of  the  American 
people,  and  so  do  I.*  That  suro  &iia  uo  fool  good. 

"There  ro©  another  Cong  re  aa.mn  who  enidU  *Yoo,  I  will  note  to  lift 
tie  embargo  on  o  ain  this  time.— dut  listen  *  I  mut  you  to  under  stand  tlmt 
it  la  not  I  who  iiuvo  olionged  ray  view*  einoe  I  voted  against  lifting  the  at- 
borgo  laat  year.  It  i©  to©  situation  that  has  ©hanged*'  You  aoe,  h©  didn't 
mat  uo  to  say  that  we  were  right  and  h©  was  wrong,  or  thut  fie  had  swung 

around  to  our  oint  of  viow*  iiunlah,  tho  Lion  Conforenoo*  and  President 

*  «. 

-Ioojo  volt's  8peeo  ioe  suro  are  waling  a  lot  of  people  up* 

"You  should  have  soon  ua  when  w©  wont  into  senator  George 'a  office, 
from  Georgia $  wo  alioet  ;ot  thrown  out.  I  don't  ness  there  hug  boon  a 
upuniard  in  Georgia  ainoe  L>a  Goto  marehod  through* 

"I  loarnod  a  lot  in-  uohl lgton,  all  right*  I  wntoiiod  those  nya 
work  and  I  know  ttere  arc  very  law  real  liberals*  float  of  theta  ore 
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uneducated  and  orookod  politicians  controlled  by  tho  olg  interests, " 

A  young  AO  v»bo  has  boon  standing  behind  Cline  sta,  ii stoning  to  tl» 
conversation  o toys  tty  and  *£ii£pers  cautiously  to  iimt  "Xou  mat  bo  jjofo 
quieter  and  not  talk  too  moh  boatuiao  tije  vjooau  soiling  drinks  at  the  cold 
drink  stand  is  a  ku  Klux  lion  so  you  better  be  oaroftil," 

"I  i»e  past  talking  a  out  the  dpar.ish  Aid  ooaraltto#**  replies  uinoota 
•but  the  kian  don't  Uls  it  so  I  guess  I  ml$it  us  v/ail  bo  careful*— Do  you 
know  Pershing*  who  is  field  representative  for  the  Spanish  comittoe? 
oil*  he  spoke  hero  in  tho  Labor  Temple  not  long  ©go*  Ho  is  very  pood,  all 
riLht,  At  tho  nesting  he  road  a  not©  ho  had  received  at  tiie  hotel  that 
said:  ’Tampa  is  an  unhealthy  plaoo  for  liberals,*  ftor  he  road  tin©  note 
he  said:  '.Vhoovor  v/rote  that  note  should  be  cent  on©  say  big  not  to  aomo 
over  hero  because  Yber  City  is  an  unhealthy  plaos  for  ibooiots.  *  Kvorybody 
laugh j  they  sure  like  Pershing." 

hurlque  approaches,  .saving  duly  registered*  and  nods  to  Qinosta  and 
t  .©  others,  "Give  r:iy  regards  to  our  friend®  in  haokootiviilo,  «  says  Ginoota 
as  I  tell  hin  goodbye.  jon  vie  leave,  X  ae©  ovor  t>io  fr&rit  entrance  u 

large  poctor  labelled: 

&U&ARXTX  1TSI  THE  VICTIM  OF  b /3LD  F  SCXS&  1 

"Tho  a©  v«ro  vary  Intelligent  sons  you  wore  talking  to,"  Jnrique  any  a, 
"Ttiey  ©re  loaders  in  the  unions,  the  newspapers,  tkm  b  anish  4d  Cori  .lttoo, 
and  all  like  that.  AH  tho  union®  aft  .0  I  don't  know  how  may  thousand 
cigars  laid  oigarottoa  to  oond  to  bpain—vj©  stayed  in  the  fuotorioa  and 
work  over  tin©  to  uako  those  tilings  for  A  pain* 

"Tho  Spanish  Aid  aori  ilttoo  has  Kero  one  to  at  nd  by  tho  factory  door 
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ov  iv  .i  .o  wo  got  **'/;  WMI  ttf  t  io  M  k  >-a  1  Jpg ll  «  . |  ($j|  typfti  ,,  ..  g| 

tlio  oi.  oar  aau  writes  the  rooolpte  for  whatavor  jou  give.  It  ic  aluost  like 
bu  ing  bo.itcv,  tlio  way  toe.,  work  it — you  oan  fcmy  a  fiw-oont  yiooa  or  tts 
ti«u«h  aura  t»a  you  want,  living  roooipta  that  \my  nobody  eon  novor  soy  any 
of  the  on©,/  la  aiaaing#  And  they  print  in  fclvo  jpapor  1 4©  rooord  of  hew 
uuoh  ovory  .  iA‘i 

Although  it  la  only  two  o*oiook  in  t-jo  afternoon  whan  wo  return  to 
the  house.  A»ada  ia  already  ©onslderlng  what  she  &  vould  ooou  xov  the 
evening  taul.  union  Is  eaton  at  four  o'utoo,.*  Jx>  ojiplai^.*  that  it  ia 
Oubva  oiatoi  to  oat  at  four,  buouuao  t  at  aiioua  tL  €  to  a loan  it,  x»»  idtoh- 
•n  noforo  night j  and  also,  vfci»;>  they  retire  early,  to©  food  io  thoroughly 
.ideated  be for  a  they  go  to  sleep* 

"what  x*>uld  you  all  11  ©  to  out  for  eppporv  »  one  &sua»  "ae  want  to 
itn  so  at  .ing  you  11. 1  uuu't  .avow  .  ,o  i  a. out  o^klng  <**  orletta  dlnnort." 

*';•«  don't  want  Ai\iorioftn  food,*1  says  filth.  "i'.i  sink  mu  tired  of 
cn‘i-ir.  •.  lorioan  food)  it  hasn't  jut  any  bust©  to  it.  Thftt'a  ©no  reneon  toy 
2  ©me  to  Tmpa*  ou  I  oould  oat  aoi.k©  good  Cuban  food." 

"I  now  a  un  v.ho  uo.il a  Grabs,"  says  Jnri.yuo.  "If  X  oau  Just  find 

•  -  '  • '  .  —  •  •  _  .  •.  ...  .  .  .  . '  ,  .  ..  .,J 

dozen  ornba  for  .  1  ffey  aunts.  Ora-  o  i;U.aa  vnr  good  Quo  >llado.l! 

"  .iy  uuebond  ilka  0n0.a4.adi/.  iV^ibA.cia  no,  ,m  (blaok  U>mo, .  j.urbanaa a 
(hpnniah  ©ana;,  arroa  oon  >jol  to  <rio©  with  oUlu&m)}  he  lies  alj.  kubait 
tiilnga,  pi  nty  hot,"  ,nith  soys. 

*1  uvow,"  ari.juo  aoya*  "  2  «  .u  <oj  u»e  o  .;>a..adt\#  You  know,  t;»  shrlfxp 
all  o.  aiio4  up  and  ooo k  .4ta  loot  umoo  and  than  iry  in  /.do  little  lung 
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rul  a  of  dou4/h«  The  dough  ouokM  oritiy  tuid  you  bite  into  the  goad  hot 
shrimp*  1  think  laaybe  you  U>»  that  ail  right#* 

lio  aurrles  off  to  the  store  to  buj  t h®  nsoeaoury  ingredients*  Uhtm 
ho  returiit  no  wooe  to  the  kitohan  and  oo^ina  preparing  tho  i«wi«  while 
Arandu  ait*  in  tho  front  roua  and  listens  to  the  wdio*  *J  aura  ,  ,ot  mb 
*  good  oook  for  *  juaband*"  aha  ©ays*  "iuiriqua  ouoko  iota  tore  Loiter 
t.Mn  2  io,  and  he  lino  to*  ao  >  *  k  &1  d  to  lot  lia  do  it.  "£ua  osv*  iaoet 
ail  Cuban  ion  is  :ood  ooo.cn* n 

I  ait  in  t.ne  Italian  window  uni  mtoh  iiirigue*  The  entire  tion.ua  is 
aoon  per  coated  with  tne  odor  of  the  ouuoo  mhloh  ho  prepares  by  frying  fino* 
ly  oiwppad  onion*  £nrilo,  nod  rod  popyor*  in  tomato  y  -at©  and  olive 

oii*  .iv  i  ti#»  a-xl.-y  are  boiled*  no  .ail a  nio;a  into  shreds  wj.tn.iu.*  ..1;  ora* 
i.ia  anuos  ia  *  trait  cod  to  ro.iovw  tn©  a;iiaa*  ,  -...rliw*  and  poppers*  and  thon 
ul:-.n  situ  ti-»  shrimp*  Jou< .  nda  of  f  lour*  b  :-lng  powder,  and 
a;(d  portion*  or  snr*ap  ore  caou nod  ia  it*  Hi©  raai^udny  *.r©  t  -o.  ir  ked  in 
v  r  hot  lurd*  and  ©os.»  out  orrayp  nun  f, olden  ure»/&* 

Ho  ha©  a  ;de  a  bar^  ot  of  rice,  whiou  he  strains  and  titan  oboene 
wit(  ti*s  odditior.  of  a  table  a>uonfUi  oi  lard*  Ho  prepare*  a  salad  of 
ciiood  to  au  too  a,  cue..  nor©*  and  iettuoc*  aid  ^-our©  um  it  a  dressing  of 
©••It,  i  eppor*  oiivo  oil  a-.d  vino^ur*  ’to  .  our*  four  lur.  .o  passes  of  haao- 
.*»do  ruisi.i  v:ino*  and  c*  nllor  &ia©soa  for  the  children* 

-u>oono  eaout*  olio"  fro;!  the  front  j.-oroh*  onto r a*  unci  vvaiko  on 
down  tito  iaU*  "This  is  iaa  Laridad  artlnas**  any*  itatusda*  ".lie  is  a 
very  good  friend  to  u*  vdio  vauxIoS  to  iaaet  you*" 

.-•ri  '  ui  is  u  .-.mt  .  loteon  yutu-a  n  ;  *>r  .  ic.  v  rt  .1  ht. 
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her  owo»  lar  o  and  dark,  ivnd  her  hair  naturally  waved.  u:»  ra  min#  a  low 
4nat«i|  laughing  and  Joking  in  dpaniah.  -  when  she  leaves,  oho  says  in 
haglish,  "I'm  vo ry  glad  to  have  net  you." 

Aftor  barldad  has  ona  .-vaunda  oays0  "  oor  Car idad—a  10  *  s  ot  Tii. 

Throe  of  hor  sisters  died  with  it  in  tho  lust  tiiroo  ^ouro.  How  •Jarldad  la 
going  tc  dio  wit; i  it,  tho  last  one.  and  hor  ;sother  just  looks  at  hor  *41 
the  time  arid  orios.  It  hurts  hor  mother  to  snow  taut  worldad  is  going  to 
die,  too,  like  all  tho  otitors.  Hor  mother  fusooa  at  hor  all  tho  tins  but 
it  is  only  boo  use  olw  is  so  worried  uoout  hor  dying,  the j  are  a  very  nioa 
family  and  the  girls  *>oro  beuutiiUl." 

when  tho  oooking  is  over  and  tiro  oal  dapod  on  ttfio  tuola,  tivorc  Is 
a  sudden  burst  of  vary  rapid  and  exoitsd  Spanish  which  1  ora  unable  to  under* 
stand,  lor  loo  dashos  out  of  tho  front  door.  Z  uskvdmt  has  .uppenod,  but 
reooive  no  ans-rar.  In  a  fow  ainutos  -  erioo  returns,  and  there  io  laore  rapid 
taltdng  in  bpftnish.  Tho  dinner  Is  ottlng  cold. 

At  last  nraanda  scry s,  "bell,  I  guess  you  night  as  well  kow;  vm  boon 
tr  ing  to  borrow  florae  knives  from  the  neighbors  out  nano  oi  them  has  pt  any 
cither.  X  guess  we  will  have  to  ueo  tire  big  knife  and  jobs  it  around  the 
table.  I'm  so  ushu  ad  not  to  have  no  uiiveo.  but  i/o  don't  never  tine  any. " 

o  all  gather  about  tho  stall  table.  "Just  help  yourself  to  ovury- 
t.ilug,"  invites  Amanda.  Peri  so  tears  tho  oad  off  of  a  hot  loaf  of  Unban 
bread,  ills  i  rands  are  oxtro  ely  dirty. 

•Perioo  I’  shouts  A  suite.  "(Jot  up  iroa  hero  and  .ash  your  bands  f  You 
rnow  bettor  than  to  sit  down  to  out  with  your  hands  -lfeo  Hint." 

I  am  suddenly  startled  by  a  loud  :ooo»..n  from  dirootly  under  tlm 
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.-itu  »oa  window,  .vur„  on©  iougus  loudly* 

"  diut'a  u  oow  doing  oo  oloativ1’  i  ask, 

"That  wo#  no  aow,"  says  rique,  "That  vans  a  Q^bal^o^-a  horse— • 

.  aoiz-pooping  I" 

They  all  laugh  lou<ier  tlma  ever.  "Sura  it  aaa  a  cow,"  say©  I|lilHl| 
•t^ri^ae  ou.  :ht  to  be  aeha  ted  tolling;  jokes  11  ko  that  at  the  dinner  table. 

The  neighbors  koo  thoir  oow  in  a  shed  ri.  ht  under  the  win, tow,  * 

"That  wnlud  ^e  of  a  good  joke,"  aays  knriqao,  *  no  tine  ttioro  -c,© 
an  old  man  who  had  a  nors©  aaed  ’jortui,  *  and  hie  dau;  tor  ■  j  ,a  oA 
•dortfia*  too,  Thor©  v/u*  a  , young  ram  who  wanted  to  borrow  the  her  so  one 
day,  oo  2u>  ae.  od  the  o2d  .m\  if  he  could  borrow  Bertha  for  a  little  while. 
The  old  nan  grab  iia  sun  and  say,  •  fail  Is— 

you  t  dak  1  lot  you  try  out  my  aaughterV" 

Tiie  response  to  tiiie  joke  almost  upsets  the  table, 

"1  noiioo  you  don’t  laugh  so  rauoh  like  the  Latin  eople,"  Aranda  a  yo 
to  me,  *1  juoss  you  fool  good  and  just  don  ’t  l&ugh  so  .  aoh,  1  t  irk  that 
is  all  right,  out  1  Juot  oan’t  help  laughing,  You  nhauXd  hear  »e  in  tir» 
ionre  &u»wt  ©oaotloo  when  I  eeo  son© thing  real  fttnny  1  lough  m  .a  .oh  I 
imvo  to  go  outside  to  stop  from  laugh  in  go  -ssh," 

•o'ould  you  like  to  go  for  a  Pi dot*  asks  .«Hth,  after  the  table  .‘sua 
boon  cleared, 

"Yes,  sure,  anythin/;  you  oil  want  to  do,"  re  lies  /vsao&a,  "You  go  put 
on  jiMT  suit,  nr iauej  r/o  aro  oin  for  a  ride  and  X  like  to  see  yea  dressed 

up  in  your  suit," 

After  a  row  i.inates  -uri.  ue  appears  in  a  neatly  proceed  brown  suit. 
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"Ho  ?*on  that  aalt  at  a  lotto  r  I'ov  010  -killar,"  «say»  .jundu.  The 
ran  told  lira  if  he  wonted  to  buy  w;  extra  ni  of  .  »nto  to  nataik*  it 
would  ooct  him  six  dollars,  I  told  him  to  ju  ahead  and  ^pt  tfjo  e.kin 
i>antB  because  that  Wty  the  cult  would  bo  good  fbr  iwioe  us  ion£  as  if  ho 
only  »>ad  one  «uir  of  ante*  1  bought  him  Unit  etvpe  o  Art  ho’s 
for  O  iTiat  us*  It  oo&t  two  dollars* * 

Aanda  ic  rolling  her  hair  on  a  olo  -hou~  in*  1  fix  ii*air  pro  tty 
£f>od*  btih?n  'ic  :eks*  "You  ,ow  I  don’t  ,©t  to  jo  to  t.wi  uoai-ty  parlor 

tut  about  ones  a  year,  Tf*oy  don’t  tio  it  a©  £0on  ae  i  do  uxjeti.  1 

✓ 

tau  ;ht  some  of  the  Irln  in  the  Umuty  parlor  ^  to  fix  h*jr*< 

In  due  tisto  we  are  ready  to  leave.  "Lot’s  drive  ov^r  to  Tasya 

toni  ht,"  ca  .  cata 

In  Tampa,  wu  drive  slowly  so  -dith  and  .fa  jekIu  ©an  look  in  in©  shop 

f'-lows.  jAoh  wi: .dew  evt»*»a  some  oueh  eo.u*or*t,  in  dyftiush,  no*  fl  jue 

* 

•  ’fltty  •DiVlool"  (Divine;  •  .o  je^ustn  I’  V.  II  o  it, . 

"Tnat’3  the  Jail  -hoc  >4  or  wan  to  non  out  of,  suddenly  says  .:a«ri  xue« 
•ti  ht  in  the  middle  of  town*  fluey  teak  hi-  i  out  naa  ant  ujy.  down  in  a 

buoket  of  hot  tar,  oastntdi  hi-,  boat  -  ,  all  .  th&fegjflj  to 

nia*  I  have  iourd  .eopla  <*r  ua  anout  ^ wither  the  flan,  or  tiu»  polios,  or 
both,  did  it.  Ail  I  fciow  la  that  they  tools  hi. -  rijkt  out  of  jail, 

*1  boon  in  that  Jail,  one  u-Jit  M  i  m*  1*0,  d-.u  -u*j»  iuouw  U» 
bridje  1  caw  a  .id.  01  Lib  over  L.&  roll  n  >d  y<at  ready  to  jury  in  and  ©unfit 
cuboids,  so  I  &r fbod  »r  around  ue  waist  and  iold  o<t  wou  J»o  t, oiled  and 

l  l  •-  oil  1  ,  /j  oil,  . .  oame,  <.  ..  ,  oj  v  njvc  -o 

**s  fightlmi  anyway,  they  took  u  to  Jail  and  told  us  we  ooula  tell 


■  - 


. 

* 


Florida 

iv.riquo  and  Ariundu  •S'Jn* 

roiuon 

It  to  Uua  jid&e,  1  stayed  In  that  jail  oovon  d aye  Uafore  i^mndn  oould 
borrow  ton  dollars  to  pay  ay  fine  to  got  io  out#’* 

Ve  drive  owr  a  bridge  Into  a  residential  section  of  large  hopes 

ana  nall-kopt  lama. 

°This  le  Devin  Island,"  onys  Araanda,  "This  ie  whore  all  the  million¬ 
aires  find  rleh  ooplo  live.  It’s  very  pretty  In  tho  daytlu*  but  ou  aan’t 
«>e  uuoh  now.  That’s  tho  •••  no,  tint’s  not  It, ° 

■w.iandn,  you  don’t  now  nothin' about  tills  part  of  town,*  says 
anri  jue  • 

"I’ve  onl„,  rode  ovor  hero  on  Uivle  island  onoo  or  twl ae,  *  Amanda  ad- 
.ait a,  ■!  toll  you  ■  tint  ou  ought  to  go  ooos  tho  msou  In  tho  Torapn  liny 
-tel.  They  iav©  xots  of  tilings  In  tihoro  top,  old,  tuousandB  of  years  olh, 

I  ii-o  it  In  there,  1  only  been  thoro  on©  tiao  out  that  tias  I  stayed 
t.*roe  hoars  loo  In  at  all  those  things,  it  sure  is  i/itora  sting.  I  hopo 
^  ou  ,o  there  he Tors  you  le  voj  you  would  li.he  it#* 

Qri  tixi  hoioe  we  stop  at  a  barboouo  stand,  When  wo  roaah  the  house, 
hose  is  sitting  on  tho  mill  og  oi  tho  front  oroh,  loo  1  ng  u  into  tho  aisy. 

"  oil,  1  uoso  you  don’t  Iiuvo  to  worry  no  more  about  having  an  Xtalian 
son-in-law, "  she  tolls  -'.nanda  dejoctodly,  "Hiofcy  and  I  liud  a  fight  and  he 
ont  a\7oy  iad,  I  guess  it’s  a  good  thing,  o  didn’t  jet  along  so  good 
anyway#* 

"I*,  glad  you  find  out  now  before  you  married  hin,*  ooiiriorite  .'«undn, 

e  are  given  the  rout  sleet  tg  ro on. 

The  next  oraing  we  are  awakened  by  Rosa  miio  sails,  "Your  oof  foe  la 


ready,  * 


■ 


■ 


ilorida 

o  jri.jU0  and  /temnds 
col  tJLoro 


»  .’uht"  ix-iys  Jlth#  "T.'iat’s  not  Qiban  ouato;a~- oub»n  Quotum  everybody 
©ftt6  K.ion  tooy  fool  li«.e," 

Aftor  a  broukfnat  or  oof  loo  and  hot  broad,  v.»©  prepare  to  depart  for 
«ao  uo  uvUlo*  n.rique  and  ^janda  present  ue  with  a  package  of  sandwiches 
to  to  >■  vati  ao  fur  lunch,  covered  oa.i®  of  the  ouruluo  otm.odity  4;rapefruit 
juloo,  vn4  a  yound  of  black  beune* 

•  e  wish  vo  could  ;.jiwo  you  co  otuin,^  acre  better  to  takn  Kith  you,8 
.and®  buys*  "but  •  .ri\  -xo  b  o  *t  wor  .otl  uuy  in  t  k»  fact  few  vJt»o,.y  and  \*> 
are  Jiort  on  euah*‘ 

As  vt©  start  out  ti*>  front  door,  tbs  children  it;  tiw  bodroan  shouts 
"Go  odbye-Goo  dbyo-oa  .io«ag*ini ,T 

•Goodbye,"  «s  call,  »itnd  Rosa,1  1  aay,  "don’t  at  arriod  beibrs  I 
ot  ouor;  to  Xaapa*  and  1*11  brim?  ou  a  aie©  ^  aerloan  for  *  husband*® 

-if  x  :  .t,"  nhc  !  ye,  i’Xl  a.  it*  ' 

"I  nti  it  to  cone  vieit  you  in  Jnc-jaoavilio  a  olid  time,"  Ai*uid*  stays, 

•but  I  don’t  2\oxi  v.iien  i’ll  ovnr  be  able  to  lasso  those  kids*  u:  *t  ot 
nobody  to  look  a  v>.  r  tliera  while  I’r.i  ;ono*  1  novar  been  now; -oro  except  ay 
out,  l&d,  and  XtvYoA,  a  ad  I  always  mated  to  boo  <Jao  sonvilla  before  1 
die,.*  oil,  a*r,  up  and  oat  it*  u»d  don’t  ouy  ’  otKiby©,"  nv, 

Is  riots— until  e  rsoot  Ofaln.  •  • 

i  no  week  after  air  roturu  to  Jacksonville,  we  receive  a  Kmolied 
postourd  from  Attend a*  It  oenoltades*  "Rooa  i, tarried  f’ioi-y  and  they  are 
living  wit  hie  fatally  in  oct  Tempo*  " 


January  1,  193S 
Jvelio  Andux  (Cuten) 

\  1412  Tenth  Avenue 

Ybor  City 
jfcmpa,  Florida 
(Clear  box  maker) 
3tetnon  Kennedy ,  writer. 


PKDRO  AND  KSStHLA 

In  another  hour  it  will  bo  1939.  After  an  all-day  drive  from 
Jacksonville,  my  wife  and  I  have  arrived  on  the  outskirts  of  Tampan's 
tat  In  settlement,  Ybor  City.  A  fat  red-faced  roan  in  overalls  is 
standing  in  front  of  a  bar,  and  I  ask  him  to  direct  roe  to  the  address 
of  my  wife*s  relatives.  He  has  imbibed  too  freely  to  even  understand 
my  questions,  so  I  thank  him  and  drive  on. 

We  pass  a  dog-race  track,  which  has  drawn  a  largo  crowd.  Two  young 
Negro  non  are  standing  on  the  curbing,  and  I  ask  them  for  directions. 
Althoufh  well-intoxicated ,  they  seen  anxious  to  please  and  the  directions 
they  offer  aro  coherent. 

jidith  is  Impatient;  she  wants  to  roaoh  her  sister* s  house  In  time 
to  celebrate  the  tlew  Year  with  her.  lie  soon  locate  the  house,  a  dilap- 
id  a  ted,  unpainted  two-story  frame  building,  divided  into  four  apartments. 

A  barrage  of  Spanish  greets  iiJdlth  as  she  goes  up  to  the  porch,  and 
thore  is  much  hugging.  I  am  introduced  amid  vigorous  handshaking.  Childrm 
gather  in  front  of  the  house,  and  in  Spanish:  "He’s  an  American.  Ho  sure 
looks  it,  too.  You  can  tell  by  looking  at  him."  strolla  and  her  hus¬ 
band  Pedro  are  middle-aged  and  have  four  children,  two  girls  and  two 
boys. 

We  aro  ushered  into  the  front  room,  which  is  furnished  with  a 
modern  dresser,  and  an  old  iron  bed  neatly  covered  and  topped  with  a 


■ 

• 

’ 

’  . 

. 

.  ■ 

' 

\  m 

* 

’ 

. 

•  » 

* 

■ 

. 

. 

1  1?  ' 

* 


-2- 

bofoathered  oarniml  doll.  There  la  a  calendar  on  each  wall,  and  a 
framed  card  proclaims: 

*yjhlchovor  way  tho  wind  (loth  blow 

Sods  heart  la  glad  to  have  It  ao: 

jo  blow  It  iia st.  or  blow  It  test. 

The  way  It  blows:  that  way  la  boat." 

There  aro  no  chairs,  so  wo  alt  on  tho  bod.  Wo  arc  not  Invited 
to  wnsh  up  aftor  our  trip. 

"Tou  will  have  to  f arrive  our  poor  house, *  says  ,:.strella.  "Je 
uso  to  have  a  nice  place  and  nice  furniture  bu  it  all  got  burned  up. 

That  one  dresser  is  tho  only  thing  wo  saved  out  of  tho  whole  house. 

It  just  aade  me  sick,  Pedro  was  at  work,  the  kids  in  school,  and  1 
was  visiting  with  a  friend.  When  I  came  homo  It  was  all  burned.  All 
our  clothes  and  everything  was  gone  and  that’s  why  we  haven’ t  got  hard¬ 
ly  anything  now.  The  man  who  owned  the  house  built  it  back  again  because 
he  had  insurance,  but  we  didn’t  have  none  because  it  cost  too  much.* 

*1  know  you  uso  to  have  the  nicest  things,*  says  Edith.  "Beauti¬ 
ful  nioe  shoots  and  tablecloths,  everything  handmade  and  just  beautiful, 
llhen  I  saw  this  house  and  furniture  X  couldn’t  believe  it  was  vfeere  you 
lived.* 

*1  know.  l,ve  use  to  have  nice  things  I  hod  been  making  and  saving 
for  a  long  time.  After  the  fire  Pedro  went  to  his  boss  at  the  cigar 
box  factory  and  told  him  how  it  was  with  us  and  asked  him  if  he  could 
barrow  some  money.  His  boss  asked  him  how  much  and  Pedro  a  sired  for 
twenty  dollars  and  his  boss  gave  it  to  him.  That  was  nice  of  him  all 
ri^it.* 


Z'? 


i 


"I  worked  for  him  a  long  time,*  say  a  Jedro ,  *he  know  I  pay  him 

baok  all  right#  —You  wont  some  wine?  You  like  a  sweet  wine?  I  go 

» 

get  some  wine,  we  oolebrate  the  liew  Year#** 

He  leaps  on  hla  bloyole  and  disappears  down  the  street#  Estrella 

/ 

hesitantly  puts  on  Edith’s  new  fur  ooat#  Sho  stands  before  the  dresser 
and  turns  at  various  angles,  running  her  fingers  slowly  through  the 
fur#  "It  sure  Is  soft,*  aho  says,  "I  don’t  guess  I’m  ever  going  to  have 
me  no  eoat  like  this  one#  It  seems  like  what  you  haven’t  got  is  what 
you  always  want.” 

"You  don’t  need  a  heavy  coat  In  Tampa, "  replies  Edith#  "It’s  too 
warm  to  wear  a  ooat  like  that  here#" 

"I  sure  would  like  to  go  to  Key  vtost  to  see  mama,"  says  Estrella 
I  haven’t  seem  mtana  In  nine  years#  You  know,  when  l*m  working  1  can't 
leave,  and  when  I’m  not  working  I  haven’t  got  any  money  to  go,  so  you  see 
I  don't  get  to  see  her#  How  Is  mama  sow?  I  guess  she  is  getting  fatter 
than  ever#  I  sent  her  a  right  pretty  little  lamp,  like  you  set  on  the 
table,  for  Christmas#  I  wish  I  could  have  sent  her  something  more  better 
"I  think  that  was  a  sloe  present,"  Edith  says#  "We  wanted  to  sond 
her  a  Beautyrest  mattress  for  Christmas,  but  we  just  couldn’t  afford  it, 
Beautyrests  cost  thirty-nine  dollars  and  ninety-five  cents;  we  can  get 
them  for  wholesale  price,  about  twenty-five  dollars,  but  we  still  can't 
afford  it  this  year#  Ns  sent  her  three  sheets  instead#  I  know  she 

V. 

needs  rtieets  bad#  I  sure  wish  we  could  have  sent  her  the  mattress, 

e 

cause  you  know  mama  is  getting  old  and  it  would  be  nieo  if  ahe  could  have 
a  good  mattress  to  sleep  on#  the  Beautyrest  oonpany  advertises  "Spend 
one-third  of  your  life  like  a  millionaire#"  It’s  too  late  for  mama  to 


do  that,  but  I  wish  she  could  at  least  sleep  good  for  once  in  hor  life 
before  oho  d  ios.  I  know  it  would  make  hor  fool  a  lot  bettor.* 

"Man a  noods  tooth  and  glasses  but  it  doesn't  look  like  site  can  ever  save 
up  enough  to  get  cither  one.  she  tries  all  hor  best  to  save  enough  to 
got  thorn,  but  something  always  comes  up  and  die  has  to  spend  the  money- 
somebody  gets  sick,  or  Rachel's  work  stops,  or  something  always  happens. 

•’he  has  to  eat  soup  and  everything  soft.  Mama  always  liked  to  ©at  good 
food,  too.  And  she  liked  to  road  all  the  time,  but  now  she  can't  rood 
so  she  listens  to  the  news  from  Cuba  over  the  radio,  they  have  good 
nows  from  Cubaj  they  say  everything  by  spying  double  meaning  and  every¬ 
body  understands  but  the  govornment  can't  stop  the  broadcasts  because 
they  say  everything  double  meaning." 

"My  kids  would  all  like  to  live  in  Key  mat,  because  of  the  beaches,"  ^ 
says  strella.  "In  Ybor  City  there  is  no  place  for  them  to  ploy  and  have 
a  good  time." 

"You  said  that  right,"  says  ono  of  the  boys,  "$hen  I’m  in  key  West 
I  go  to  the  beach  ©very  day.  But  I  113m  tho  schools  hers  bettor;  I  have 
all  good  teachers  except  one— boy,  she  sure  is  tou;h|  3he  tolls  us:  'If 
you  don't  set  down  I’ll  knock  you  out  of  your  seatj*  She's  tough  all 
right.  I  have  to  walk  twelve  blocks  to  school  everyday,  but  I'm  use 
to  it  by  now." 

Pedro  returns,  waving  aloft  an  tm-labeled  quart  bottlo  half  filled 
with  wlno.  "Cane  back  to  tho  kitchen,"  he  say s. 

fte  pass  through  tho  second  room,  *hieh  is  fumishod  with  two  iron 
beds,  a  strai^jht  chair  without  a  back,  and  more  calendars.  Clothes  are 


hung  on  a  cord  behind  tho  door*  The  kitchen  la  equipped  with  a 
three-burner  oil  stove,  two  unpalntod  wooden  tables,  and  four  chaira* 

Pedro  pours  the  wine  Into  glasses  and  drinks  what  la  left  from 
the  bottle*  "You  Ilka  some  coffee?"  he  asks*  WO  nod*  The  strong 
black  Cuban  coffee  la  soon  made,  and  served  in  glasses  with  evaporated 
milk*  A  long  loaf  of  Cuban  bread  la  broken  Into  plooes  and  buttered* 

"You  see  I  keep  tho  bread  basket  up  over  the  stove,"  Pedro  explains* 

"I  throw  a  leetle  blta  bread  over  In  there  and  then  some  weeks  when 
money  la  scarce  we  take  out  those  stale  breads  and  warn  them  In  the  oven* 
—This  is  good  fresh  bread}  I  got  It  this  afternoon*" 

"jje  will  have  to  hurry,"  says  Nstrella.  "In  a  few  minutes  it  will 
be  twelve  o’clock  and  we  hafta  go  out  In  tho  street  to  see  the  New  Year  in* 
tfe  finish  hurriedly  and  go  out  to  the  porch*  The  greatest  noise 

. 

is  made  by  the  children  who  fill  the  street;  some  of  them  shout  In  Eng¬ 
lish,  Spanish,  Italian,  or  in  all  three  languages*  Several  firecraokera 

pop* 

"Just  a  few  more  minutes,"  says  Pedro. 

TWo  blocks  down  the  street  the  upper  balconies  of  the  Italian 
Club  are  visible  and  the  orchestra  can  be  heard  playing  Cuban  and  Ameri¬ 
can  dance  music*  Suddenly  we  hear  five  shots,  and  see  a  policeman  sil¬ 
houetted  on  the  balcony  of  tho  Italian  Club*  He  reloads  his  revolver 
and  fires  five  more  times  Into  tho  sky* 

"It’s  19391"  shouts  a  neighbor*  Everyone  yells  and  lau'Jis;  only 
the  ohlldren  do  not  sound  farced  and  artificial*  They  raoo  about  the 
street,  shooting  a  few  firecrackers.  There  Is  u  barrage  of  shot-gun  fire 


. 


. 
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from  ornroml  sectors,  aeS  soon  the  shots  spatter  beck  upon  the  roofs. 

T5io  snail  boys  In  front  of  the  house  arc  trying  to  goujo  the  load  out 
of  soma  nhot,;un  shells,  so  they  can  fire  the  cap3.  A  email  girl 
scra'tns*  her  fingers  split  by  an  exploding  firecracker.  She  rune  down 
the  street  wailing. 

A  ten  cent  Honan  candle  is  discharged  from  the  house  next  doorj 
tho  height  of  the  display,  it  is  admired  by  everyone.  It  is  not  long 
before  the  limited  supply  of  firecrackers  is  exhausted ,  istrolla  calls 
to  her  children.  Finally  she  gives  up  calling,  and  chases  them  in  tho 
stroet.  She  catches  oach  one,  and  holds  them  squirming  while  she  kisses  1/ 
then  on  the  cheek. 

Suddenly  it  is  oppressively  quiet.  Pedro  say3|  "Well,  I  guess 
that* s  all.  It*s  1939  and  it  donft  feel,  no  different  to  me#* 

"TTsyl*  yells  a  neltfibor  in  Spanish,  "call  SoaJLlone  (tho  funeral 
hone  next  door)  to  come  pick  up  the  dead  onei* 

"’That  dead  one?’*  asks  Pedro. 

"1938.* 

*,’aX  HaX"  lau^c  Pedro,  "You  got  me  that  timo  all  rijtit.  I  bit 
rfcjlt  on  to  that  one." 

TSOuld  you  like  to  go  cone  where  tonight?"  asks  Sstrolla* 

T  su&jeert  a  cafe  of  some  sort— enywhoro  we  can  dance  and  buy  drinks. 

"You  don*t  mean  a  Jook  joint,  do  you?"  Estrella  asks.  "looking  is 

for  unmarried  men." 

"That ’ q  what  you  third:,"  replies  Pedro,  "plenty  married  mm  go  Jook- 

"I  know  they  do,  but  thnt*s  not  ae  good." 


ing." 


•You  don't  know  what  Jooking  moans.  booking  moans  having  a 
good  tliio  anywhere,  drinking  and  dancing.  Wo  go  somewhere  nice.  We 

i 

leave  the  kids  with  my  brother.  lie  don't  mind  to  stay  with  them; 

I 

we  give  him  a  leetle  wine  and  ho  be  all  right." 

"You  put  on  your  tio,"  Estrella  tells  Pedro,  He  doesn't  so  am  to 
like  the  idea,  but  goes  into  the  inner  bedroom  and  emerges  with  a  tie 
under  the  collar  of  his  polo  shirt. 

"Pedro,  can't  you  wear  a  shirt  tonight?  Tfoat  tie  don't  look  good 
without  a  real  shirt t"  Pedro  grumbles  as  he  puts  on  a  heavily  starched 
white  shirt. 

One  of  the  children  appears  with  Pedro's  brother,  who  is  rubbing 

his  eyes  sleepily. 

"Thees  is  my  brother,  Thomas , *  says  Pedro. 

"I'm  very  pleased  to  meet  you,"  says  Thomas,  "ye  was  expeoting 
you  to  cense  yesterday  or  earlier  today." 

"lladre  de  Dioai"  suddenly  cries  Pstrella.  "I've  tom  my  stockings 
on  this  rourfi  old  furniture— the  only  pair  I've  got  deeent  that  I  can 
wear  out l  I  just  bought  them  for  Christmas.  Oh,  this  makes  me  aiokl 
Uy  only  pair:  I  just  paid  sixty-nine  cents  for  them  and  new  they  are 
torn  and  I  don't  know  when  I  can  buy  me  another  pair.  Well,  no  use 
to  cry  over  it.  But  it  makes  me  feel  terrible;  I  wonted  to  take  such 
good  care  of  them  so  they  would  last  me  a  lonj  timo  but  now  just  look 
at  them,  ruined  t" 

"Well,  you  all  better  get  started,"  says  Thomas.  "I  wish  I  could 
go  with  you,  but  I  guess  somebody  has  to  stay  with  those  kids.  Maybe 
I  can  go  with  you  before  you  leave.  Don't  forget  to  send  one  of  the 
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kids  after  son©  wine*4* 

We  send  one  of  the  children  for  tine  wine;  he  can  got  the  empty 
bottle  half  filled  again  for  fifteen  cents#  Our  driving  off  attracts 
the  attention  of  eveiyone  in  sight# 

".Vhere  to?*  I  ask# 

"We  can  drive  up  and  down  seventh  Avenue,"  says  Astrella •  "that 
is  the  only  lighted-up  street  In  Ybor  City  where  there  is  anything  to  aoe. 
X  guess  you  will  want  to  drive  over  to  Tampa#" 

I  assure  her  that  we  would  prefer  to  stay  in  Ybor  City,  so  m 
drive  along  Seventh  Avenue,  Narrow,  and  with  a  street  car  track  down 
the  center,  it  is  well  lighted  with  neon  si,; -no#  Most  of  the  shops  have 
Italian  and  Spanish  names#  The  cafes,  barrooms,  and  restaurants  are 
thronged  with  people,  many  of  thorn  dressed  in  tuxedos  and  evening  gowns# 
the  restaurants  are  being  heavily  patronised  by  Americans  freta  Tampa# 
"Let*s  drive  by  the  Cuban  Club  and  the  Spanish  Club,"  suggests 
Estrella#  "they  haven’t  seen  that,  there  are  big  draco a  at  all  the  clubs 
tonight;  New  Years  la  the  time  of  the  best  dances#" 

Both  the  Cuban  and  Spanish  Clubs,  Impressive  structures  of  some 
architectural  beauty,  are  surrounded  by  many  parked  automobiles# 

"I  have  make  a  model  of  the  Cuban  Club,"  says  Pedro#  "I  show  it 
to  you  when  we  go  home#  You  know,  I  Just  make  it  for  pretty;  I  no  have 
nothing  else  to  do  so  I  make  a  model  of  the  club#  After  I  paint  It,  if 
It  look  good  I  take  it  and  put  it  in  tho  club#" 

"The  Cuban  dub  has  a  social  modiclne  Society  that  has  its  otti 


clinic,  nurses,  doctors,  everything,"  says  Estrella#  "It  sure  is  a 
big  help  to  poor  people  Ilka  us.  They  have  individual  and  family 
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policies;  we  have  a  family  policy  for  sixty  cants  a  week*  Not  Ion;  ago 
I  had  to  have  an  operation  and  I  want  to  the  clinic  and  had  it,  and  it 
didn’t  oost  me  a  cont,  'shenovor  anybody  in  the  family  gats  sick  and  needs 
medicine  or  a  doctor,  the  insurance  pays  for  it*” 

we  drive  back  to  seventh  Avonue,  park  the  car,  and  walk  along  the 
sidewalk  looking  at  the  Shops* 

"Everything  is  much  cheaper  here  than  it  is  in  Jacksonville,* 
remarks  Edith*  "Dresses,  shoes,  hats,  everythin,?— every thing  costs 
twice  this  much  in  Jacksonville** 

"Grub  is  plenty  cheap  in  Ybor  City,  too,"  says  Pedro. 

"I  feed  my  family  of  six,  on  five  or  six  dollars  a  wook,  0*1  •" 

Almost  every  shop  has  a  poster  in  its  window,  labeled:  All)  THE 
SPANISH  VICTIMS  OF  FACIJT  AMRKSJlOH*  The  posters  Show  a  small  child  ^ 
cry  in;  amid  ruins,  and  bombing  planes  flying  overhead. 

"Ybor  City  has  sent  plenty  money  and  clothes  and  stuff  to  Spain," 
Pedro  says.  "The  Cubans,  Spaniards,  and  Italians  here  are  all  feel 
sorry  for  the  Spanish  poople.  Even  the  Italians  boo  Mussolini  ?&Qn 
he  o crass  on  the  screen*  Tho  Italians  here  sure  hates  kussolini  all 
ri^t*" 

,/e  pass  a  magazine  stand,  which  Includes  in  Its  display  a  number  of 
magazines  printed  in  Spanish*  There  is  one  magazine,  iUturo.  which  has 
on  Its  cover  a  group  of  %>anlafo  women  and  children  with  their  arms  up- 
art  retched  in  horror,  while  overhead  are  pictured  bombers  with  the 
Italian  facist  insignia  and  the  Tfezl  swastika*  The  cover  is  labeled, 
in  Spanlrti,  "Glory  to  Cod  in  the  Highest,  and  Peace  on  Earth  to  those  Men 
of  Good  7/111.*  I  open  the  cover  and  see  that  Puturo  Is  published  by 


the  University  of  Labor,  Mexico  City,  Vincente  Lombardo  TOledono, 
editor* 

He  spend  several  hours  in  a  email  cafe,  eating  Cuban  sandwiches 
and  mixing  Cuba  Libras  with  Ponrico  and  Coca-Cola*  There  is  a  Jook- 
organ  ( nickel od ian ) ,  which  offers  a  selection  of  eight  records  of 
Cuban  music,  and  two  records  of  American  music*  There  are  couples 
present  who  dance  the  rhumba  gain  and  again*  iiatrella  and  Pedro 
dance  the  rhumba  also.  Apparently  they  are  both  enjoying  themselves* 

"It’s  good  to  go  out  and  have  a  good  time  with  your  husband,** 
says  Sstrella*  **I  like  to  go  to  dances  and  all  that  but  Pedro  don*t 
take  me  much*  I  don’t  care  so  much  about  shows— my  kids  is  sure 
crazy  about  them,  and  they  go  two  or  three  times  every  weak*  The 
kids  oan  see  two  shows  for  ten  cents*" 

It  Is  five-thirty  in  the  morning  when  finally  decide  to  go 

hems* 

"This  is  the  latest  I  ever  stayed  out  in  my  llfet"  iietrelLa 
exclaims* 

Edith  and  I  are  offered  the  front  room;  the  four  children  are 
all  sleeping  in  one  bed  in  the  book  loom,  and  gstralla  and  Pedro  will 
sleep  in  the  other  bed* 

"You  want  some  coffee  before  you  go  to  sleep?"  asks  Pedro* 

"If  I  drink  coffee  now  I  won’t  be  able  to  sleep,"  I  reply. 

"Man,  a  little  swallow  coffee  before  you  go  to  bed  make  you 
sleep  good*  Cuban  coffee  don’t  keep  you  awake  like  American  coffee. 

I  Insist  that  I  do  not  want  coffee*  I  try  to  pull  down  the 
paper  shades  over  the  windows,  but  they  will  not  roll*  There  is 
nothing  to  do  but  turn  out  the  li^ts  and  undress  in  the  dark* 
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'•Are  you  noun  onoujh?"  calls  stroll  a  frcn  the  othor  room* 

"Yes,"  z/Sith  replies,  "we  are  slewing  In  our  robes** 

*ily  Pedro  don’t  like  f or  me  to  wear  too  much  clothes  to  bed,* 
laughs  '.strella*  "He  don’t  like  fbr  me  to  wear  pajamas;  ho  likes 
gowns*  3ure J  You  have  no  sox  appeal  in  pajamas*  You  should  see 
mo  in  the  ones  I’vo  got  on  now** 

T'-e  next  momin.;  we  are  awakened  whan  a  man  and  two  young 
girls,  about  ei^teen  and  twenty,  walk  in  the  front  door  without 
knocking*  They  all  say  "Pardon  us,*  and  walk  hurriedly  through 
the  room*  Pho  -iris  blush  and  look  towards  the  wall* 

.ftcr  dressing,  we  go  into  the  kitchen*  he  wash  our  faces 
and  brush  our  teeth  at  the  sink  on  the  back  porch,  which  serves 
both  downstairs  apartments* 

*You  better  look  out  for  the  ceiling  over  the  sink,"  warns 
dstrolla*  "The  sink  upstairs  isn’t  connected  to  no  pipe,  and  the 
water  drains  through  that  hole  and  falls  down  into  the  sink  down  here* 
Some  times  if  you  aren't  careful  it  canes  down  on  top  of  you  when 
you  arc  not  expecting  it  and  ruins  your  clothes •* 

"They  shoulda  tore  this  house  down  long  ago,"  Pedro  says,  as 
he  re  pares  the  coffoa  for  breakfast*  "That  floor  leaks  everytimo 
they  scrub  upstairs,  too*  The  Johnny  (toilet)  for  these  apartments 
is  on  the  back  parch  but  it  doesn’t  have  any  water  oonnoctod  to  it 
so  we  have  to  pour  water  in  it  to  flush  it*  Tha  man  who  owns  this 
house  is  a  deputy  sheriff*  He  lives  upstairs  and  raises  hell  all 
the  timo  about  living  in  such  a  slum  house  and  says  he  is  going 
to  tear  it  down  and  build  a  garage  apartment  but  he  never  does*  He 
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1  s  sassy  and  nobody  likes  him*  just  because  he's  a  deputy 
sheriff  he  thinks  he’s  a  big  shot,  I  guess** 

"Pedro  was  oii£  to  paint  the  walls,"  say  a  astrella*  "He  oan 
buy  cheap  paint  and  paint  it  himself*  Ho  painted  the  other  house  we 
lived  in  all  by  himself*  He's  a  good  painter*  Dut  the  landlord 
keeps  saying  he  is  going  to  tear  the  house  down,  so  Pedro  doesn’t 
paint  it*  He’s  been  Baying  ho  was  gonna  tear  it  down  for  three 
years  and  he  hasn’t  done  it  yet* 

*Ybor  City  is  the  slum  section  where  only  vory  poor  people  live* 
We  lire  in  Ybor  City  because  we  can’t  afford  to  live  nowhere  else— 
like  everybody  who  lives  in  Ybor  City.  They  don’t  like  it  but  it  is 
all  they  oan  do  without  more  money*  fhero  are  lots  of  nloe,  quiet 
apartments  in  Hyde  lurk  over  in  Tampa,  tut  they  are  expensive*" 

"le  pay  a  dollar  and  a  quarter  a  week  rent  on  this  place*  we 
don’t  have  no  bath  or  toilet  or  nothing  like  that.  Z  don’t  mind 
bathing  in  a-  tin  tub  cause  I  been  use  to  it  all  my  life*  You  should 
seen  me  when  X  went  to  visit  Alicia  in  Ulecai*  S he  has  a  beautiful 
bathroom,  tile  oil  around  and  everything;  a  perfect  johnny  and 
mirror  and  everything  Just  perfect*  X  got  in  the  shower  and  stayed 
all  day  most*  X  sang  and  song  in  the  shower  and  turned  on  the  radio 
and  had  the  heat  time*" 

"What  time  is  it?"  I  ask,  after  we  finish  a  breakfast  of 
grapefruit,  coffeo,  and  bread* 

"That  dock  Is  fust,"  Estrella  answers*  husband,  he 

always  sets  it  fast  so  I  will  get  up  in  time  to  get  the  children 
off  to  school*  I  wake  up  and  the  clock  eays  seven-thirty  so  I  go 
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baok  to  sleep  and  than  wake  up  and  the  oloek  says  eight,  so  I  say 
•let  me  gat  up  from  hero  so  the  dtiildren  won’t  bo  late*  and  It  is 
really  only  seven-thirty •  * 

"Every  morning  when  I  get  up  I  fix  one  leatle  swallow  of  coffee 
and  drink  it,  then  go  to  the  panaderia  for  hot  Cuban  breads  and  come 
back  and  have  more  coffee  with  bread,  then  go  to  ray  work,**  Pedro  says* 

"I  want  to  show  you  the  model  of  the  Cuban  Club  I  make,*  he  con¬ 
tinues,  and  goes  into  a  closet  on  the  back  porch*  He  returns  with  a 
neatly  made  model,  several  feet  high  end  long*  "I  Just  make  this  from 
my  mind;  I  no  have  nothing  to  go  by,  3ee  inside:  the  ballroom  upstairs, 
and  the  place  for  the  orchestra.  I  make  it  vrith  paper  and  shellac  I  get 
from  the  factory.  I’m  going  to  paint  it  i&iite— I  wish  I  had  better 
cellophane  for  the  windows* 

*rthat.  you  writing  down?*  Estrella  aeiks  me  as  I  begin  to  take  notes 

openly* 

I  explain  something  of  the  life  history  program  of  the  Federal  Writers* 
Project, 

"I  don’t  know  why  you  want  to  write  stories  about  us,  but  don’t  put 
our  real  nttae  in  it*  Call  me  Estrella;  I  like  that  name  better  than  any* 

I  always  did  want  people  to  call  me  Estrella,  It’s  e  pretty  name. 

"All  I  can  aay  for  myself  is  that  I’ve  done  my  duty  by  Uncle  3aa»— 

I  had  four  kids  before  I  was  twenty  years  old.  That  was  fast  work.  But 
them  days  is  gone  forever*  It’s  nice  to  have  kids  if  you  can  afford  to 
take  care  of  them  and  give  thorn  some  of  the  things  they  need*  You  know 
I  want  to  try  and  give  ay  kids  an  education.  If  I  oan  do  that  I  die 
happy  to  know  that  they  got  educated ,  because  without  no  education  you 


oan*t  make  a  living  thoso  days.  It’s  hard  to  males  a  living  even  if 
you  have  jjot  an  education,  much  lass  without  one. 

*Hy  kids  all  ha  to  to  go  to  school,  except  Carmen — sho  has  a  very 
good  head  and  makes  good  grades  in  everything.  The  othor  hide  has  good 
heads  too ,  but  they  suro  hate  school.  Ifcey  rather  play  with  marbles, 

I  guess.  But  if  I  can  just  get  them  all  educated  through  the  twelfth 
grade  I  will  get  satisfied.1' 

"You  ought  to  read  sate  good  books  yourself, *  says  ^dith.  *Miy 
husband  is  making  mo  road  educational  books.* 

*1  know  I  au^it  to,*  admits  dstrella,  *but  I  like  to  road  something 
with  a  little  life  and  love  to  it.  I  read  love,  W^nnce,  silk  stocking, 

and  detective  m£;*azines.  It  seems  like  I  just  can't  get  my  mind  on 

«■ 

education  books,  and  I  can't  understand  than  anyway.  In  Key  West  when 
I  went  to  school  they  didn't  touch  us  enough  English  words  to  read  those 
kind  of  books.  I  know  it's  good  to  read  good  books." 

"What's  the  story  of  your  life?"  'I  ask  Pedro. 

"It  ain't  much  of  a  story*"  he  replies.  "My  brother  is  fifty-four 
and  I'm  thirty-six,  and  the  baby  of  twolvo  kids,  lay  mother  died  when  I 
was  four  years  old.  You  know  it's  bad  for  kids  not  to  havo  no  mother; 
that's  the  most  worst  thing.  That's  why  I  didn’t  get  no  education;  but 
I  can  read  a  leetle  end  write  my  name. 

"An  old  Uegro  mammy  r&isod  my  family.  Jhe  suro  was  good  to  us.  3he 
is  very  old  end  sick  now  and  me  and  my  brother  have  to  pay  for  her  to  go 
to  the  hospital  all  tho  time. 

"I  tell  you  something  what  happen  in  Koy  i^est  before  I  moved  to 
Tampa.  I  didn't  have  nothing  to  do  so  I  got  a  job  in  a  restaurant 
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washiir;  dish  for  six  dollar  a  weak,  Shan  one  day  th©  cook  leave  town 
without  telling  anybody  and ‘the  restaurant  open  up  on©  morning  without 
no  cook*  I  tell  the  manager  I  cook  pretty  good  so  h©  tall  me  go  ©head 
try*  I  make  the  pancaks  for  breakfast;  make  two  for  him  to  try  first* 

I  put  a  leetle  melted  butter  on  each  one  and  a  square  of  salted  butter 
on  ton  of  the  top  pancake  and  he  like  em  good* 

*1  cook  plenty  black  bean  with  rice  and  lotsa  good  things  that 
day  and  alia  customers  they  like  good  and  th©  manager  he  say  I  can  be 
cook  alia  time.  I  ask  him  how  much  h®  pay  no  to  cook  and  ho  say  ton 
dollar  a  weak.  'Veil,  that  day  I  had  worked  froen  six-thirty  in  the 
morning  to  ton  that  night  eo  I  t«ll  him  X  no  cook  for  ten  dollar  but 
if  he  want  to  give  me  fifteen  dollar  a  wool:  that’s  all  right*  Ho  tall 
mo  to  f  iniah  working  that  week  till  ho  could  got  another  cook,  so  th© 
next  day  I  just  didn’t  carae  back* 

*!'ow  I  work  in  a  cigar  box  fsotory*  ~in  make  foTty  thouaand  boxes 
a  day,  The  girle  dress  than  boxes  up  mijity  pretty.  The  Victory  sure 
is  a  prison,  too.  i  kinda  hate  to  start  work  because  X  know  I’ll  have 
to  keep  on  working  steady  until  this  time  nest  year.  We  work  steady 
all  the  tine*  The  box  factory  don’t  close  dotm  like  th©  cigar  factories 
cause  we  always  got  orders  coming  in  from  all  over  the  country, 

’’Lots  of  cigar  factories  closes  down  after  Christmas  every  year 
because  there  is  not  very  good  business  rlt&t  after  Christmas,  At  the 
box  factory  they  give  every  o ay  who  worked  thore  ton  dollar  for  n 
Christmas  present*  'that  was  nice*  I  wanted  to  buy  mi'  kids  soqd  clothes 
with  it  but  I  thought  maybe  I  better  save  it  so  in  case  there  Is  sickness 
or  something  like  that  happen  I  have  a  leetl®  something* 


’There  la  about  tareo  hundred  people  working  in  the  box  factory 
30  I  guess  Unit  makes  about  u ireu  thousand  dollar  they  give  away  to  us 
for  'Jkriatnac.  but  thoy  o an  afford  it;  that  company  is  making  millions 
for  the  owners.  Government  cion  laado  an  investigation  last  year  to  see 
hov»  much  than  owners  aro  mkia._;  wiu  they  publiahod  hcv  much  it  was  In 
tiie  papers.  /o  saw  enc  of  the-a  papers  over  kare,  and  wo  read  where  the 
plant  d  iroctor  in  snaking  eighteen  thousand  dollar  a  year,  dan,  we  was 
plenty'  darn  sore.” 

*30fcie  follera  say  *he  making  all  that  money  every  year  and  wo  working 
like  slaves  for  twelve  dollar  a  week!*  You  know  b ham  government  fellers 
investigating  can  loam  anything. 

I  bean  iTorking  fifteen  yours  in  the  box  mill.  Fifteen  years  is  a 
long  tinu.  $e  make  the  leetlo  thin  paparvrood  out  of  cedar  to  wrap  the 
|Md  oigars  in;  that  hoops  them  from  drying  and  hasps  out  the  bugs  too. 
sic  learned  bar/  to  make  that  kind  of  wood -paper.  Lio  and  my  helper  is 
tho  only  ones  the  manager  trusts  with  loading  those  cars  to  go  into 
tlio  steamer.  ,.'o  vis  the  ones  showed  him  t-ic  way  to  do  it.  he  vmted 
to  put  that  paper-thin  wood  right  in  the  steam  but  r?a  told  bin  it 
to  have  a  heavy  wood  two  or  throe  inches  thick  on  top  to  keep  it  from 
warping  and  burning.  Go  he  told  us  to  cjo  ahead  and  try  it  and  when  ha 
seen  hew  good  it  came  out,  so  pretty,  he  told  us  to  go  ahoad  and  always 
do  it  that  way. 

'During  the  Christmas  rush  they  tried  to  put  another  feller  to 
loading  too 30  oars  for  the  steam,  and  the  man  didn’t  know  how  to  do  It 

and  the  car  burnt  up,  all  black,  fc&m,  than  cars  coat  plenty  money  too. 

The  shop  man  bad  the  oar  cleaned  up  and  didn't  say  nothing  about  it  or 
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the  mu  i*io  did  it  would  lose  his  job. 

ifc ere  is  one  Negro  man  work  there,  seventy-five  years  old.  lie 
been  working  in  that  business  for  more  than  fifty-five  years,  lie  is  the 
only  colored  man  working  there  and  he  has  another  colored  man  to  help  him. 
A  lot  of  crackers  from  out  in  the  woods  is  working  there,  to  can’t  get 
no  union  started  cause  them  crackers  will  work  for  anythin;  •  I from  wild 
cracker  people  have  their  owa  garden;  they  work  for  enough  to  buy  a 
little  bacon  and  a  sack  of  flour  and  they  is  satisfied." 

to  all  go  out  on  t^e  front  porch;  there  are  no  chairs,  so  we  perch 

\ 

on  the  railing. 

Two  young  Cub  m  men  across  the  street  are  busily  repairing  flat 
tires  on  an  old  model  Buick,  the  top  of  which  has  been  cut  off  so  the 
roar  can  be  used  as  a  truck.  Pedro  says  that  each  morning  it  has  at 
least  two  flat  tires,  which  must  be  fixed  before  they  drive  to  the  city 
dump  heap  she  re  they  salvage  scrap  iron.  Ihe  iron  is  uhen  tak<mto  rort 
Tampa  and  sold  for  a  small  sum  per  pound. 

"I  think  they  ship  all  that  iron  to  Japan, n  says  Pedro.  ^People 
been  digging  iron  out  of  that  junk  heap  for  years,  and  it  looks  like  it 
never  gives  out." 

An  aged  and  crippled  Negro  man  stops  in  front  of  a  house  on  the 
corner,  rtiere  a  group  of  children,  including  Negroes,  mulattoes,  Spaniards 
Cubans,  and  Italians,  are  playin;  marbles  in  the  black  dirt  of  the  front 
yard.  A  light-skinned  child  runs  into  the  house,  and  returns  with  a 
very  black  Negro  woman,  who  gives  the  crippled  man  several  coins.  He 
removes  his  hat,  bo  c  his  head,  t-.ankc  her,  and  shuffles  on  down  the 


street 


■ 


"You  nay  not  believe  it,”  soya  bat veils,  "but  that  ,ogro  wo wan  is 
that  white-looking  kid’s  not her*  They  are  all  colored  people  in  that 
house— they  are  very  nice  people,  too*  those  kids  all  have  a  good 
tine  playing  together  during  the  holidays*  Toe  colored  kii*s,  even 
the  white-looking  ones,  have  to  go  to  separate  schools* 

1  try  to  help  anybody  all  I  can*  XT  1  can  treat  embody  nice 
I  try  all  ny  best  to  treat  then  all  right*  You  know,  1  consider  myself 
the  socto  as  everybody*  Avarybouy  in  this  world  iu  equal*  Of  course 
sons  people  has  more  money  than  others  but  that  don’t  make  no  difference 
except  that  rich  people  think  they  are  better  than  poor  people*" 

A  young  Cuban  man,  about  twenty-two  years  old,  stops  by  to  see 
Pedro*  lie  sits  on  tl*e  porch  railing,  and  fiances  tlircug  a  pulp-paper 
pamphlet  entitled: 

FACisi  fcis  FAC  IS 

And  Learn  The  Only  one  my  of  escape 
US  tosses  it  to  me  witn  a  laugh* 

”1  don’t  believe  there  is  any  facts  in  it,"  he  says*  *Scbuk»  crazy 
man  gave  it  to  os  and  tnon  asrceu  me  if  1  would  ’contribute’  a  dime*  X 
told  him  'noil  no.’  Vhem  people  go  all  arounu  giving  away  them  books 
sad  collecting  five  cents  here  and  ten  cents  there  and  it  all  mounts  up* 

I  don’t  believe  in  that  kind  of  god,  but  X  do  believe  that  there  is  sora- 
thing  greater  than  us  that  nobody  knows  anything  about •" 

s 

In  examining  due  pam.4h.et,  I  see  inside  the  cover  tno  following: 

’Of  ouch  importance  are  those  facts  that  Judge  iiutherford’s  speech  at 
Poyal  Albert  Ball,  London,  jaglanu,  aus  transmitted  by  ruuio  beau  nni 
direct  line  wires  to  other  auditoriums  in  moru  than  50  cities  in  the 


i 
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United  states,  Canada,  dreut  Britain,  Australia,  Lew  ^ulaud,  and 
Taanuniu,  where,  ell  toga tuer,  more  than  150,000  assuobled  in  con¬ 
vention.  Jinul tane ousl y  it  was  broadcast  by  &  transcontinental  chain 
of  118  ^niuec  States  radio  stations*  It  ia  now  published  that  millions 
more  oiay  road,  rightly  face  Uto  facts,  uud  oe  lastingly  benefited."* 

wist  J3U3STBD 

10,000,000  copies 

BATCH  T01YBR 

Bible  and  Tract  iociefcy 

International  Bible  Student  association 

Brooklyn,  n.  Y.,  U.  *>•  *  i  • 

Brandi  Offices: 

London,  -Suenos  tiroa,  i-crls*  Toronto,  Btrathf iol-2 ,  Cape  Town, 

Berne,  Jinn  dial,  and  other  cities. 

.  "I  Just  got  in  off  of  a  boat  from  Cuba,*  continues  the  youne;  man. 
mte  hadn’t  no  sooner  got  off  the  boat  when  tho  International  desmans* 

i 

Union  officers  tried  to  get  us  who  are  members  to  sign  an  agreement  ttet 
if  there  was  any  more  fighting  with  the  Rational  !*ariti me  Union  we  would 
piteh  In  and  help  the  I3U.  It  seems  that  not  Ion;  ago  the  !MJ  sent  a 
bunch  of  »mys  to  an  inu  meeting  to  bring  up  sol®  controversial  issues. 

'•o 11,  the  meeting  ended  in  a  free-f or-all ,  and  the  hall  was  wrecked. 

’’Then  when  the  T&SJ  colled  a  meeting*  the  ISU  went  to  their  meeting 
and  wrecked  their  hall;  they  broke  all  the  windows  and  chairs  and  every¬ 
thing.  When  the  organizer  explained  all  that  to  ua  die n  we  got  off  the 
boat,  we  called  a  meeting  to  talk  it  over,  tfe  decided  to  tell  him, 

•hell  no,  we  wouldn’t  fight.*  sftiy  should  we  get  mixed  up  in  such 

foolishness'’  Lots  of  then  boys  in  the  KHU  is  good  friends  to  us,  so 
why  shftuld  we  fi  hfc  with  tt  flm  just  because  a  few  union  leaders  want 
US  to  fi^lt? 


. 


'•'-Tien  II  *J  fellows  ldhat  pulled  that  sit-down  strio1*  on  the  B. 3,  CUBA 
lost  your  tno  using  their  foot  faster  than  their  henda.  Striking  aint 
no  child’s  business,  imd  they  shoulda  potter  a  lawyer  to  look  at  the  ship's 
•ontr&ct s  bofore  they  started  anything.  You  see,  the  CUBA  had  a  mil 
contract  with  the  United  Jtates  hOTonuaeTit  ,  and  the  contract  said  snns- 
thing  i  Von t  the  mill  not  bein;  hold  up  no-  o  t>  n  two  wee ks.  That’s 
ell  tho  courts  ruled  against  the  union,  beesuo©  the  stride  held  up  the 
mil.  If  they  had  Just  called  off  tho  stride  tor  a  couple  of  Anya  before 
those  t*3D  weeks  were  up,  and  then  started  tho  e trike  all  over  agrln,  the 
union  would  havo  ion  out.  But  new;  ell  than  boys  hive  lost  their  Jobs 
and  can’t  {jet  a:  back.  I  hanriL  that  the  company  offered  to  take  nost  of 
them  back  if  they  would  roaign  from  the  union,  but  only  a  few  of  ten  did." 

dark  ccnplexioned  girl  passes  the  house;  sho  has  an  attractive 
figure  and  wears  a  ti^t-f itting  dress, 

"Hello  Brunettcl"  calls  Pedro. 

*3h©  It:  not  »  good  woman,"  explains  : "stroll? u  *  &a  is  not  married; 

she  goes  wit ;h  unybody.  the  go  with  anybo dy  for  fifty  cants— leas  than 
that— for  a  good  time.  Hasn’t  aha  got  sera©  disease ?* 

*1  don’t  know,*  answers  Pedro. 

"Is  sho  a  ITegro?" 

"No,  her  mother  la  Cuban;  I  don’t  guess  her  own  mother  knows  who 
her  father  is.  3h©  looks  Ilk®  a  Pusrta  R  loon —I  suess  there  was  some 
Jumping  the  fence.* 

’’I  Sura  wouldn’t  change  pl&coa  with  her,*  ...streila  eays  with  con¬ 
viction.  "And  me  with  four  kidn.  At  least  I  an  more  bettor  off  than  oh© 
ia.  .’edro  was  nasty  to  no  for  awhile.  But  now  ho  realizes  that  what  h© 


V 


,1  • 


has  at  hot*©  is  aor©  better  than  want  ho  cun  find  on  the  streets#’ 

**  strolls  ic  plenty  jealous,”  Pedro  laughs#  HI  like  women  with 

\ 

plenty  Jeelous  and  temper  so  I  can  tame  cm  down.*" 

I  have  enjoyed  my  visit  to  lb  or  City  uo  much  that  I  begin  to 
consider  the  possibility  of  rarca lning  longer  than  I  had  planned#  I  ask 
edro  if  it  would  inconvenience  hire  greatly  for  us  to  delay  our  depar¬ 
ture)  for  several  days# 

"You  have  a  gcoa  time?"  he  asks#  '0#  v#  you  stay  as  long  *s  you 
wont#  You  know  wo  don’t  have  raich  but  we  do  tbs  bos l  we  oan  for  you 
to  be  happy  as  long  na  you  o  m  stay#  * 

So  Pedro  and  1  drive  to  the  telegraph  office  to  wire  ray  itato 
direotcr  of  toy  change  of  plana#  Padro  watches  mo  carefully  as  I  draft 
fcho  telogr^i#  Lo  is  ar»a©4  when  X  sand  it  colloot,  arid  walk  out  rithout 
paying#  "’ohaaaa  matter?**  he  asks#  Tou  no  have  to  pay  fa?’  telegram? 
iS&n,  now  you  do  that?” 

Jaan  vo  return  to  the  house,  Mith  has  oean  her  other  ids  tor,  Amanda, 
vato  h  s  invited  us  to  spend  the  next  few  days  with  her#  uo  pack  our  things 
assisted  by  Pedro,  Estrella,  end  the  children# 

r,Tou  come  by  to  oeo  us  ©very  day  while  you  arc  here,”  says  JstreLla# 

T  wish  you  would  stay  with  uo,  but  it’s  true  Amanda  has  laore  room#" 

Ao  w»  leave,  Pedro  says,  T  hope  you  fine  lots  of  stuff  to  write 
g oou  atories#  I  tellu  you  scathing:  if  you  tell  everybody  you  is  a 
Federal  -Titer  that  make  their  think  you  io  a  polio ea  or  something  and 
tiiey  no  talk  to  you*  if  you  Just  soy  you  arc  a  iLL  loliof  writer  they 

.  H 


will  talk  to  you  much  more  better 
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LIF  HISTORY  OF  !JT?*  IV  n.  "d/ -OffTUS 

Taken  Verbatim  and  Translated  literally# 

I  was  tom  In  tho  year  fC3  In  tho  town  of  nimorose,  ono 
and  a  half  leagues  fron  Sant  .antler,  r  pain* 

I  eano  to  roblle,  .labama,  in  tho  year  ,f?3*  in  Mobile  I 
dodicated  nysolf  as  waiter  of  a  store  find  br.rroosn*  I  went  in¬ 
to  business  with  a  partner,  who  had  barroon  and  billiard  roow. 
o  had  a  boor  war,  and  I  eano  to  Tampa  in  f89,  in  a  schooner 
which  was  called  11  Ussy  renders  on'1  •  It  disembarked  at  tbo 
mouth  of  the  river* 

Afterwards  I  dedicated  myself  to  making  cl  gave  for  only 
ono  week*  later  I  was  made  foreman  of  tho  factor  ;  of  ’  onet  Hnos* 

Ifcat  factory  lc  knovm  as  Lov ora*  Later  that  factory  closed  hc- 

(1) 

cause  they  worliod  only  ’pais  ,  and  I  wont  to  work  with  Fendns 
*  ('3*  until  tho  year  f99*  In  *93  I  established  myeclf  in  a 
barroon,  and  at  the  sane  tine  I  ran  for  appraiser  of  taxes  of 
the  city,  and  was  elected*  "lie  city  had  a  valuation  of  throe 
and  a  half  millions  of  dollars*  I  conti mod  in  this  until  1901, 
when  I  started  in  the  business  of  warehouse  in  a  Wholosalo  way* 
hen  I  was  elected  neater  of  Public  dorks  for  four  years* 

I  do  not  know  if  it  «iU  bo  Important,  ut  at  that  time  It  was 
necossary  to  put  up  a  bond  of  Cb0*000,  which  r*  Pesdas  and  Tr* 
"a ‘/a  gave*  his  lasted  until  1905* 

(1)  Tobacco  crown  in  this  country* 

\ 

a  t 


I  did  not  continue  and  kept  In  ay  business  as  wholesaler. 
In  1905  I  aado  a  combination  of  business  with  the  brewery. 

t  that  tirao  the  brewery  was  completely  broke.  I  mdo  good 
business  until  1909. 

In  1109  I  retired  from  the  brewery,  and  established  my¬ 
self  In  the  Wholesale  liquor  tusinos~.  hirin  '  this  tine  when 
I  had  the  warehouse,  I  had  to  have  certain  business  houses  so 
that  fehoy  would  consume  the  liquor.  nch  wholesaler  had  his. 
They  constituted  the  cus toners* 

This  lasted  until  the  tine  of  prohibition  in  1T1B.  * f  ter- 

wards  I  retired  from  tho  business  because  tho  change  of  that 

•  ^  .  \ 

politics,  everything  that  one  had  was  not  worth  anything. 

v 

"hoy  confiscated  you  more  than  95"'  of  your  investment. 

In  those  things  there  or©  opinions.  7  opinion  was  al- 
wn  s,  and  is  yet,  that  the  evolution  that  was  made  to  carry 
tho  country  to  prohibition,  was  not  in  reality  tho  prohibi¬ 
tion  to  tho  youths  or  to  tho  family  that  they  should  obtain 
all  the  liquor  desirable.  They  had  the  price  to  purchase  It. 
®y  opinion  is  that  it  *ao  an  ©volut*  f  terrible  reec  • 

Bor  r  lot  9Q<  of  M|  beer  ta  in  the  United  St&tOft  be¬ 
longed  to  Bormans.  95r’  of  the  ro fin© rice  belonged  to  Jews. 
9a"  of  the  importers  wore  Spaniards;,  Italians,  ’'Tench  and 
lormns.  bore  than  9a  of  tho  retailers  In  liquor  belonged 

•  t 

to  tho  nationalities  oitprcssod  a  ove,  all  foreigners. 


So  that  with  that  ovo •  at ion  called  prohibition,  they 
confl  c  feed  aoro  them  03  of  the  Investments  of  these 
f  or©  1  more  •  They  ano-nilo ;  their* poll tidal  force,  and  prevent¬ 
ed  the  itaalgr  tion  to  continue  favoring  tbone  lndustrieo* 

And  wy  logical,  the  capital  invested  s  Vgpf  great  of  the 
reforr  :d  invest  onts.  The  number  of  ®m  loyeon  'as  also  very 
root,  and  os  a  conseieice  of  this,  thoy  had  to  its: .©noo 
olltlcl  force;  an  in  nosy  states  this  situ  tloo  dominated* 
Jo  c  at  in  o  rrying  to  affect  the  prohibit ion Is tic  rapt  by 
means  of  ,ho  church,  ©specially  invltlxv  the  vote  of  the 
rover: ,  who  tb.sn  bog  n  to  have  th  right  to  rota,  financially 
hoi  ing  thoo©  churches,  00  that  under  the  flag  of  irofcibitien, 
and  protection  of  the  families,  they  should  do  as  they  did; 
their  c  mpalgn  in  favor  of  prohibition  daring  a  tiro  ;h©n 
there  c?ore  more  than  throe  million  sola  lore  out  of  the  country 
That  in  ay  opinion* 

The  olergy  of  the  different  done  nineties*,  exae  uo 

c  '  c ,  O'  vu  r  1  V .  ;,  ..  :  ,  i  , 

oho  meddle  ftp  litlc  1  and  civil  business ,  dr  in  any  other 
sffslr  \  1  q '  is  .  t  the  c  p  IISM  of  |  p  den  -  1  tiocu 

They  get  before  the  pul;- it  nd  cry  out  agsl;  at  anything  and 

everyth leg* 

1 

I  do  not  profess  any  other  reii  ion  than  tho  Ctholio , 
htcii  :.c  tho  one  .  ’  f  thors  t  wo  t  o  over  t  i©re  in  Spain* 

I  odnlre  the  Catholic  religion* 


hon  I  hod  boor*  olovou  years  In  ray  town,  I  was  an 
acolyte*  2  kneu  ho  to  sins,  ana  at  the  beginning  of  my 
olovo  th  year,  every  time  1  ont  to  church,  that  lnconeo  would 
na::o  o  11  zy  o o  evon  horo  \/hor  X  ont  ‘ae  a  pailbc  ror^  ©:. 
ovor  they  vould  lirht  the  inoenoo,  it  o  ilcl  Ivo  mo  a  head  cj* io  „ 
and  I  had  to  leave  iviedl  toly.  I  believe  In  roll  ton  only 
up  to  o  certain  point* 

I  was  at  ;© villa  at  the  inau£ur  tion  of  Alphonao  XU* 

# 

art Inez  Gorapo  proclaimed  hi  i  .ins  in  tho  yo  r  74* 

I  ma  .--•.mod  in  Jacksonville,  Florida,  In  the  year  30. 

o  had  on©  ftirl  and  tv/o  boys.  The  6.30  boyo  are  still  living. 

0 lond or f,  a  ran.  *>r  of  English  and  Spanish  and  pronunciation 
—that  was  my  school*  From  that  I  learned  tho  llttlo  that  2 
hn ow.  In  Jpolij  It  Is  Impose tbla  to  study  as  when  one  has  18 
yoarc,  they  t  le  you  to  servo  thq  fatherland,  and  only  children 
and  old  poo.  le  remain,  nho  cannot  v;ark*  io  one  must  ark  over 
slnoc  one  lo  r  oh lid* 

' 

In  order  to  put  someone  In  your-  place  to  servo,  one  must 
pay  00.00.  Tlioro  lo  no  an  ;or  of  oseaping,  oven  though  one 
Is  here.  If  owe  Is  not  in  Spain,  they  will  uatee  the  family 
responeible*  It  lo  ^oceas  ry  to  servo,  th  t  lo  all  they  ul- er¬ 
st  nd,  end  there  ore  no  excuses  of  a  y  kind  that  sre  valid* 

i 

1  ; .  o  ado  honor'  r  BMttMlV  of  tho  |  lUfe  W«  J  he  l 

number  £  no  oro  of  its  founders*  I  have  Just  roc  oived  tho 


lot  ter  fro:  the  "Centro"  advising  do  of  tmie.  It  ao  already 

;tl  O*  .  \ 


1'Brve  ;jrny  cootctaile  to  Thaodcr©  Roosevelt  when  lie  wo© 
car;,’ oc3  her©  l  Tar^a#  Ho  had  oaon:^)*i  *  horoes#  Ho  marched 
through  7th  /  :t  >  left  at  that  11  i  «&i  a  dandy  Vtosfta* 
Thor©  was  .o  t  '/©•  ont  nor  anything.  any  t i  os  he  *ould 
order  n  halt,  as*d  voul;  the  haraes  Rreol  do  n*  The 

•.  er'o:"’l  ■©©<:-  rrftafi  a  ft  H  ?am  a  lay  ©t©l*  ,  Ho  ©*  it* 

tnr*  offlo  tv  ana  yles,  on  anoraioua  man*  Ho  looked  li  e 

v 

o-  Tag©#  hot  r  non! 


/ 
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LIFE  HISTORY  OF 


MR.  FEDRQ  BARRIOS 

by 

F,  Valdes 


I  was  bora  in  the  Corro  in  Havana  in  1881.  That  is  tc  say  that  I  have 
54  years, 

I  was  brought  to  Hey  West  when  I  had  3  years;  and  oams  to  Tampa  from 
Key  West  when  I  had  13  years » 

I  learned  the  trade  of  oigar-maker  from  that  time;  and  with  the  excep- 

N(l) 

tion  of  a  season  I  had  as  reader,  I  have  done  nothing  ( "na  mas”)  else 
but  cigars.  From  four  years  to  this  part  I  have  worked  two  or  three  months 
during  the  year.  From  there  to  here,  I  worked  one  month  in  the  water  line, 
and  now  I  am  loader  of  bananas  when  the  ships  come  in. 

My  childhood  and  youth  slipped  by  peacefully.  I  had  a  father  who  loved 
me  very  much;  and  died  when  I  had  21  years;  and  a  mother  who  was  very  af¬ 
fectionate  with  me. 

From  then  till  now,  I  have  done  nothing  but  enjoy  myself  with  baseball 

and  fishing;  two  of  my  favorite  sports;  and  .1  find  myself  at  the  age.  of  54 

(3) 

years  "the  life  very  hurried - tight."  With  sufficient  years  and  ability, 

and  "I  do  not  find," 


(1)  This  is  an  apocope  of  nada.  Nearly  everyone  in  Ybor  City  uses  this 
form  of  apocope  before  the  word  "mas,"  as  in  the  above  case,  also 
when  asking  anyone  what  is  the  matter  with  him,  he  will  invariably 
answer  "na, "  meaning  nothing, 

(2)  Muy  apurada  la  vida.  An  expression  meaning  that  he  is  having  a  hard 
time!. 

(3)  apretada :  In  trying  to  further  impress  what  he  has  said,  he  adds: 
"apretada, "  meaning  that  it  is  difficult.  This  is  a  very  common  form 
of  speech. 

(4)  This  form  of  shortening  the  speech  is  very  common.  It  means  "I  do  not 
find  work." 


) 
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I  have  very  good  friends,  whom  I  esteem,  and  who  value  me* 

During  the  time  I  was  a  baseball  player  there  was  not  what  there  is 
today.  They  were  "ninths"  (novenas)  of  pure  sports  between  cigar-makers : 
and  there  were  many  players  from  Havana,  Among  them  was  Alfredo  Uontoto, 
who  helped  me  considerably.  The  "Red"  of  Ybor  player,  of  which  Martinez 
Ybor  was  president*  The  "optimo, ", our  "ninth"  which  was  the  "San  Francisco 
Afterwards,  1  have  devoted  myself  to  fishing,  I  always  go  on  fishing  trips 
every  week. 

I  was  also  and  am  an  amateur  of  ballads.  I  composed  a  ballad  to  the 

(2)  (3) 

ice-creams  "Tropical,"  and  "by  the  low"  1  glimpsed  ten  "canes, but 


it  was  a  failure  as  I  laoked  putting  on  the  tone  to  the  time  of  the  guitar. 


I  did  not  oooupy  myself  with  finishing  it.  The  first  part  of  the  ballad 


was  thus : 

Ya  se  acjibo  el  male  star 
Ya  tengo  1c  quo  quaria 
Fues  tomo  todos  los  dias 
Fues  tomo  todos  los  dias 
El  helado  Tropical. 


(4) 


(Translation) 

Already  my  anxiety  is  at  an  end 
Already  I  have  what  I  desired 
As  I  drink  every  day 
As  I  drink  every  day 
The  ioe-cream  Tropical, 

(5) 


3ut  I  ms  "twisted,"  and  I  neither  took  the  ten  "guayos,"  nor  anything, 

(6) 

The  "stroke  of  the  sabre"  gave  me  no  result, 

* 

(1)  This  word  is  used  to  mean  baseball  team, 

(2)  For  lo  ba.-jo.  This  is  an  expression  very  much  used  in  Ybor  City, 

It  means  "at  least," 


(3)  Canas ,  This  is  a  saying  of  Cuban  origin,  meaning  dollars.  In  a  way 
it  is  equivalent  to  the  word  "bucks,"  The  word  "canes"  is  only  one 
of  several  ways  of  calling  the  dollar;  such  as:  The  "sweet  potato," 
the  "GuayaoAn  (the  ligiiumvitae  tree),  "maracas"  (Cuban  rausioal  instru¬ 
ment.) 
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(4)  Arrollaron .  This  idiomatio  expression  is  very  much  employed  here,  and 
is  equivalent  to  "foiled."  Mien  there  is  a  discussion  (and  there  are 
many)  and  one  declares  himself  defeated,  he  will  say;  "me  arrolaste." 
(You  have  defeated  me.) 

(5)  Guayos.  This  is  another  name  for  the  dollar. 

(6)  El  Sablazo.  This  is  an  expression  equivalent  to  the  idiomatic  American 
word  of  "touch." 


As  to  the  customs  here;  This  was  once  a  small  Cuba.  "All  the^  world" 

(2) 

aided  eaoh  other,  but  Tampa  "began  to  cosmopolite  xtself,"  The  Italians 
and  Americans  began  entering  here,  and  now  it  is  a  mixture,  Thero  were  the 
Cubans  and  Spaniards.  The  customs  were  "almost  almost"^;  alike  to  those  of 
Spain,  But  there  were  also  the  typical  Cuban  oustoms.  You  could  eat  arum 
(malanga),  you  ("name"),  sweet  pbtatoes ,  Everything  came  from  Cuba,  and 
now-a-days  you  cannot  eat  it. 

(4) 

In  the  feasts  of  Christmas- day,  there  were  many  "rhumbitas"  on  the 

streets.  I  remember  that  we  formed  rhumbas  in  the  house  of  Puebla.  We  were 

one  whole  week  "rhumbaring ^  We  would  come  out  of  the  factory,  and  go 

to  the  house  of  Puebla  to  continue  the  rhumba,  and  thus  day  after  day.  The 

The  hubbub  was  so  great' that  we  even  drew  out  a  "cantico."  It  was  thus  * 

(7) 

"La  casa  ds  Puebla  se  desploma."  * 

(The  house  of  Puebla ,  collapses  ,) 

Christmas-eve  was  celebrated  with  much  merriment.  The  Three  Wise  Men 

bring  the  toys  in  Cuba  on  January  6th,  but  it  was  never  oeleb rated  here  in 

(6) 

this  way.  They  have  always  come  on  Christmas  Eve. 

(1)  Todo  el  mundo .  This  is  an  expression  equivalent  to  "everybody," 

(2)  Cosmopolitando.  This  is  a  misuse  of  the  noun  cosmopolite,  Her6  it  has 
been  used  as  a  verb. 

(3)  This  is  another  idiomatio  expression  very  commonly  used  here,  and  means 
"very  nearly,"  (oasi  casi). 


(4)  Rumbitas ,  riminutive  for  rhumbas 
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(5)  Rumbiando.  This  is  a  verb  of  the  noun  "rhumba, "  It  is  very  much  used 
in  Ybor  City,  but  is  not  used  in  the  sense  of  a  rhumba  danoe,  Fraoti- 
cally  everyone  in  Ybor  City  will  say  (when  the  occasion  arises)  "me 
fui  de  rumba,"  meaning  "I  went  on  a  spree";  or  "me  fui  a  runbiar"; 

"I  went  to  have  a  good  time," 

(6)  Cantioo.  Diminutive  for  song. 

(7)  This  line  is  repeated  several  times  with  a  little  shade  of  tone  dif¬ 
ferent  every  time, 

(8)  Here  he  refers  to  the  Reyes  Magos  (Three  Wise  Men.) 

They  were  also  aocustomed  to  burning  the  old  year  here.  The  people 
would  get  together  in  many  groups,  and  they  would  symbolize  the  old  year 
with  a  puppet  so  that  the  coming  new  year  would  be  better.  As  the  puppet 
was  being  burned,  they  would  say: 


"Vete  ano  malo,  a  ver  si  el  quo 
viene  es  mejor." 

(Go  evil  year  so  that  the  coming 
one  is  better,) 

There  was  a  Congo,  who  on  Thursday  before  "asueto"  (Sunday  Holiday) 


would  say: 


"I.Ianana  'viene'  (Viernes)  el  etro 
se  va»  y  el  etro,' maravilla  ‘tar 
la  matra," 

"Tomorrow  Friday,  the  other  goes,  and 
the  other,  marvelous  is  the  tree,) 

He  meant  that  "he  was  going  to  give  it  to  himself  in  big,  »(D 

There  is  also  a  oustom  among  the  children,  and  that  is  when  they  begin 


to  play  jumping  the  rope,  they  sing  this* 


(1) 


’El  patio  de  mi  casa 
Es  particular 
Llueve  y  se  moja 
Como  lss  demas , 
Agachato  nina 
Vuelvate  a  agachar : 
Que  si  no  te  agachas, 
No  Puedes  bailar." 


The  yard  of  my  house 

is  particular  It  rains  and  is  soaked 

Like  the  other  ones. 

Squat  little  girl, 

Squat  again, 

If  you  do  not  squat 
You  cannot  dance. 


Se  la  iba  a  dar  an  grande This  idiomatic  form  of  speech  is  very  common 
in  Ybor  City.  The  equivalent  in  English  would  be  "He  was  going  to  have 
a  big  time 
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(2)  There  is  also  another  game  which 
Spanish  or  Cuban  parents,  play, 
in  order  to  see  who  will  be  "it, 

Tin  marin  de  docs  pingue 
Cucara  macara  titiri  fue 
paso  la  mula,  paso  Miguel 
Mira  a  ver  quien  fue. 

There  is  also  another  similar  to 


all  the  ohildren  in  Ybor  City  of 
'When  they  are  playing  "hide  and  seek 
1  they  go  through  this  sort  of  jargon 

Tin  marin  of  two  pingue 
Cucara  maoara  titiri  was 
Passed  the  mule,  passed 
Mi ohae 1 

See  who  is  "it." 
this  one,  and  goes  like  this: 


Pito  pitc  oolorite 
Donde  vas  tan  boaito? 

A  la  acera  verdadera 
Pin  nan  fuera. 


Pito  pito  oolorite 
Where  are  you  going  so 
pretty? 

To  the  true  side-walk 
Pin  pan  out. 


There  is  also  a  little  song,  which  many  of  the  children  in  Ybor  City 

sing: 


Estaba  la  pajara  pinta 
Sentada  on  su  verde  limon 
Con  el  pioo  recoge  la  rama, 

Con  la  rama  recoge  la  flor 
Ay  Dios  V  ouando  vere  mi  amor? 

Ay  Dios  ouando  vere  mi  amor? 

(Translation) 

The  spotted  hen-bird 

Cn  its  green  lemon  was  sitting. 

With  her  bill  she  takes  the  twig, 

With  the  twig  she  gathers  the  flower. 
0  Cod  when  will  I  see  my  love? 

0  God  •  when  will  I  see  ray  love? 
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I  do  not  go  to  church  ever  sinoe  I  found  cut  that  the  money-lenders  took 
over  the  temple. So  notice^  ^  if  I  have  gene  to  ohuroh.  This  does  not  mean 
tnat  I  do  not  have  religion.  My  religion  is  the  following*  do  good  to  others. 
If  I  know  of  someone  who  has  nothing  to  eat,  I  cannot  sit  at  tho  table. 

The  anguish  of  anyone  is  my  anguish;  I  feel  it  as  muoh  as  the  one  who  is  suf¬ 
fering  it«^)  I  do  not  believe  in  doing  harm  to  anyone.  Neither  do  I  feel 
animosity  against  anyone. 

This  is  my  religion  and  the  one  whioh  I  impressed  on  my  ohildren,  I  am 
not  believing  in  the  prachers,  who  with  their  little  bock  in  the  hand,  and 
giving  himself  many  "strokes  of  the  breast,  "and  if  it  comes  to  hand"^6^ 

they  will  do  harm  to  the  "most  Holy  Mary."''7''  "They  are  all  life  enjoyers,  n(8) 
of  religion. 


(1)  This  is  a  humorous  way  of  stating  that  he  has  never  attended  church. 

c 

(2)  Fi.iate.  is  a  sort  of  idiomatic  expression,  and  it  is  used  to  further 
impress  what  follows • 

(3)  This  is  a  shortening  of  a  sentence.  The  meaning  is:  "I  cannot  sit  at 
the  table  and  eat." 

(4)  This  is  somewhat  similar  to  one  of  the  doctrines  of  the  witch  doctors 
in  Ybor  City.  They  will  (so  they  say)  feci  the  same  pains  and  suffer¬ 
ings  of  the  person  they  wish  to  cure,  Ey  transmitting  the  spirit  of 
the  siok  person  into  their  own  body  they  will  go  through  tho  convul¬ 
sions,  pains,  etc.  suffered  by  the  patient.  They  hold  that  the  person 
will  be  cured  in  this  way.  Several  people  believe  implicitly  in  this 
as  they  say  they  have  witnessed  these  cures  with  their  own  eyes, 

(5)  Golno  de  pecho .  As  expressed  here  it  refers  to  the  manner  in  which  a 
priest  prays  while  gently  striking  his  breast  and  says:  "Through  my 
fault,  Through  my  fault,  through  my  most  grievous  fault,"  It  is  an 
idiomatic  expression  used,  more  or  less,  by  all  the  Spanish  speaking 
people  in  Ybor  City.  It  has  not  the  same  meaning  as  above  as  it  is 
used  to  show  that  a  certain  person  is  very  boastful, 

(6)  Si  viene  a  mane.  This  is  an  expression  oommonly  used  to  mean  "handy," 

In  the  above  case  it  means  "if  necessary." 

(7)  This  saint  is  very  much  invoked  or  named  in  Ybor  City.  Due  to  its  oon- 
tinual  usage,  it  has  now  come  to  mean  "everybody," 
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(8)  Vivid  or .  Although  the  correot  meaning  of  this  -word  is  a  thrifty  or 
economical  person;  in  Ybor  City  it  has  lost  its  original  meaning  en¬ 
tirely,  and  is  used  in  a  contemptuous  manner ,  Its  meaning  is  a  human 

parasite, 

I  remember  that  at  the  comer  here  a  poor  negro  died  "who  did  not  haV6 
a  place  to  fall  dead,"^  ^  Among  several  we  made  a  collection,  but  the  prea¬ 
cher  did  not  give  "neither  a  bit."(2)  We  were  all  at  the  plaoe  where  ho  was 
buri3d,  under  a  sun  that  cracked  the  stones.  The  preaoher  stayed  at  a  oertain 
distance  under  the  shade  of  a  tree.  When  the  negro  ms  already  buried,  he 

came  and  said:  "ashes  you  are,  ashes  you  will  be,  through  the  oenturies  of 

« 

the  centuries,  Amen,"  He  only  said  these  words.  At  the  same  time  he  clapped 
on  his  hat  and  left  "open  for  Hiers  If  it  had  been  for  a  rich  man,  he 

would  have  said  a  sermon  of  two  hours,  which  would  have  put  one  to  sleep, 

Ivly  amusement  is  fishing,  "How  that"^^  each  one  has  his  amusements. 

There  are  those,  who  by  throwing  a  stick  up  in  the  air,  amuse  themselves. 

r 

I  have  only  "thrown  one  or  two  gray  hairs  to  the  air,nv  '  but  nearly 
always  I  have  led  a  very  tranquil  life, 

I  remember  that  I  and  several  more  would  go  to  Fort  Tampa  to  fish,  and 
every  day  we  would  catch  a  shark.  At  5:15  on  the  dot  they  would  come  in 

troops , 

(1)  Tras  de  quo  caerse  nuerto.  This  is  a  peouliar  saying  used  here  to  de¬ 
signate  a  very  poor  or  needy  person, 

(2)  Hi  >:izca,  as  used  in.  Ybor  City  means  "nothing." 

(3)  Abierto  vor  filers.  This  expression  came  in  use  when  Kiers  was  running 
for  sheriff.  When  a  person  wished  to  express  how  strong  he  was  for 
Hiers,  he  would  say:  "2st*oy  abierto  por  Hisrs."  This  expression  was 
afterwards  changed  somewhat,  and  oome  to  be  "abierto  por  ’high1"  (wide 
open).  Although  he  used  the  former  expression  of  "open  for  Hiers,"  he 
has  given  it  the  latter  meaning,  which  means  running  very  fast,  or  "left 
in  a  hurry," 

(4)  Ahora  oue.  This  expression  is  used  to  mean  although,  or  however. 
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(5)  Tirar  una  o  doc  canitas  al  ajre.  Ihis  expression  of  Spanish  origin, 
means  to  have  a  good  time.  Whenever  a  man  has  an  affair  or  is  going 
to  have  an  affair  with  a  woman,  he  generally  says;  "voy  a  tirar  ana 
oanita  al  air3"  (literally:  "I  am  going  to  throw  a  gray  hair  to  the 
airM.)  This  expression  is  used  in  a  humorous  manner. 


It  really  seemed  that  they  had  a  clock,  as  they  did  not  vary  a  single 
minute.  One  would  entrap  himself  every  time.  I  would  wrap  the  rope  around 
my  arm,  and  would  pull,  holding  on  to  a  pole,  until  I  would  draw  his  head 
from  the  water.  Then  my  companion  would  "sledge-hammer  his  head  with  an 
"iron  bar"  (1)  that  "not  even  the  Chinese  dootor"(2>  oould  revive  him.  But 
one  day  when  I  oaught  a  shark  whioh  was  as  big  as  this  porch,  he  pulled  so 
hard  that  he  "almost  carried  ray  arm. "(3)  The  rope  remained  marked  on  my  arm 
for  one  week.  The  pull  he  gave  me  "was  not  for  play.  "(4)  "For  the  ""matches  l" 
Since  then  I  do  not  catoh  airy  more  sharks, 

I  also  remember  a  fox  whioh  we  started  to  hunt.  You  oan  ask  this  of  any 
of  my  friends.  You  nay  laugh  at  this  story,  but  it  is  true.  Every  time  we 
stepped  to  rest,  the  fox  would  stop  also  and  would  look  at  us  from  afar.  It 
really  looked  "like  he  wanted  to  take  our  hair."^0-'  Finally  at  nightfall  fre 
7/ere  able  to  corral  him  in  a  rabbit's  cave.  We  dosed  ap  the  cave  and  left. 
The  following  day  we  came  back,  and  my  friend  fired  with  his  gun,  and  a 
rattlesnake  came  cut;  and  when  we  thought  that  the  fox  was  coming  out,  a 
rabbit  came  out.  Finally  we  were  able  to  take  the  fox  cut,  which  we  placed 
in  a  box.  It  seems  that  the  rattlesnake,  the  rabbit  and  the  fox  lived  there 
in  the  greatest  harmony. 

(1)  Mandariazo.  This  is  a  word  that  has  been  changed  sc  as  to  give  more 
force  to  the  original  word  of  "mandarria"  (a  sledge  hammer).  This  is 
a  looal  expression,  and  is  equivalent  to:  "tay  companion  gave  him  a 
terrible  blow  on  the  head  with  an  iron  bar  (similar  to  the  blow  given 
by  a  sledge  hammer.) 

(2)  Ni  el  medico  ohino.  This  expression  as  used  in  Ybor  City  signifies 
that  a  man  or  animal  is  past  all  cure  cr  help.  It  was  originated  in 
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Cuba  because  of  many  good  cures  effeoted  by  a  Chinese  doctor.  In  Ybor 
City  it  is  used  very  loosely. 

(3)  For  nade  me  lleva  el  brazo.  The  equivalent  for  this  is:  "Almost  wrench¬ 
ed  my  arm, " 

(4)  Ns  fue  -para  .-joero.  This  is  a  colloquial  expression  whioh  by  its  contrast 
with  the  word  "play"  means  "Was  very  terrible." 

(5)  Para  los  fosfcros.  This  is  another  colloquial  expression  which  is  used 
in  this  case  as  an  exolamation  to  give  extra  force  to  the  thought  that 
has  gonetbefore.  Its  equivalent  in  Eiiglish  would  be:  "To  the  misohief 
with  him  *" 

(6)  Nos  queria  tomar  el  relo.  This  expression,  as  used  hers,  is  equivalent 

to:  "He  wanted  to  get  our  goat." 

My  friend  then  placed  a  copper  necklace  around  the  neck  of  the  fox.  But 
the  fox  was  too  clever,  and  after  reaching  the  house,  he  broke  the  box  and 
escaped . 

Some  time  later,  while  I  was  hunting  with  several  friends,  I  saw  the  same 

fox.  I  knew  him  immediately  because  he  had  the  copper  neoklace .  We  gave 

0 

chase  until  he  entered  the  same  cave.  We  fired  inside  the  cave;  the  fox  came 

out  and  we  killed  him  ,  At  the  same  time  the  same  rabbit  came  out,  "By  my 

(1)  (2)  (3) 

mother  chico,  "  I  knew  him  because  of  a  small  blu.ck  spot  (pintica)  that  he  had 
cn  the  tail . 

I  also  remember  a  very  large  lagoon  which  started  in  Grand  Central  and 
took  all  this  part  back  here.  They  had  taken  that  as  a  dump  pile,  and  all 
the  shore  was  filled  up  w'ith  cans.  It  seems  that  an  alligator  had  the  custom 
of  coming  there  to  eat  the  refuse. 

One  day  I  went  to  this  large  lagoon,  but  it  seems  that  the  alligator  saw 

me  first.  I  had  my  back  turned  to  him  when  I  heard  a  terrible  noise  among 

/ 

the  cans . 

(4) 

I  looked  baokward  and  I  see  "that  pieoe"  of  alligator  who  was  after  me, 

I  dropped  the  gun,  and  ran  as  I  have  never  ran  before  in  my  life,  I  did  not 
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(5)  (6) 

stop  running  until  I  had  reached  home.  "When  I  say  to  give"  "long  strides" 
there  is  no  one  who  can  beat  ms.  I  do  not  know  if  it  is  true,  but  tney  say 
that  those  animals  run  very  muoh. 


(1)  Por  mi  madre.  This  is  an  oath  employed  more  or  less  by  everyone  in  Ybor 
City.  Its  equivalent  in  English  would  be  something  like  "my  goodness" 
or  "By  Gad." 

(2)  Chico .  The  literal  translation  of  this  word  is  "small  boy;"  but  as  em¬ 
ployed  in  Ybor  City  it  is  similar  to  the  Amerioan  way  of  saying  "Old 
Chap,"  This  is  one  of  the  most  common  words  used  here. 

(3)  This  is  a  diminutive  of  the  word  "pinta,"  In  true  Castilian  the  word 
is  spelled  "pintita." 

(4)  Eso  cacho ,  This  colloquial  expression  means  "very  large." 

(5)  Cuando  yo  disco.  This  expression  is  used  at  times  to  mean:  "When  I  com¬ 
mence  taking"  long  strides,  - 

(6)  Zanoa.iadas .  This  word  was  originally  "zancadas,  "  however,  it  is  hardly 
known  by  its  true  name,  as  practioally  everyone  uses  the  word  "zanca- 
jadas"  (long  strides.) 

Here  and  in  Ybor  City  there  are  many  slang  expressions.  As  an  example: 
one  will  ask  another  how  he  is,  and  he  answers:  "If  this  situation  continues 
I  am  going  to  "jolapear," 

The  people  who  are  very  poor  and  have  nothing  to  eat  are  called  "empty 
house  rats,"  When  they  are  very  bad  off,  they  are  called  "hardware  house 
rats,"  (If  they  want  to  eat,  they  must  eat  nails.) 

Also  when  one  meets  a  friend  and  asks  him  what  is  he  doing,  he  answers: 
"I  am  in  the  air,  old  chap,  like  the  President, "  because  the  President  is 
always  talking  through  the  air  (the  radio.). 


(1;  Jolapear «  This  comes  from  the  American  words  of  "hold  up." 
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X  was  born  In  the  to  n  of  Junto  otofano  di  »uio  j«iM| 
Icily,  on  May  18th,  I860,  and  am  now  75  years  of  e#«># 
f  ither  *rio  a  farm  .veaeont  working  the  ©oil  for  a  If. ad 

owner.  Since  ny  e  rly  years  I  toiled  t  the  f  rrn  with  ;/iy 

f ether# 

I  wne  married  at  the  age  of  22  year#,  and  tnen  locked 
a  tract  of  land  which  1  *"orked  planting  wheat,  or  on 
food,  potatoes  and  vegetables*  fter  we  had  bean  married 
..  ye  r,  my  rite  '  rvc  bi  th  to  u  c  .lid,  a  baby  boy,  *-ue 
died  when  he  rtt  a  n  ybur  oil#  In  the  ye  nr  1885  ry  if© 

i 

p  ;nln  ,;rve  birth  to  another  oon  who  tied  Boon  after* 

In  t hi er  o.-.ne  yeer^  I  deoiind  to  come  to  ©r  "  rl©-.-  ns 

<*here  nr.ny  Itrlia.no  were  11 /in.;  at  that  tine.  7  he  trip 
r  q  ion  mi  te  .loue,  1  otlna  30  df.ye#  i  -r  8  after -tv  -.a 
introduce  1  to  CIr #  V'  cc-.ro  who  ess  the  owner  of  the  etMMwe© 
ehij>  lino  in  which  I  had  sailed  to  amt icr-  ith  my  ^ife# 
e  soon  bee  pine  fast  friend**#  and  h©  proposed- to  me  tust 

t 

Z  work  for  him  at  hiss  PredtMMi  Company  in  Mow  Orleans* 

(e  handled  bananas  chiefly  which  he  hr ctu jht  from 
Honduras*  There  I  wee  er. ployed  as  foreman,  which  position 
I  hell  for  earn  to  Jrcaro* 

everr.l  friendn  described  Tempt*  to  m&  t  1th  such  jlo  - 
ing  color e  thi.t  I  soon  bnarD©  enthused,  and  decided  to 
cone  here  and  try  my  fortune#  accordingly,  in  1887, 
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leaving  my  rife  in  Hew  Orleans*  I  took  the  train  to 

Uebile*  t  Mobile  I  took  the  boat  that  brought  no  here* 

« 

e  diser  .barked  at  the  Lafayette  street  bridge*  i  was 
then  27  year®  of  age, 

Z  had  expected  to  see  r  flourlshln  city*  but  $y 
expectationo  ?ore  too  high*  for  what  X  «a«  before  a  «:?.l- 
moet  brought  me  to  tears*  There  a  no thing;  what  one 
nv  y  truthfully  say*  nothing#  "r  .nklin  .  aa  a  long  srhdy 
street*  Thejr©  were  very  few  houses*  t  nd  these  were  far 
apart  i th  tall  pine  trees  surrounding  them*  The  Hills* 
bor ouh  County  Court  House  was  a  11  wooden  building* 
dome  men  v  ers  just  beginning  to  work  on  the  found;  tion 
of  the  Tampa  Bay  Hotel* 

Tbor  City  was  not  connect'd  to  Tampa  as  it  is  today* 
There  was  a  *’  ilderneas  between  the  two  citiea*  and  dis¬ 
tance  of  more  than  one  mile  between  the  two  places*  .11 
of  Ybor  City  was  ‘not  worth  one  cent  to  me*  in  different 
places  of  Ybor  City  a  tall  species  of  grass  grew*  proper 
of  S" cxnpy  places.  This  grass  gre*'  from  5  to  6  feet  high# 
1  was  completely  disillusioned  ith  what  X  saw*  There 
was  a  stagnant  ater  hole  where  the  society  of  the  Centro 
iSepanol  (  panish  Club)  is  today  located,  9m  11  woolen 

bridge  spanned  this  pond*  I  remember  that  X  was  afraid 

* 

to  cross  that  bridge*  and  especially  so  at  night*  bee  use 
of  the  alligators  that  lived  tnere*  fhey  would  often 
crawl  into  the  bridge  and  br.sk  there  in  the  sun  ail  day 

long* 
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The  factory  of  Martinez  Ybor  had  some  twenty  cigar- 
makers  f  Sanchez  y  Haya  had  son©  fifteen!  while . * endaa  had 
about  ten#  I  worked  for  r  time  at  the  factory  of  Modesto 

•  r 

Fonet  is  etri  >per,*  and  made  3  /f  for  my  first  day’s  work. 
Of  course ,  I  was  then  only  learning  the  cigar  business, 
and  could  not  expect  to  make  more.  hen  1  bee  me  skilled 
in  my  work  as  stripper,  1  would  make  from  1.00  to  1.25 
a  d'  y. 

hile,  still  at  this  work.  I  gradually  began  learning 
the  cigar-makers*  trade  as  X  saw  that  they  were  making  a 
much  more  comfortable  income,  then  X  had  become  somewhat 
proficient  ns  a  cigar-maker,  1  was  earning  from  14.00  to 
15.00  a  week. 

hen  I  had  been  in  Tampa  some  two  or  three  years  1 

sent  for  my  rife  who  wee  still  living  in  New  Orleans. 

* 

hen  she  arrived  in  Tam  a  she  burst  out  crying  at  what  she 

saw i  wilderness,  swamps,  alligators,  mosquitoes,  and  open 

closets.  The  only  thing  she  would  say  when  sx;e  arrived 

rp.s:  "vhy  have  you  brought  me  to  such  a  place?” 

Here  we  had  two  more  sons,  and  one  died.  v,e  had  in 

all  four  children,  of  whom  three  died.  Ve  only  had  one 

child  left  whom -we  were  a  bid  to  r  ise. 

at  about  this  time  Kr.  nrtinez  Ybor  (the  cigar 

manufacturer}  was  offering  homes  for  sale  at  a  very  low 

*  stripper  in  a  cigar  factory  is  one  who  removes  the 
stem  from  the  tobacco  leaf. 
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price.  I,  therefore,  went  to  him  and  purchased  a  home 
at  the  corner  of  lath  street  and  8th  j venue  for  the  price 
of  725.  1  still  have  this  house,  although  considerably 

remodeled.  I  paid  100  sc  uh,  ini  the  balance  i  paid  off 
in  monthly  terms*  I  was  able  to  do  this  with  ti*e  help  of 
ry  •  ife,  who  worked  also  at  the  cigar  factory*  tte  v  orked 
in  sever'- 1  factories,  sanetl^es  in  eat  Tamp*,  and  sons* 

i 

times  in  Ybor  City,  wherever  working  conditions  vers 

bettor. 

In  all,  I  worked  28  years  at  the  cigar  factories* 

At  the  end  of  this  time  my  eight  became  somewhat  impaired, 
nd  I  ’  as,  therefore,  obliged  to  discontinue  my  work# 

y  son  *r  v  up  into  •.  yrmr  ^  nr.n,  ;&erried  and  L:  d  two' 
childrens  both  boys.  One  of  my  grandsons  is  married ,  and 
the  other  is  still  single,  hy  son  has  now  been  out  of 
work  for  the  at  throe  years# 

I* am  livin;  at  present  from  vhat  little  rent  1  oan 
collect  from  the  various  buildings  that  X  own*  -her©  are 
frjTtilles  that  have  been  livin;  in  my  houses  seven  weeks 
without  paying  rent,  yet  should  i  wish  to  dislodge  them  i 
trust  go  to  the  Court  Rouse  and  pay  them  $b*00,  and  tnen 
'"f  it  three  more  v ■<  eks  before  they  are  finally  dislodged# 
These  properties  are  mine*  1  have  worked  hard  in 
order  to  ha vs  them,  yet  X  cannot  do  ne  1  deem  proper  with 
them*  If  I  oonnot  pay  the  t  xos  thee  ho uses  -ill  b© 
taken  from  me.  If  I  cannot  collect  r.y  rents,  1  am  not 
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to  pay  the  taxes*  I  should,  therefore,  be  allowed  to 
dislodge  those  th  t  c  nnot  pay  their  rent,  ttni  without 
join*;  through  ao  much  trouble.  It  ia  not  Justice  to 
e  pect  taxes  to  fee  paid  when  you  cr  nnot  collect  your  rents* 
There  is  not  much  hope  in  Tbor  City*  The  cigar 
ffictorles  are  on  a  continuous  decline,  Tho  factory  of 
Corral  4  odiaka  had  1500  persons  working,  today  it  ha 
only  some  150  or  200  persons* 

The  railroad  between  Tampa  and  Jacksonville  had  over 
40  men  working  daily  along  the  tracks,  keeping  the  grass 
from  mowing  over  the  rails,  aeein ;  that  the  Urge  along 
•  the  tracks  vi  ora  v  ell  kept,  etc,  Today  they  do  not  hav-a.  a 
single  man  doing  Uiis* 

The  Trust  has  si  so  purchased  many  factories  here  and 
have  removed  them  to  the  Northern  cities. 

The  people  of  Tbor  City  are  orphans,  not  only  of 
father  and  me'ther,  but  of  everything  in  life.  They  can-* 
not  find  ’  or k  at  the  cigar  factories  because  of  the 
machines*  If  the  government  ould  place  a  tax  of  15,000 
on  each  machine,  the  manufacturers  ould  soon  hive  to 
discontinue  them,  and  there  *  ould  be  y  ark  for  those  that 
are  still  left  here# 

lender  present  conditions  the  people  of  Ybor  City  have 
no  other  alternative  but  to  leave  for  Sew  York  City,  Hors 
th*y  oflly  ®  week  for  the  maintenance  of  &  whole 
family,  and  the  single  person  ie  not  given  any  relief 
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whatever*  In  rev  York  City  they  are  ^iven  a  home* 
groceries,  coni  to  vara  themaelveo  in  vintor,  *n d 
electric  lights •  Here  they  are  not  aiv&a  any thing* 
There  io  not  an  employee  of  hav-a- Tampa  that  is 
fro<n  Ybor  City.  11  their  employees  are  omen  who  cone 
from  little  to*-  no  near  Trap?.*  The  factory  ie  situated 
here  in  Ybor  City,  yet  eery  fee  lotine  if  any,  are 
employed*  This?  factory  sye  their  employees  whatever 
they  plenee* 
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social  skhvici:  pjgARaiair 

ffitBRQECriCT  RLLISF  COUNCIL 

Of 

nilloboroujh  County 


Bran  oh:  1613  Ninth  vo« 

TaUPA,  FLORIDA 


ifey  21,  193C  RS:  AUTCBIOGRAFH?  OF 

OSRAHDO  CORTINA 


It  ie  my  opinion  that  thlo  rrsn'o  line  of  thouchtj-  if  ao  It  caild 
bo  called,  -  and  his  attitude  to  things  established,  should  be  considered 
an  individual  case,  einilar  to  rahich,  there  may  bo  a  few  uno&£  the  people 

I 

af  our  ocrsmmity,  but  it  is  oaeo  in  no  way  representative  of  the  majority 
of  the  la  tins  vho  farm  this  croup  of  the .  unemployed  in  Tbor  City 


3/  lire.  Jooo  Quintana 
Supervisor  «  1613,  9tli  St*  Office 


U3T  OPIHIOK  OK  rSIiS  AITITOI03RA3IY  BY  W,  GORTPi, 

I  hove  hod  tho  opportunity  to  road  tho  autobiography  written  by 
Mr*  Gerardo  Cortina,  in  ifcioh  I  aohna/ladgo  hie  mental  strain  to  demon- 

4  ' 

strata  bio  doelre  for  the  well  boing  of  the  occnunity*  Ifovertheloos,  a 
look  of  oduoatlan  and  oxperionoo,  as  wall  no  natural  intelligence,  la 
noticeable  In  hlo  writing,  and  according  to  hio  oxprooslono  he  seems  to 
be  a  fanatical  "radical'*  but  duo  to  hie  poor  preparation  it  aocne  that 
he  is  not  capacitated  to  give  hie  opinion  on  "radical ion*" 

In  Ifetapa,  as  well  as  in  othor  parts  of  tho  country,  wo  find  individuole 
of  his  coerce  preparation  that  through  their  i^aoranoo  arc  coneiderod  "fcraro 
fools,”  expressing  tlraceolvoe  in  such  a  way  as  to  appear  to  be  opposed  to 
tho  present  system  of  go  Vermont,  believing  thaoeolvoo  capable  of  controlling 
the  world*  Cno  of  tho  fatalities  of  this  life  is  ignorance  and  an  ignorant 

v 

person  ocnooivos  orronoous  illusions  by  which  wo  cannot  guide  ourselves* 

I  happen  to  know  Mr.  Gerardo  Cortina  trail  because  I  have  worked  to¬ 
gether  with  bin  on  different  projootc  and  I  do  not  wish  to  accuse  him,  but 
to  do  Juetioo,  in  my  estimation,  he  is  a  porsen  of  littlo  oulturo*  The  way 
he  espressos  himself  denotes  that  Ira  does  not  knew  what  ho  is  talking  about* 

I  would  venture  to  say  that  ho  does  not  ovon  know  tho  nooning  of  social  life, 
oocnitting  many  errors  which  place  him  In  ridicule  among  his  f ©How-workers* 
Sincerely  I  am  sorry  for  him  because  if  ho  has  road  books  on  philosophy, 
ho  does  not  seem  to  have  comprehended  and  all  ho  has  acquired  arc  erroneous 
notions* 

* 

In  ^bor  City  wo  havo  ntrny  persons  that  are  ignorant  due  to  tholr 
monger  education,  thinking  themselves  authorised  to  govern  others*  In  hie 
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early  life  Mr,  Cortina  was  an  apprentice  in  a  printing  ahop  and  hie 
Job  was  to  draw  lines  across  blank  paper,  Socouso  of  this  experience  he 
hoe  gotten  the  idea  that  ho  is  to  draw  lines  of  occduot  in  tho  calamity 
when  tho  do  rare,  ore,  and  will  be  imposed  by  the  government  to  guide  the 
nation  by  elect  Ion  of  tho  pooplo. 

It  is  rog rottabie  to  have  so  many  feeble  minded  persons  as  Mr, 

Cortina  in  tlio  oomunitios.  To  claim  a  right  it  is  natural  that  a  person 
must  respect  others*  rights  and  so  it  happens  that  this  person  always  feels 
that  others  are  indebted  to  him,  I  bring  this  up  because  on  several  pro¬ 
jects  that  I  ha vo  worked  together  with  Mr,  Cortina  I  have  notiood  that  he 
evaded  as  much  as  possible  the  work  to  be  done,  claiming  incapacity  vlion 
this  work  did  not  require  any  intelligence  or  experience,  which  makes  me 
oone  to  the  conclusion  that  ho  is  Just  plain  lazy,  I  state  this  without 
prejudice,  not  wishing  to  degrade  his  person  but  Just  vdt  i  the  rare  idea 
to  identify  this  individual  that  is  incapacitated  to  bo  a  director  and, 
needless  to  be  said,  to  bo  directed. 

As  to  his  moral  conduct,  I  have  found  out  that  hie  wife  had  to  divorce 
him  because  he  Is  not  a  man  to  comply  with  his  obligations,  discarding  de¬ 
votion  for  his  personal  freedom. 

Therefore,  I  do  not  consider  Mr,  Cortina  capable  of  handling  sociologi 
cal  work,  in  whioh  is  necessary  a  certain  amount'  of  education,  besides  the 
natural  intelligence  and  the  desire  to  cooperate. 

This  is  my  sincere  opinion. 


Iknuol  Marrero, 
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AUTOBIOGBUHiy  07  A  PERSON 
BRIO  INSISTED  ON  WITINQ  OKS 
Translated  from  Spanish 
to  English* 

FRgTAOS 

I  wish,  before  anything  else,  to  solicit  of  my  dear  readers,  that 
they  dispense  mo  the  most  cordial  benevolence,  since  they  will  not  have 
the  pleasure  of  reading  the  copy  sheets  of  an  upright  literary  man,  but 
those  composed  by  a  humble  worker,  who  by  force  of  sacrifices,  has  been 
able  moderately  to  take  a  little  instruction,  so  that  in  this  manner  be 
able  to  distinguish  the  world  and  its  consequences* 

!Jy  name  is  that  of  Oerardo  Cortina  Pinara*  I  was  bora  in  the  City  of 
Havana,  the  second  day  of  January  of  the  year  1912,  reasons  for  which  you 
will  be  able  to  calculate  that  I  have  at  present  the  short  age  of  25  years 
in  the  world  of  the  living*  An  age  which  will  seem  short  in  order  to  con¬ 
sider  a  person  with  the  sufficient  experience  to  Judge  the  different  world¬ 
ly  problems;  an  opinion  on  which  I  differ  as  I  believe  that  the  world  and 
its  consequences  are  the  principal  factors  *4iich  gives  to  man  ths  experi¬ 
ence  of  living* 

I  on  the  son  of  honorable  and  laborious  Spaniards*  %  father *3  name 
was  Juan  Antonio  Cortina*  lie  dedicated  himself  laboriously  to  the  commerce 
of  grocery  stores  in  Cuban  lands,  place  in  viiioh  he  founded  and  procreated 
a  poor  but  honest  family.  He  was  a  man  of  means,  and  far  this  reason 
our  hone  looked  nothing*  The  none  of  my  mother  was  Sofia  Pinero  y  Garcia, 
also  of  Spanish  rationality.  Prosperity  and  happiness  inhabited  this 
my  poor  hone  as  was  told  to  me  by  elders  of  the  family,  tit  lie  my  beloved 
father  had  life*  But  unhappily,  death  knocked  at  tho  doors  of  my  hone. 
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and  the  hood  pf  the  family  went  to  render  tribute  to  tuo  aotlier  earth, 

ISy  father  did  not  leave  nuch  worldly  treasures  in  the  year  of  1918, 
flour  years  after  the  death  of  ny  father,  ny  poor  mother  died,  leaving  in 
the  world  five  children  without  worldly  treasures, 

\ 

The  older  of  my  brothers  were  adopted  by  sisters  and  cousins  of  my 
mother,  and  to  them  is  attributed  the  affection  and  the  compliance 
which  to  sons  is  dispensed.  As  I  was  the  smallest  of  all  my  relatives 
placed  me  in  the  worthy  "Granja  Dr.  Kamel  Delfin,"  place  in  which  I 
followed  a  course  of  five  years*  study  as  pupil.  My  teacher  was  Mr. 

Manuel  -rtea  *a,  a  religious  man  consecrated  to  the  Catholic  order,*  and 
due  to  his  unwearied  persuasion,  it  Is  the  reason  why,  in  the  present 
days  the  small  knowledge  of  knowing  how  to  place  my  name.  In  the  year 
1923  I  left  the  training  school  due  to  economical  reasons  and  cormonced 
learning  the  trade  of  line-maker  at  the  printing  company  of  "Lc.  Habanera," 
house  situated  on  the  street  of  Mercaderes  Ho.  28,  in  the  City  of  Havana. 

for  reasons  that  the  second  one  of  my  brothers  was  the  second  operator 
of  ray  department,  I  was  able  advantageously  to  learn  my  trade  in  the  period 
of  four  years •  It  should  be  recorded  tint  in  order  to  realize  this,  I 
found  myself  in  the  necessity  of  presenting  documents,  which  testified 
that  I  had  16  years  in  1923,  so  that  in  this  manner  avoid  that  the 
Secretary  of  4ork  of  the  Republic  of  Cuba  should  hinder  my  apprenticeship. 
After  graduating  as  operator  in  the  year  1927,  I  worked  at  the  house  until 
the  nonth  of  February  in  the  year  1928,  and  on  the  7th  day  of  toy  of  the 
same  year,  I  took  the  ship  CUBA,  which  brought  me  to  this  hospitable 
American  land,  to  the  City  of  Tampei. 
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Upon  sy  arrival  in  Tam;  a,  I  started  working  as  Traitor  in  a 

' 

cafe#  whloh  found  itself  situated  in  2102# 14 th  street*  At  the 
same  ti-e  I  acquired  friends#  and  those  advised  do  to  dedioate  my- 
self  to  reading  at  the  faotorics#  and  in  this  manner  it  was  another 
field  experimented*  Uouths  later  I  went  to  ooau.y  a  place  as  Reador 
at  the  factory  of  Gradiaz  urnis  &  Co*,  but  never  leaving  the  positive 
position#  sinoe  the  hours  of  re  ding  allowed  no  to  render  another  work# 

In  the  year  1931  I  contracted  nuptials  with  a  daughter  of  tills 
oity  of  Tampa*  Her  none  is  Ssther  Genis#  belonging  to  a  respectable 
and  esteemed  faoily  of  the  Tampa  society*  Toward  the  end  of  the  cano 
year  31#  the  terrible  symptoms  of  the  sickness  of  •  unemployment*  com¬ 
menced  to  sprinkle  me#  and  for  this  reason  I  lost  the  employment  which 
I  held  in  said  oafo*  I  nos  left  alone#  depending  upon  a  snail  salary 
which  I  had  as  Reader  of  the  small  workshop  of  Arango  5  Arango#  amount 
which  was  not  sufficient  to  purchase  bread  and  bat  or*  But  to  increase 
th  misfortune#  the  siokness  of  *  unemployment"  was  nearing  me  with  gi- 

v  ( 

jantio  steps#  to  3uoh  an  extreme  that  two  nocks  later#  the  "lovers"  of 
the  oity  of  Tampa,  the  L!r* manufacturers#  agreed  at  a  joint  meoting  of 
their  association#  to  abolish  the  readings  in  the  workshops  because  they 
considered  this  pornioious# 

The  distinguished "lovers"  of  Tampa  prdhonted  the  excuse  that  In  the 
tribunes  of  the  respective  olgar  factories#  r  adlng  was  made  of  radical 
works#  and  wommunistio  newspapers#  without  knowing  that  such  books  and 
dailys  wero  subject  to  the  striot  oensorship  of  the  merioan  government* 
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it  1$,  therefore,  demonstrated  that#  with  the  assurance  of  tho  ocn- 
eor&hip*,  toe  Ur*  anufacturcra,  were  wanting  of  the  truth*  as  to  ay 

tai,*v:ir^;*  eoJ  it  is  very  hamblc,  but  gifted  with  the  sincerity  that  char- 

■ 

act  rieod  a  •'hr  1st  ion,  os  I  believe  that  if  the  government  of  the  United  ' 
«>tate-  permits  such  foreign  works  in  this  country  sabjeot  to  th©  octal 

franchise,  and  for  a  greater  dcraooraoy,  oonsento  algo  that  newspapers  be 

-  *  \ 

edited  with  ooa  mnictio  rinoi  les,  There  is  no  reason  why  manufacturers 
of  foreign  origin  should  restrain  the  dcaooraoy  given  by  this  sovereign 

I 

country  that  reading  is  given  to  literature  that  pleases  the  people,  al¬ 
ways  and  whenever  it  oonforoc  with  the  laws  of  oensorshlp. 

If  the  Sir.  aaaufaoturer  had  no  other  reason  t  an  the  one  given,  which 
1  do  not  believe,  as  I  esteem  that  they  presented  unfounded  reasonings,  or 
wickedly  inclined,  and  on  talcing  suoh  measures  of  abolishing  the  readies, 
tboy  threw  on  the  streets  more  than  40  fathers  of  family,  and  converted 
tmoa  os  federal  government  ohages,  1  believe  that  they  made  a  do  able 
evi-,  slhoe  they  did  not  pay  sho  aforesaid  readings  in  the  workshops,  as 
it  mu-  tht  corking  cigar-aakcr  who  saorifioed  his  earnings  to  sustain  what 
thoy  lified  as  tbi  bread  of  instruction, 

3y  .mean-  of  these  tribune.;,  the  wording  oigar-maicer  received  proa^; 
and  advantageous  teachings  which  L  emitted  then  to  inorcase  thoir  cul¬ 
tural  knoclcdjaf  and  would  have  permitted  the a  to  penetrate  olearly  the 
government  Ian  ol  the  /resident  of  this  great  orloan  nation,  who  at 
first,  on  dlrcotlng  hlaself  to  the  workers  of  his  country,  asked  thera  high¬ 
ly  t  at  they  should  group  thcosolves  in  Institutions  so  that  in  this  mou¬ 
rner  they  should  help  in  his  lan  of  helping  the  workers# 

% 

■'*£  it  will  be  well  understood  who  reeds  me,  the  £Sr*  1  anuf aoturers 
abol  shed  the  readings  for  some  obsoorc  reason,  which  they  oannot  uctaln  on 
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the  ublio  face,  because  they  lack  the  sufficient  rsoral  force  to 
realize  suoh  a  tiling*  Bat  as  al  non  possess,  and  honorable  is  ho 
who  possesses  an  opinion,  I  wish  to  emit  mine*  The  Ihv  manufacturers 
of  aapa  suspended  the  reading  so  a3  to  prohibit  that  the  working 
oigar-aaker  could  have  a  o labourer  of  the  "organization®  within  the 
workshop* 

Lit  the  sensible  nen  of  this  great  American  nation  answer,  honora¬ 
ble  oltizene  who  restrain  that  tha  workers  should  group  themselves, 
when  the  President  of  the  nation,  whoa  they  say  they  loro.,  asks  the 
workers  to  associate*  Ho*  \n  honorable  oitizen  finds  hirac  If  in  the 
obli  atioa  of  aldin  tho  authorities  which  he  elected,  as  a  res  cot  to 
ttie  nation,  and  because  of  personal  dignity* 

I  know  that  the  Hr*  .Manufacturers  will  manifest  that  the  sus¬ 
pension  of  reading  happened  in  tho  year  of  1X1,  and  the  petition  of 
■  as  oo late*  yourselves*  emitted  by  the  Mr*  President  was  in  the  70a r 
of  1933*  But  I  would  answer  to  such  a  thing;  why  did  "?•  nantifnoturors 
deny  the  delegates  of  the  «  International  Gigar-iakers  of  America", the 
reopening  of  the  readings  in  the  Joint  reunion  of  manufacturers  and  wor¬ 
kers,  carried  to  effect  in  tho  month  ox  June  of  the  passed  year  of  1933* 
In  this  oa:.o  there  Is  only  one  thing  to '’say:  the  14**  manufacturers  main¬ 
tain  the  tribunes  closed  because  of  re strict ifn  to  government  plan  of 
the  Jr .  -resident,  ani  not  because  of  fear  that  tho  residents  of  Tampa 
will  convert  themselves  into  Goamanists* 

But  leaving  to  one  side  the  oaa-icntary  of  this  anti-demoor  at  ic  no¬ 
tion,  I  ispost  to  _as  over  to  realize  tne  end  that  I  propose  to  those 
lines* 

f 

One  year  later  after  these  events  or  in  the  year  1932,  cy  wife  con¬ 
verted  ae  into  the  father  of  a  beautiful  girl,  on  whom  wo  plaood  the  nan© 
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of  Sofia*  so  that  in  this  manner,  remember  In  my  little  daughter  my 
lost  mother* 

In  the  yene  year  of  1932  I  wont  to  fora  part  of  that  erect  con¬ 
glomeration  of  unemployed  who  belonged  to  the  offices  of  the  National 
Emergency  Council,  knorn  as  the  offioes  of  the  Relief*  Although  I 
realized  prowess  to  see  if  I  could  provide  myself  with  a  stable  po- 
.  sltioa  in  any  place,  and  In  anything*  all  my  realized  efforts  re¬ 
sulted  sterile  to  obtain  y  purpose*  Jcdita  ing  greatly  whet  would 
result  to  tho  world*  if  it  continue  through  th©  taken  trail*  I  passed 
in  spiritual  meditation,  the  rest  of  this  year  1932* 

Anoth  r  year  had  pa  sed  over  the  inhabitants  of  the  plentt,  and 

« 

we  found  ourssslves  air  ady  in  the  year  193w*  3a&  year  for  mo*  since 

it  was  in  thlc  year,  and  on  the  date  always  marked  on  or  11  2,ln  which 
the  angel  of  my  hone  disappeared  from  this  isorld*  Tho  death  of  qy  daugh- 
ter  planted  uneasiness  and  restlessness  in  my  home,  and  yet  forgetting 
that  Christian  faith  which  asks  resignation  of  man  before  tho  purpose  of 
the  Divine  Father,  the  afflicted  hearts  of  all  the  family  is  the  hour 
which  unfort anatcly  has  not  been  able  to  find  such  a  balm  of  consolation* 

After  the  second  anniversary  of  the  death  of  y  little  daughter,  I 
continued  occupying  ray  place  in  the  line  of  the  Immense  conglomeration  of 
unea  loyed*  in  hope  probably  that  the  spirits  of  men,  badly  treated  by  the 
present  social  develo  rnent.*  they  should  revest  the.us  Ives  of  sufficient 
goroe  so  that  in  this  manner  they  will  find  themselves  ready  to  defend  with 
the  required  energy,  tho  right  that  every  man  has  of  benofitting  of  that 
whioh  the  earth  produces* 

It  is  to  bo  lamented  that  human  beings  have  persisted  in  making  of 

\ 

man  a  slave  of  man*  Ills  is  to  be  lamented  because  Christ  said  through 
his  apostles  that  man  is  made  to  benefit  of  that  which  the  World  produoes# 


7. 


bat  not  that  non  should  noke  a  clave  of  him. 

In  this  sovcrnacntal  system,  so  inappropriate,  nan  finds  himself 
relegated  worse  than  the  boasts,  sinoo  those  fortunately  oat  daily, 
while  aan  encounters  ^reat  want  of  tranquility  to  obtain  a  piece  of 
br  ad  to  ^ive  to  his  snail  children,  and  3ivc  thongs  it  oan  be  obtained* 

3 at  a  day  will  arrive,  said  Christ,  in  whioh  those  who  ask  for  Justice 
will  be  attended  to,  and  such  a  thin;*  I  presume  will  not  bo  delayed* 

I  Must  advise  that  if  in  these  moments  I  foroo  ay  nind  to  realize 
this  Bis  ion,  I  do  not  do  it  solely  to  satisfy  a  spiritual  expansion, 
but  to  oorry  out  the  petition  that  ay  dear  and  special  friend,  John 
Fcrlita,  ahief  of  the  Cociologioal  3budy  of  the  dopa-*taent  of  Federal 
belief,  rtho  approaohed  oe  so  that  I  would  write  ay  huablo  opinion  of 
tho  ovoliitionary  state  of  this  town  and  the  whys  of  its  actual  conditions* 
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toft  to  a  tsrrible  oolv  in  rqy  head  v,.  loh  hn.e  oeen  caused  by  thb  t*ntar# 
tore,  qy- memory  toe  toon  underlined  to  ouch  an  extent  that  1  cannot 
roromber  thing*  oi  n$  poet  ae  mil  a*  1  wav  Id  like*  However,  I  will  relate 
the  history  c  ry  life  or  roll  oc  [  tons  noioi 

t  mn  born  of  Rpaaleh  parent®  in  the  little  torn  of  fhaamtoooa,  in 

the  rAvino*  of  Ha  tana,  Chiba,  ®arly  in  tto  year  10GG.  Ab  a  vioitor  to 

%  4  ! 

^tvana  ftU  know®,  thio  torn  it  only  a  few  riieo  diitnttt  frora  the  Capitol 
of  utotw  Thorn  is  ,r,  ruimmuo  oocxauniootlon  with  tto  capital  by  boat 6 
that  ply  t.a  top  a  ro,  pilar  Interval®  daily « 

; y  father  wo®  a  olgar-moker,  ana  I  followed  in  ale  foot® tope.  era 

I  loomo  the  tint  jpiJU.  on.,.  *n  cigar  raaklnt;.*  Then  I  woe  twenty-*  »m  year* 

/ 

of  age  i  decided  to  tr;  qy  fortune  in  tto  Uiitecl  tatec*  l  arrived  in 
’ey  'eet  with  ny  parent*  in  the  year  lfiCd.  It  was  during  thie  year  and 
subsequent  year®  that  the  cigar  indue  try  in  'ey  Weet  woe  leaving  for  ?arito» 
so  in  tto  yoar  1869,  I  oara»  to  r&npa,  leavl ng  three  brother®  and  three 
eietere  in  ’  ey  Weet.  axno  tore-  with  tl  ottlin  ,  .mt  I 

raraainod  only  a  few  nonths  duo  to  tto  poor  sanitary  condition  of  Tnor 
City,  end  the  many  tUeeooee  ruonir;  ram  ant  hero.  I  returned  to  .oy  foot 
and  •  ent  to  verk  rltip  JT.iuo  •Hinder. 

In  tto  year  1(93  Julius  $lllngAr  was  preparing  to  leave  for  arum, 
and  arson  the  cigar  maker®  he  colootod  to  bring  to  Tampa  it  fell  to  the 
lot  of  ny  fat  or  and  rrytmlf#  In  ttot  eamo  ynr  wo  a:  rived  in  a  spa. 
hater  qy  fnttor  «wnt  for  t  o  family  and  wo  remained  tor>  definitely, 
rjm  that  year  to  tto  preoent  I  have  al  ayo  lived  in  Tbor  City, 

Around  that  time  we  need  to  form  picnics  cn  a  little  island  .  outh- 
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oaot  of  ort  Tarawa,  f  ora  whence  ita  present  nonet  "Picnic  Island"*  The 
train  would  take  ub  there  in  the  nomin  ana  v.ulu  cor,*  for  uo  at  ni  ht. 

It  wae  in  one  of  these  pionlor  that  I  not  and  wooed  ny  trifo.  o  hod  ton 
children,  four  of  whctn  died,  loavin  eix  that  are  living  t.dayi  thro*  bo^o 
and  throe  lrle.  !*jr  father  and  nothor  are  both  buriod  In  Tanpa* 

rani’  aT*  thn  harden  ipo  through  which  I  ha  vs  /:om,  but  none  like  tho 
different  strikes  that  arose  hero  f r  m  tlrr©  to  tin©,  The  trot  strike  of 
import once  vas  on?  that  last©  seven  months.  It  was  called  tho  *  oi;  ht 
trike".  It  had  >oon  tin  one  tom  of  the  raonuTaeturaro  to  weigh  out  6  or  9 
ounce ■  oi  filler  tobacco,  and  tho  worker b  had  to  produce  fifty  oi  -nrs  from 
thie  amount.  It  mt  raoti colly  impossible  to  produce  the  require  ;  number 
with  this  amount,  no  v»  rent  on  utriice  to  eliminate  tho  we ighlng  of  tl© 

-  f 

material* 

After  thio  t'ncro  car©  another  strike  that  lasted  bo  von  rsjontheJ  Thie 
strike  was  called  In  order  to  hare  on  -increase  in  price  and  in  order  that 
a  T.  epilation  Commit  toe  In  appointed*  However,  whenever  we  V’aina  *  on  in- 
Croat©  of  1.00,  the  cost  of  livin'  wont  up  2.00  m  wo  wor o  always  tho 

locorn. 

till  another  strike  was  called  in  tho  year  1S520,  and  which  lasted 
ten  raonthe •  Parlnr  thie  strike  we  put  up  &  sort  o-  restaurant,  owned  by 
all  the  vorkers*  All  the  oigar-nruajre  on  etrlke  wore  fed  here,  or  food 
carried  to  their  homos.  3y  mono  of  thie  Joint  otmsrohip  m  oould  carry 
on  the  etrlke  better*  However,  the  manufacturers  made  eorae  combination 
with  tho  author! tie o  ^ith  the  result  that  one  day  a  few  policemen  cair©  to 

thie  place,  dsetroyin  everything  they  could  l<^  their  hands  on.  Tho  food 

• 

already  cooked,  an4  the  grooerias  were  thrown  out  on  the  street* 


* 
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It  was  during  t;iio  y-'ar  that  1  div&rood  my  wife  because  of  di'feronoe 
in  cur  character.  '  e  have  b^on  separated  nov,  for  eonr*  fifteen  yoarc.  ha 
has  been  livirv:  ei  my  children  in  a  little  property  in  ect  Ifcmpa  v.hioh 
l  t»c  able  to  purchase  frcra  my  oaviivo# 

~hen  we  forraad  tho  ’’rnrtido  Bevoluoiorario  Jubano"  (Cuban  Revolutionary 
arty  )#  a  croat  number  of  patriotic  clubs  earns  into  existence#  The  Cuban 
apostle#  orti  cam  to  Tanpa  in  tho  year  1G71#  ri^ht  after  th  shootirv;  by 
Gtusi.otry  of  tho  Cuban  students  in  Havana#  Many  sustain  that  ho  visited 
Foy  'dct  First,  but  I  am  oortaln  that  ho  firot  earn  to  Truapa#  Tho  (jutcora^ 
of  the  ev  lutionary  arty  and  tho  patriotic  clubs#  was  that  twenty- coven 
expo  Litlone  taro  eont  from  Tanpa  against  pain.  At  that  timo  I  was  collector 
for  tho  factory  of  3ustillo#  I  was  in  charge  of  o  Hooting  a  oa  tain 
percentage  from  the  woolly  earnings  of  tho  o Igar-makers,  in  ordor  to  help 
finance  those  expeditions#  I  was  also  collector  for  one  o:  t?iO  patriotic 
oiubo  that  had  been  formed# 

hen  tho  Italians  fir:  t  came  to  Tampa  from  Sew  tar  loans#  the  poniards 

wore  averted  to  allowing  them  to  oottie  sore#  and  they  tried  to  hoop  them 

*  7 

from  workinr  in  the  cl  ar  factories#  At  t  at  tine  we  taro  in  revolt 

against  pain#  and  tve  thwarted  every  move  made  by  t  jo  poniards#  to  ordered 

\  N 

protection  to  tho  Italians#  and  wo^JLd  pair  ni so  whatever  store  or  business 

they  w  uld  establish# 

"aw  are  vo  aid  today  for  th^klndnesa  ve  shewed  them  in  those  days? 

They  c  nsidor  us  totiny  a  lower  class#  They  practically  control  the 
politics  and  business  in  Tampa  today  — —  a  position  they  have  reached 
by  their  economy  and  thrlftimas#  while  re  have  always  t>  ont  our  mr;noy 
freely#  'lving  an  inp»tuo  to  buainons#  e  nude  Tampa  what  it  ie  today# 
t  have  led  a  paoeivn  and  simpl  life#  always  observln  an  orderly 


conduct,  I  have  never  Coen  given  to  drinking  going  out  with  woenn,  or 
hate  ever  Jnd  trouble  t  i  Ji  the  autlv  rilior* 

'■’ha  only  form  o:  p.nblin  I  have  Indulged  In  occnoicnally,  has  boen 
"bolita  '  •  r®  terminal  n  nbara  of  the  Jubrn  lottery  doterri.no  tiia  winner, 
nee  In  a  whil »  1  have  purchased  a  Cuban  lottery  ticket*  owever,  now  I 
only  play  donino  with  a  fee  friende. 

nother  form  of  "bolitn”  hno  lately  arisen  called  "pajarito",  and  on 
v  Ich  the  person  holding  too  lucky  number  t  ill  win  0<i»GQ  on  ljf  or  3  *00 
on  *00^*  This  la  booed  cn  the  lact  throe  numbers  given  daily  by  the  new* 
papers  for  the  How  York  bonds*  'kale  Com  of  gambling  has  cone  into  ax¬ 
is  tonco  because  many  do  not  have  even  the  10 to  lay  on  "belli a’’*  It  has 
been  truly  or. id  that  there  are  only  two  inuue tries  in  Taripat  tho  cigar 
indue  t  ry  and  the  "bolita", 

v  Ytor  City  today  It.  in  a  atm  «y  deolim  *  a  .iiiee  alter  famllioo  are 
leaving  for  the  forth*  This  exodus  is  chiefly  obcervo  ft men  the  younger 
generation,  who  find!. . '  thorarelvoe  here  without  werk,  migrate  to  new  Sorlc 
where  they  find  many  opportunities*  Yiey  usually  leave  in  automobiles 
owned  by  ravorai,  who  have  .ado  a  busliioos  o;  this,  hey  are  usually 

0 

charged  from  10.00  to  k12*00  for  the  entire  trip,  and  sonet i  es  loos* 

Another  inducement  for  this  migration  lr.  the  differanco  of  the  relief 
given  in  thooe  JTorthern  cities »  -the.  are  given  house,  light,  groceries 
and  a  certain  a-^iint  weekly*  In  many  oases  also  the  oJmrohes  contribute 
with  somethin'* 

Tbs  Latin  peo.  In  are  very  'easeful,  otherwise  with  conditions  as  they 
are  today  here,  there  would  be  co  ntloes  robberies  and  nurdors,  no  has  boon 
oboerved  In  other  localities  where  do  rood  on  has  touched,  not  as  intensely 
as  it  !  as  in  Y^or  Olty*  I  believe,  hotvover,  that  with  tho  millions  of 
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dollar 8  Jar.  volt  is  injecting  into  tho  nation*  ee  my  eoon  aoe  a  . 
betterment  of  oriditiono  horn  • 

\ 

In  tho  la»t  thr**e  year®  ncro  than  on>  thousand  homes  ha  vs  boon 
destroyed,  7h©  roaoro  for  this  ii  that  tho  poo  lo  do  not  havo  money  with 
'*  ich  to  pay  tho  taxes,  nnd  by  destroying  tho  houeos  they  eliminate  this 
erenso*  ’foot  of  tho  dry-eoods  and  rosary  stores  hi nm  oloeod  their  doore. 

At  orw  tiro  there  worn  no  re  than  sixty  cigar  faotorioe  dealing  ex¬ 
clusively  in  pare  Havana  tobacco,  '  4ay  t  ore  are  only  six,  on’  a  total 
of  so:  5  twenty  f&otnrios  doaUn.  in  nixed  tobacco* 

I  have  boon  in  tho  clear  ^usinnos,  in  a  small  way*  trco  or  tluree  timer,, 
but  have  not  been  able  to  oucceod  duo  to  lack  of  funds. 

In  the  recent  Clear  Industry  Ooldon  Jubilee,  I  me  chosen  go  on®  of  tho 
first  oifTT-nakerr  in  Harpa,  and  was  invited  to  a  banquet* 

cold  weather  horn  its  killllic  root  of  tho  firut  settlors  of  Too r 
City*  Laet  yo&r  trenty-covon  died  from  diseases  contracted  :  r  m  tip  cold. 
Pooh  as  pneumonia,  and  eevere  catarrhs.  Though  catarrh  1®  not  classed  at 
a  danreroun  di?  oat/>,  ii  a  cut  down  any  due  tc  their  run-down  condition, 
W  are  noe  In  contact  with  the  Cuban  cvemrent  in  an  effort  to  have 
t!*>m  take  us  back  to  Cuba,  and  alloa  ue  a  pension  for  the  few  retraining 
yjars  of  oar  life*  Severer,  I  avo  little  hope®  that  anythinc  will  result 
from  tMs  a®  the  hiban  overwent  hac  alt  eye  boon  indifferent  to  uo,  1- 
though  at  cno  time,  ve  were  inotrunontal  in  bringing  about  free  don 
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mmaxoo  XJMO& 

Rjr  father,  Xnue  1  del  liar,  worked  ne  truck  dr  Ivor  for  KT#  Loronso 
Oaricho  of  lncn  No,  1*  F&vana.  J*.  Gariohe  hendled  flour  and  "gofio" 

(roa  t  a  era  real)* 

I  v-afi  bom  In  o,  COD  Galaada  del  iorro,  Havana,  Cuba*  on  Fay  30  th, 

1(  70*  vo tli  a  parents  tore  Gubans* 

On  thia  eano  street  t  ore  wan  a  cccioty  called  '’ka  Garidnd  del 
orro",  whoso  aernben  Mp  ww  co&poeed  only  of  Gub&no,  It  vao  a  re- 
ore  at  Lone  1  and  educational  society  only*  during  the  day.  school  t»s  con¬ 
ducted  for  the  children  o'  Its  markers,  any  Cubans  of  the  bettor 

society  attended  its  classes*  anon;  these  rare  the  Cortinas  and  anguily* 
who  a  t  awards  bacons  fanous  in  Cuban  life*  lie  resident  of  t  is  Club 

was  loo  Ho  Coral  agues,  and  for  professor  vjn  had  rig u»l  'Oaatn  who  tsas  a 

‘  ' 

vory  i.ntelli  ont  man* 

X  attended  this  school  until  I  wee  13  years  o  aft#  At  14  lay  father 
oiaced  nn  in  a  cigar  factory  *n  avnm  in  order  to  learn  the  trade  of 
oi  nr-ra  er*  At  this  factory  oigare  of  tine  "Ccnoha"  brand  vera  ohlefly 
nde,  and  sold  princi.  ally  to  tlio  oafoc,  After  X  had  been  here  about  a 

y^nr,  X  decided  to  finish  ny  a:  prentice  ship  at  the  factory  of  Antonio 

l 

Bello,  vhich  was  eitua*  nl  in  Arroyo  Karanjo,  a  suburb  of  la  vane , 

hcrtly  after  X  had  eoa  lately  raoetate.  the  cigi  r  trod©,  n\y  nolo, 
Gonzolo  ere*  Gusman,  breu  ht  m  to  Taapa  with  him*  This  t>uo  In  .ho 
year  1££8  then  I  was  1G  years  of  ape,  .hr?  f  liowlng  day  after  r\y 
arrival,  I  was  alread;  wc-r  .in;  at  the  factory  oi  "x*  Vicente  nrtines 
Tbor. 


1 


, 

* 


Neither  rry  father  or  njemlf  had  any  troublo  with  the  panioh 
ov'rnmnt,  or-rover,  I  was  always  randy  to  o  ;n  tribute  for  Ux»  various 
ox  adit  lent?  that  wore  sent  from  'Ifcrapa  against  the  dominion  of  „ain 

in  uba#  • 

I  was  ra&rried  on  ?,’nnday,  Sovenber  1£,  lCfS,  whan  I  me  eighteen 
jmre  of  ago*  »if«  bad  oo m  originally  from  Key  ’aot*  "he  arrived 
hero  on  Juno  18,  1C66,  and  OGnrr>nood  workin  at  IferUnac  Ybor  tvo  days 
In  tor#  ryn  '•  orkod  at  this  factory  for  some  30  years,  and  afterwards 
worked  16  years  at  different  othar  foot  or  in;,  in  Tampa,  cr  a  total  of  4( 
years* 

I,  myself,  worked  or  son- thin,- *  Ilka  32  years  at  tha  cigar  factories* 
However,  in  tha  y*>&r  1521  w;  .an  tha  big  strike,  T^hioh  lasted  ton  months, 
w-ac  declared  In  ""ampa,  I  purchased  a  ^ord  truck  and  engaged  in  moving 
furniture#  I  rennin-r  in  this  transfer  buslnacs  for  sons  ton  yea re*  How¬ 
ever,  duo  to  the  groat  physical  abortion  that  I  had  to  undergo  in  the 
mowing  of  furniture,  a  voin  in  my  throat  was  ruptured,  and  I  blod  profusely 
fc-r  oeveral  days#  As  a  c  nsequance  tha  doctor  forbade  in  to  continue 
to  rang#  This  ha  opened  some  five  y  are  age,  and  cine#  then  I  have  not 
boa:  able  to  do  rk  of  any  kind#  "y  haart  now  it  also  weak# 

Xirin-  eur  entire  married  Ufa  of  forty* six  year®,  we  never  have  had 
any  children,  which  is  somat.  ing  to  will  alvays  lament#  If  «•  had  had 
children  we  would  noi  bo  taken  care  of  In  our  old  age#  Ae  It  la  tj©  must 
now  depend  on  ©lief# 

’  Ith  tha  holp  o:  ny  wife,  who  worked  up  until  a  year  ago,  I  was  ewle 
to  purchase  the  h  tax  in  which  we  live#  I  tovo  had  this  house  *iintod  and 
repaired  wit  tha  help  of  a  Tror»  Loan  »  iiah  I  have  been  paying  at  tho  rate 
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of  7*G1  a  months 

f  '  ' 

•'one  of  the  f inoat  olgar  factories  have  loft  Tampa,  others  haw  boon 
urohaeoa  by  who  Trust  and  taken  to  3  o\d  Joreey  whore  they  raako  the  ci^&rc 
from  10*00  to  12*00  lose  par  thousand*  'ho  land  m6®  cigars  arc?  aleo 
made  much  cheaper  than  in  Tampa.  ifo  asm  who  uorfc  In  theoo  oie:ar  factories 
In  Haw  Jersey  arm  Ohio  fly  or  to  loans,  who  aro  reputed  as  wry  fine 
ait-ar-aakore* 

The  factory  of  oheab-  nvlo  &  0 o.  has  also  tiirea  toned  to  loavo  Tampa 
if  the  pro oent  strike  they  arc?  leaving  is  not  ailed  off* 

I  have  caen  statements  n»de  by  Hr*  Da  vie  statin?;  that  he  was  try  in, 

* 

to  introduce  .tetter  cathode  for  tho  comfort  of  the  oi©ar-rank©ro,  and  they 

would  also  be  able  to  earn  more  than  Elat  tiny  ore  making;  at  present. 

v  >  '  :  \ 

This  ie  n  ctocb  mis-statement  on  his.  part  as  what  he  has  triod  to  cl .  ie 
# 

to  take  ar.ny  riore  money  from  what  little  the  oi^or-Hnai  ors  arc?  no m  earning: • 
"r.  Davie  has  an  acrossient  signed  with  the  ”3  omits  Hivelador" 

(Balance  Tonmittoo)  aai  w  ith  all  the  other  clya  r-manuf  a  a  torero ,  to  pay 

a  stipulated  price  n  or.  oh  brand  of  clear  — -  a  price  adhered  to  by  most 

\  ’ 

of  the  RftntifaottirorG* 

» 

The  method  that  he  wanted  to  intro  duce  c  ns i*  tod  lnahavi ng  the  one 
who  lias  been  roll  .n,  clears,  to  make  io  oivn  buncliee  without  placing  them 
on  the  moulds*  Therefore,  the  clears  would  coma  out  looser,  and  not  as 
tiv  ht  as  oiyars  nndo  from  moulds*  This  would  tetvo  oil  irnted  the  buneh- 

caftiiore*  There  are  from  >  no,  two  or  three  roller©  for  moh  Jinoh-mkor, 

’ 

accordliv;  to  the  chill  and  speed  of  the  bunoh-mahar* 

Tils  system  w  uld  have  meant  a  reduction  of  go  uoh  ao  G*;X)  por 
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thou;  and  ctraro*  It  v  ould  have  olininatod  tho  bunch-n j&ore*  and  i  no  roared 
tho  work  of  tho  roller  who  would  than  bo  waabli  to  produce  as  imny  cigars# 
and  accordingly  Mr  calory  would  haw  ouffo  rod*  sir#  Dawis  would  haw 
pMkotod  the  earnings  of  tho  bimoh^nakoro  without  any  oonponsaticm  to  tho 
rollorf  oo  what  ho  rays  of  inoraaein:  Vlw  o  jcafort#  and  tnoraaelng  tho 
earningo  of  tho  cirur-naltars  would  really  ha  to  boon  increasing  hie  ork, 
decreasing  hla  oaroln  e,  rsad  throw  s»ny  out  into  tho  streets# 

I#  for  cno,  do  not  bo ilovo  ho  will  mka  good  his  throat  of  leaving 
Tanru# 

To  isy  oannor  o  thinhin  »  tho  oigar-nnkin;;  nrohinao  ore  at  the  root 
of  oil  tho  ovii  in  T  or  Jity*  ho;;  have  rw.dualXy  displaced  the  oigar- 
nakore#  IV  an  osaopls#  tho  factory  of  ahtaella  1  no  tailed  five  imchinos# 

and  throw  out  36  olgar-m.  oro# 

Tho  Cubans  with  their  uotonary  good  nature#  haw  taught  oil  who 
runted  to  learn  the  re. do  of  oigar-naklix;.  This  later  ms  to  prove  thoir 
om  nuoin. .  as  now  tho  greater  majority  cf  those  who  aro  working  ara 
panlarde  or  Italian!  •  Another  fact  r  is  that  all  .he  ranu  aot:  rere  aro 
paniardn#and  einoe  there  is  lose  work  over;  da;;#  tho  Juba  as  aro .  thrown 
out  w:  ilo  ths  sniarde  aro  protected  ac  muah  ae  eoocibio.  Tho  host 
omployinente  aro  roeervod  for  thorn#  tsuoh  as  ths  position  of  selector#* 

'  }  aniav  M  ■  «  I  I  M  lliftblo  t  thie  MUtiMI#  1  Pp  Utft  Wf 

hi  hly  paid  for  this  work# 

Although  nany  balievo  that  tho  Italians  aro  not  (  ood  <Hgar-fl»J(®ro#  I 
know  that  this  is  not  true#  as  soon  o  tho  finer!  oi  ;nr-n*u»ra  aro  Italians 
Tho  Italian  woman  aro  also  very  f  ood  bunoh-inakars  and  r  Hero# 

•  A  selector,  or  '’eooojedor*  as  tho;.-  aro  dnllo  in  ponish#  io  ona  who 
soloots  the  o  lore  cf  tho  oiiwro  bo  that  all  of,  tno  color  *111  bo  boxed 
together# 


■ 


majority  of  tin  olgar  fnctorioo  in  'Panina  are  not  onjjr  jna.uin, 
aheroots.  uTbere  art  very  ttt  iaft  that  art  etiil  mkkoc  good  Havana  cigarc. 
’:oet  of  th»  o  thorn  are  pul  ting  oat  cheap  cigaro,  the  SorsiooUcnt 


uith  tho  Havana  tobacco, 
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hi?-.  illSTOW  OF 

?» >.  : ;  'T  " 

’ 1  unrnouiicrrioH 

F.  Valdes. 


In  order  to  obtain  thia  interview  with  lir#  Fo nd  «,  I  decided  that  it 
vo aid  bo  bout  to  apply  to  .  utO,  ^rotary  of  the  .ipanieh  Club,  and 
obtain  from  nia  an  introduction  to  r.  'endaa,  aa  Nr*  oato  is  a  life  la 
frio  .,i  ol  .is.  * t ■  ;n  :  „-:.Cor  o  :  T.  c.-.’to  of  what  1'  desired,  h-»  refuted, 

giving  me  the  following  reaaonu? 

•Mo,  I  Manat  do  that.  %  will  gladly  do*  any,  fplM*  that  you  my  a  ok 
of  rao,  but  Ml  that.  If  I  wore  to  give  you  a  letter  of  introduction,  .ho 
would  throw  you  opt.  at  that  ho  fcr.<-  tha  highest  regard:  for  .'no,  but  he 

]  '  -v. 

ia  a  wan  of  s trang*  wood*.  hot  is  the  n^iao  of  that  onirael  that  roll#  it- 
oolf  up  with  a  niliion  1  .istlea  st  icking  out* w  i  porcupine,  ’  answered  • 
•♦Jail,  that  ia  ?shat  bo  ia.  You  cannot  touch  hia." 

MI  con  going  to  toll  you  exactly  how  he  is  going  to  receive  yout  -he 

flrot  :  ling.  he  will  oak  in,  'who  are  y  u?'  5!i  «h  '  r.  >o  and  >o. 

•..hero  aro  you  fro**?*  / 

t 

"1  u&  from  the  dooiologioal  >t udy  of  Ybor  ^.ity •  ” 

•<Jb— v/,io  runa  thia?* 

’•The  r  tderal  lovemruent .  * 

•  .ell,  my  did  you  come  hare?  why  didn't  they  oeod  the  Free  id  amt  of 
tno  JnitoU  ..tttoe  or  hie  decretory? *  *1  nave  no  time  to  loeo— -that  will 

be  all  for  today',  "and  ray  dear  young  nun  you  would  co::o  out  fouling  like 
two  cant  a.  ;io  ia  not  a  sum  who  will  ait  do  ?m,  and  open  hia  heart  like  mo. 


1 


Wit o  ul  '*  :L  1'  c:r.<;  I.u.yj  i._'  .i:.;,  I..  t  ive  uay  iOi;»  He 

la  toj  ;rouJ.  to  ia  a  n.  n  uho  Genius  hiu  head  thrown  fur  back,  ac  ji  o 

any  sa.  .  8s  only  conoidoro  those  tft  c  uigh  position  in  lifo. 

la  a  tx.n  sf  i-trange  l  ,  ac  I  told  you  before*  k>no  aaaont  ho  will 
receive  you  no  if  joro  his  unly  friend  !o,  and  at  the  ne&t  ,  he  will 

ifhoro  y.  i  ?  -.plot  '1;-,  I  have  kru-wn  h'tci  for  away  csany  years,  Jiud  2  know 
how  ho  io. 

-If  y  oj  arc  w©t  ;;n  peoing  hi...,  .  - -.ver,  it  it  bust  tliui  „•  k  should  g© 

ti-  :  ..  :  .  i; :  -or*  St  tikJ  he  iiU  bo  in  the 

* 

ri-.'ht  rood  then— *and  for  ail  thi  t  y.-.  held  m.cred,  pleuta  cu  not  mmiim 
ray  nnrae  for  :  ;thirj(>  luncnbur  tL- t— ~  .ot  the  el inkiest  roi 'jire-co  tc»  m>* 

This  ie  i)v.  ?. .  t  n  .’-rl  '.o  c\,:\  iv  j  „ 

Ip  therefore,  decided  to  a  :  r*  Hast  i|  ,  it  or  of  "La  Goceta", 

Spanish  newspaper,  who  ie  a  close  friend  of  Ur*  rondos*  Ur*  Hnat oige  told 
eo  to  go  over  t;  the  factory,  tnd  if  r.  rent'-  3  w^e  outtfal  ..bout  ai^tnlag, 
to  have  hit:.  coll  hi*  (Jir.  ijwntoig  M  tho  telephone*  ht  jp  to 

t*  oiidos  t  :'•  toll  1.  irs  ’it  ;■*  ....  w  id  co*  i  uovur,  he  was 

eery  sorry,  bet  ho  eeo  too  b  :sy,  sn;c  a  ej©  an  introduction* 

• 

Seeing  thi>t  it  was  inpomiblo  to  obtain  a  letter  of  Introducti  on  fraa 
hio  close  fri  ads,  2  -nmod"  inyooXf  with  a  let  tor  frost  the  offioo  and  c-.3J.ed 
on  2dr*  Sendee  at  his  footory*  Ho  wae  nst  In  tho  office  at  that  awnont  y  but 
one  of  tho  bcokkospero  ©aid  ho  was  out  in  tho  hall*  I  went  ut  in  tho 

hall,  foun  t  bin,  irtrorfucod  rtyoelf,  an  1  h-  nd^d  bin  the  loiter -froci  the  of- 
fioo*  Ho  stust  have  been  in  ns  of  his  good  moods,  as  ho  received  no  civil¬ 
ly  ©o  u;-h,  tori:  no  to  hio  private  of  fioo,  and  o&t  dorm  to  roud  ti:o  lettor. 
Thaw  I  w**nt  on  to  explain  a  t  I  wonted,  io  then  replied*  -Z  om  vary 


' 
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I  told  ain  taut 


sorry  a*»  I  uu  exporting  the  tosnlte  hivoladar  any  ttocwnt  • " 

I  would  v.um  go  /1I0  non*,  and  see  hiao  there  that  *  sv  od  aa 

onco  i .'so r a  oy  iiaying?  "that  aan  at  uo  aw  i  go  to  bud  early ,  and  have  uonty 
OB  Wy  hands  with  that  190  pounds  boy,  who  is  good  for  MtfclQg  (idiot). 

i  * 

^otfovor,  1  wan  not  willing  to  take  no  lor  an  answer,  and  told  uiu  that 
I  w  jid  call  axo  up  on  tno  ohone  ovary  day,  and  tuat  often  no  hnd  a  Tow 
■Hint i)  to  spare  iao,  I  w-uld  iaeed lately  oobw  to  in t onflow  lain,  to  arailod 
ut  this  end  said?  do  you  work  on  Sundays?"  .1  told  hiu  no,  out  if 

Jsoday  was  all  right  for  hira,  It  Mi aid  do  all  right  for  mo.  "  oil*  caoe 
Sunday  noro  t  •  the  factory  after  1*X»  and  i  Mil  ’M  waiting  far  you. 

Sunday  I  wont  to  interview  air  ;  ^  ho  told  nw  at  a.  rt, 

that  no  coola  aot  give  m  this  aietory  ea  ho  has  novor  i(iven  hie  picture 
to  a  nowepapo?  or  to  any  of  the  ;lubo  that  ho  has  founded*  for  no  has  newer 
wanted  publicity,  yet  aa  talked  ao  much,  and  1  urged  nisi  along,  ui  nout  soeo- 
ing  to  oo  get t Ing  aia  life  lotory,  ta:  t  i  believe  X  obtained  uc  wuch  urn 
peso  ids  under  the  circuewtfsncoa.  3hen  I  first  engaged  hL ;  in  the  conver- 
sat  ion,  2  to  };  paper  and  pencil,  but  he  pros.pt  1;  tool  hol^  of  too  paper 
una  roiled  it  op. 

I,  tiiorof ^re,  hud  so  trust  to  r.sy  ua  .ry  in  preparing  this  iito  die¬ 
tary,  um  hiivo  kepi  to  >iu  worviii  iu  ,ov- -  £8  post.  die.  hen  i  wuu  io;>v- 

/ 

ing  he  gave  we  two  50-p  cig^re,  an  ro  that  X 

(another  eigur  annuf<  c.iirsr),  -Jr.  sunteigu,,  and  lumeoli  to.  ether  on  &;ne 
feutive  uuy  <t.;o  only  t  iae  mm  na  is  at  b^ey),  thui  h©  w.  uld  oo  vary  glad 
to  ac  o  .to,  ns  no  never  aiuuos  to  t  Jfce  credit  alone  in  anything.  As 

soon  us  i  »f  .s  in  in  a  i.  trust  cur,  i  wroto  out  everything,  he  hat.  c..iu. 
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...  •  .  :w.v  iu  v  r.,  .  .  . U  a*  Li.  in 

uu-Kit  i>  i'jot  i  Ju.LiUi.*  carritia  iiiw-cM 
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I  vvat  born  In  the  province  of  Asturias  in  the  year  166b,  The  town 
in  which  I  me  born  is  so  small  that  it  does  not  appear  on  any  map  of 
.pain.  I  am  about  as  old  as  Christopher  Columbus*  who  dieoovored  the  new 
ror Id  only  oseu e  of  the  frit  of  the  insscn  brothers*  Coii  oue  me  at  a 
total  1088  when  his  compass  needle  no  longer  dirked  a  due  vest  courto, 

I  went  to  -.Juba  when  still  war;;  young,  on.:  was  commie taJLy^an&aavi  with 
the  beauty  of  this  land.  It  has  a  wonderful  fertility,  yielding  three  crops 
a  .year,  a  t Ming  that  nr  other  land  in  the  world  can  equal.  And  above  all 
in  the  hospitality  of  its  people  who  are  always  obsequious,  and  trying  to 
please,  here  else  can  one  ind  these  qualities  I  It  is  a  second  nrfcura 
in  them, 

I  do  not  crnoider  myself  only  a  poniard,  but  u  panleh  A  frican,  as 
all  these  republics  in  outh  America  have  the  blood  of  pain  in  their 
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veins*  they  are  the  true  daughters  o*  puin,  v©  are  not  ins,  ao  .■.»« y 
in  thie  com  unity  wool  :  ilk  ;  to  oall  us,  a  are  all  panis  t  Americano,  and 
there  should  not  be  any  distinction  between  ue,  ■  e  are  all  brother*  in 
blood  as  well  as  in  characteristics, 

\ 

'  hen  I  wae  in  Bow  York  I  had  a  private  toacnar,  who  was  one  oi  the 
most  learned  iron  that  I  have  ever  had  the  ploaouro  of  knowin  •  'e  could 
eprmk  and  write  many  lanrruagss,  I  remember  saying;  to  him  one  time*  that 
the  :  pcniah  league  e  was  ;or©  expressive  than  the  In,  lieh,  and  he  tcid  ns  * 

^  hat  is  there  more  beautiful  than  this  passage  in  English*  The 
twittering  of  the  birds*  the  c-  oin  of  tuo  dovee,”  Hov.ever*  he  si  id  this 
with  so  much  expression  that  it  reeily  seabed  that  you  were  hearing  the 
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birds  and  the  doves* 

I  remember  also  a  IrienA  or  mine  who  wqs  a  socialist*  in  tnoua  days 
1  mixed  up  in  everything*  The  day  previous  to  the  elections  I  was  with  him 
In  a  bull dine  uhere  there  were  four  sneake re  talking  for  him*  each  speaker 
in  a  separate  v-indow*  It  was  raining  and  thundering,  but  the  crowd  ro¬ 
se  inei  there  listening*  I  remained  in  the  building  until  the  early  hours 
of  the  morning*  'hen  the  votes  were  finally  counted,  he  had  received 
6 £,000  votes* 

Just  before  establishing  our  factory  in  Tampa,  I  went  to  ey  West 
and  remained  there  eight  months*  Our  factor;,  noaano  Pandas  &  0o«,  was 
finally  ectabiis  ioa  here  on  Ifey  lbth,  1U7,  when  I  ?$as  22  years  of  age. 

•I  remember  the  i nen  I  established  the  factory -here,  X  gave  employment 
to  nearly  ail  th>  workers  of  anohes  &  flaya*  i  have  always  treated  the 
cigur- .  ker;.  as  human  beings*  not  as  animals*  i  thorcu/  lily  understand 
their  nature* 

I  founded  the  Jentro  .  spend  da  Ta  pa  (Spanish  ClubJ,  road  although  1 
hold  number  1  as  be  in  its  iret  member,  X  have  retired  from  the  club 
a.  It  age  t  her.  They  have  sent  committee  after  consoittoo  to  get  me  to  go 
back,  but  I  have  a  principle  in  ny  life,  fh©  reason  for  this  action  of 

.in',  if  you  must  know,  is  that  the  Cantro  Topanol  gave  a  reception  to 

(1) 

the  former  Cuban  resident,  r.  Ha  on  Crau  an  Martin.  They  acted  like 
dug!*  that  lick  the  hand  that  whips  them* 

(l)  This  resident  enforce  the  0$  law  in  Cuba,  whereby  60$  of  all 
employees  had  to  be  Cubans  (native)*  'There  are  a  considerable  number 
of  firms  owned  by  Spaniards  Those  employees  are  all  :  poniards,  and  this 
meant  that  they  had  to  throw  cut  half  of  thejur  employees  and  place  Juoans 
in  their  place*  There  were  also  several  acts  of  violence  against  the 
panlards  durin/  the  residency  of  I'r •  Grau* 
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Another  tiling  that  the  Centro  Jspanol  aid,  which  io  not  in  keeping 
with  my  rinciples  ia  the  following:  Than  the  panieh  Ambassador  c:.rao  to 
Tampa,  a  reception  was  held  in  hie  honor  at  ”Jl  fasaje"  restaurant.  ft© 
first  to  a  ,aak  was  the  president  of  the  dentro  ispanol.  he  got  up  and 
spoke  in  English  —  a  vary  rotten  ?Jnglioh  at  that,  -hen  the  Ambassador 
*a8  called  upon  tie  apeak,  aud  ho  also  continued  speakin  in  Jngliah. 

hen  they  called  upon  no  to  opoai?:,  X  got  up,  grabbed  up  hat,  and  cent  every¬ 
body  to  H—  •  s  on  I  alke.  out. 

It  is  unbelievable  that  a  Spanish  ropraoontativb  should  comb  to  a 
Spanish  colony  and  av.3  .’very one  tryin  to  speak  a  language  which  they  do 

not  know,  -hen  they  have  the  moat  beautiful  iaz\  a  a  in  th  world  at 

their  flayer’s  tip,  as  you  might  say.  I  have  my  principle:  ©hat  my 
reason  dictates  is  right,  an d  I  pursue  tliat  course  to  th?  end,  Irrespective 
of  the  obstacles  that  stand  in  my  ©ay. 

Hien  the  manufacturers  and  cigar-nai.ers  arrived  in  Tampa,  they  found 
nothing  but  a  stinking  hole  with  ewampi  and  pestilence  everywhere.  hen 
we  first  arrived  here,  ©hat  little  we  found,  in  vhat  was  called  Te.n®a  , 
could  not  even  be  called  a  villa  e.  e  made  not  only  what  Tampa  is  today, 

fl 

but  the  whole  state  of  Florida.  here  ©ere  only  a  very  few  thousand  souls 

in  ail  the  ftate.  o  gave  it  life  and  laced  it  on  the  amp  cf  the  United 

states.  Vriis  tate  owes  everything  to  us. 

TJiere  were  no  women  in  Tampa  ia  those  days.  I  w-uld  go  to  r&nklin 
treat,  and  would  stand  there  hour  after  hour,  but  could  not  see  a  single 
woman. 

hen  the  beautiful  sanfltorixur.  of  the  Centro  Asturiano  was  built,  i*r. 
Torres,  than  resident  oi  tho  Jlub,  found  himself  in  a  o  mplete  dilemma 
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with  ref  franco  to  the  medical  body.  He  ms  not  equal  to  the  task  before 
him*  He  fell  sick  and  1  took  complete  charge  of  the  matter.  hen  lie 
recovered  I  had  already  organised  the  hospital. 

(1) 

1  remember  that  ono  of  my  eigar-makors  was  Hr.  V.  1  .  Balbontin.  He 
was  a  var.  bad  ci.  ar-naker,  tut  he  oaa  a  very  Intelli  ent  man.  I  took  a 
fnncy  to  him  and  set  him  up  in  a  barroom,  at  which  business  he  .ade  a  com¬ 
plete  success. 

Mr.  J,  5.  'cay  ns  raided  in  To  or  City.  As  a  boy  he  me  always 

among  us.  He  has  not  forgotten  his  friends.  Fie  attends  all  the  social 
functions  of  the  different  clubs  in  Ybor  City.  hen  he  first  ran  for 
T'ayor  of  Tampa,  I  r*g  his  chief  supporter,  and  1  myself  placed  him  as 
L'ayor  of  Tampa. 

r-eter  C.  Kni  ht  is  another  one  of  the  "strong  mao'1  in  Vanpa,  who 
visits  all  the  Latin  cluba  on  Christmas  Clay,  and  then  winds  up  by  visiting 

me  at  my  homo. 

ivery  year  I  make  substantial  donations  to  all  worthy  charitable 
causes,  however,  I  never  give  a  uont  to  the  Salvation  Array  or  some  of 
those  other  ciioritieo  which,  keep  salaried  men.  hen  I  give  my  money,  I 
must  knot  that  it  goes  straight  to  the  needy  persons,  not  to  scan  body’s 

pocket. 

"hen  the  terrible  storm  that  destroyed  the  entire  town  of  anta  Crus 
del  Cor,  Cuba,  I  immediately  set  a  movement  on  foot  to  succor  these  people. 

I  was  afterwards  offered  a  certificate  in  recognition  of  my  act,  which  1 
still  held.  I  also  pay  the  quotas  of  many  members  of  the  Clubs,  who  are 

(1)  'l*.  3albo  itin  has  always  been  a  nan  of  great  prestige  in  the  Latin  com¬ 

munity.  At  one  time  he  ca:»  to  the  rescue  of  the  punish  Club,  when  it  was 
in  financial  str&ltc  by  putting  thru  the  Gold  Bonds  of  the  Club,  and  sold 
to  the  Members.  It  became,  therefore,  an  .nternal  debt. 


out  of  work.  Cnly  last  week  I  gave  a  check  for  2I>.00  for  this  pur oose. 

I  hare  been  in  mapy  meetings  of  the  Cuban’ Club,  and  very  many  of  the 
ones  attending  these  meetings  are  paniards.  At  one  of  these  meetings  I 
broueht  up  the  matter  of  sending  a  committee  from  the  Cuban  Club  to  the 
officials  in  Tampa,  hot  a  single  on?  wanted  to  go*  they  were  afraid.  o 
I  appointed  qysolf  the  Committee  and  went  there  lyself.  It  is  absurd  to 
be  afraid  of  voicing  your  rights  before  those  whc  came  here  after  we  had 
fovjided  a  city. 

Since  the  first  societies  were  formed,  the  doctors  here  have  been 
carrying  on  a  most  brutal  war  against  thorn,  very  si  iiar  to  what  the 
doctors  have  been  doing  in  Cuba  against  the  "quintas”.  They  are  nothing 
but  a  bunch  of  ehnnelese  rascals.  At  a  meeting  I  placed  mp  sentiments 
into  words,  and  told  them  plainly  what  1  thought  of  all  the  doctors.  I 
stated  that  at  least  60  >  of  the  people  buried  in  the  cemeteries,  v.ore 
killed  by  them. 

I  was  ^ft^rwards  told  that  Jr.  Helms,  a  very  good  frion*  of  mine,  had 
taken  offence  at  this  statement  i  ino.  o  at  another  meeting  I  vent 

t  1 

straight  up  to  T'x.  Helms,  and  told  him  that  I  took  exception  with  him,  as 
there  are  exce  ti  ns  in  all  cases,  when  I  commit  an  error  with  a  friend, 

I  promptly  rectify  it.  I  am  not  afraid  to  go  up  to  him  and  acknowledge 
my  error,  "owever,  ay  accusation  holds  good  for  all  tho  rest  of  the 

doctors. 

hen  my  left  am  was  orokon  at  the  joint,  the  doctors  here  said  it 
was  a  dislocation,  .hey  placed  the  Joint  oaok  together,  but  not  the  brokan 
bones.  It  commenced  giving  me  pain,  and  the  arm  began  to  swell.  1  then 
left  for  Havana,  Cuba,  and  had  t  ie  bad  luck  to  go  with  the  president  of 
'  the  Centro  Asturiano  of  Havana  to  his  "quinta"  or  wanatoritun  "ija  Covadonga", 
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He  took  tan  to  tin  beet  specialist  of  tho  anatorluo*  This  specialist  told 
ms  that  qy  arm  naede  massage.  I  left  that  place  in  bod  honor,  and  told 
that  ripe  c  in  list  several  things, 

I  then  net  a  friend  of  mine  v.ho  ms  not  a  "big  shot”,  like  the 
president  of  the  )entro  Asturiano.  He  took  me  to  the  "Colegio  Be  Ion”, 
where  they  had  an  X-Bay  apparatus,  and  which  I  believe  ms  the  only  one  in 
Havana.  At  that  time  the  X-Bay  had  not  been  perfected.  Thore  woo  not 
a  single  cno  in  Tampa.  Although  this  X-iiay  at  the  Coloigo  Belen  was  not 
a  very  powerful  one,  yet  it  showed  clef  rly  that  the  bone  me  broken. 

I  took  this  -Bay  photo  to  that  specialist  of  the  Centro  Asturiano, 
and  showed  it  to  him.  T5e  then  said  it  clearly  hewed  that  the  bins  vac 
broken,  end  it  mo  necessary  to  operate  and  place  the  bone  bac  together. 

I  told  him  that  it  certainly  needed  an  operation,  but  he  was  not  the  one 
that  was  going  to  operate  on  no.  I  also  tcld  him  that  the  arm  ms  worth 
mere  than  he  end  the  whole  anatoriun. 

L'y  f  lend  then  took  me  to  another  doctor  who  operated  on  me.  As  . 
soon  as  qy  rife  knew  that  I  had  to  undergo  an  operation,  she  promptly 
left  for  Havana,  half  an  hour  after  the  beat  docked,  ah©  was  at  rpy  bed¬ 
side. 

?&ile  in  Havana  I  saw  a  very  strange  happening,  and  it  ras  this*  A 
full  blooded  panlard  had  cone  to  Cuba  when  very  young.  Jte  marriea  a 
Cuban  girl,  he  raised  a  family  of  eight  children,  all  born  in  Cuba.  Cm 
day  he  arrived  at  his  home  foellit:  very  dad  as  he  had  lost  hie  position. 

He  was  talking  to  his  wife  of  how  bad  con  iti one  were  getting,  when  his 
eldest  son  got  up  and  said*  "Gallogo,  go  bacJ:  to  Spain  where  you  bolong, 
ve  don’t  want  you  in  Cuba.”  The  father  gave  ktis  son  such  a  terrible 
blow  tkut  he  had  to  be  carried  to  the  Csr  «ncy  Hospital.  A  few  hours 
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later  the  fatuer  was  on  u  ship  bound  for  vpain,  leaving  the  oholo  family 
behind. 

t 

During  one  of  the  strikes  here  in  Tarrpa,  I  rant  back  to  nj  homo  town 
in  pain,  thinking  of  seeing  all  my  old  friends  and  relatives.  hen  I 
arrived  there  I  found  that  I  knew  no  one.  There  was  an  antirely  new 

i 

generation.  The  only  one  that  I  recognised  was  ay  sister. 

I  remember  that  upon  my  return,  an  old  mulatto  naan  who  had  been 

V 

working  at  my  factory  for  'any  years,  died.  I  attired  myself  in  a  tight 
fitting  coat,  and  a  tali  top  hat.  It  makes  me  laugh  to  think  o f  how  I 
was  dressed  when  I  wont  to  t  is  funeral. 

In  those  days  I  was  alone  hero,  without  mgr  family  to  look  after  or 
anything,  ao  you  can  be  euro  that  I  wasn’t  too  good.  I  did  as  I  pleased. 

he  Union  of  Manufacturers  here  ie  composed  of  pirates  of  the  industry. 

They  are  not  human;  they  can  only  think  or  new  ways  of  scueealng  tho  cigar- 
makers  more  and  more.  All  tho  rules  and  regulations  are  antequat;d. 

Regensburg  is  not  cna  of  them,  we  only  cooperate  with  them. 

At  one  titan  certain  rumors  got  about  that  I  had  a&id  something  about 

crc  of  tho  ir&nufacturers.  -This  was  completely  false,  an.  it  made  fed  see 

red.  At  one  of  the  Manufacturer’s  meetings,  I  got  up,  and  very  loudly 
said  that  whoever  had  uaid  ouch  a  thing  about  mo  was  an  "apestoso  hi  jo 
de  perra",  or  i  you  would  prefer  to  have  it  in  English!  a  stinking  son 
of  a  b— .  TTo  one  got  up  to  contest  this.  * 

Of  Lr.  davis  of  . chvab  Davis  &  Co.,  I  can’t  say  much.  It  is  best  to 

1  nore  him  altogether.  e  wanted  to  have  the  cigar-makers  produce  the 
"PanetelaB"  *t  -113.00  er  t'-oueand,  and  th  xn  ht  he  could  do  it  by  threatening 
them.  How  little  he  knows  the  nature  of  tto  ciggr-oakersl  I  told  him 
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thrt  he  could  sooner  kill  the  cigar-rankers  of  hunger,  before  they  would 
submit  to  any  threat* 

"bet  of  the  strikes  in  Tftop a  had  been  originated  by  the  "International". 
In  the  first  strike  that  started  on  Juno  2b  th,  1910,  the  cigar-makers  de¬ 
manded  the  recognition  of  the  International.  1  headed  the  taanui'acturere 
in  the  strike  which  lo~ted  seven  months* 

This  strike  was  finally  ended  on  January  2Eth,  1911,  and  although  the 
cigar-npi.ero  lost  they  still  had  hopes  of  forcing  recognition.  n  April 
20th,  1920,  the  cigar-maker a  arain  went  on  strike,  demanding  recognition 
of  the  TJni on •  This  etrLke  lasted  ten  months,  and  I  completely  destroyed 
the  "International"  for  nil  tines. 

Another  one  of  the  things  that  was  causing  many  of  the  strikes  in 

11) 

Tarapa  was  the  tribunes.  I  advised  the  manufacturers  to  take  out  the  tribunes 
and  there  would  be  no  more  strikes.  These  tribunes  were  entirely  eliminated 
from  the  factories  through  ny  efforts. 

The  cigar  ma.in  mac  inei  are  ruining,  not  only  tho  cigar-makers,  but 
the  manufacturere  an  roll.  he  factories  must  c  ;*npote  with  other  factories 
In  the  country.  This  competition  is  ruinous.  They  are  >t»  producing  a 
very  large  sise  of  cl  nr  to  retain  at  two  for  05^.  hen  sene  are  producing 
a  real  small  cigar  in  imitation  of  \hQ  cigarettes. 

The  cigarettes  are  also  doing  a  great  deal  of  harm  to  the  cigar  industry 

/ 

Their  production  has  jumped  by  leaps  and  bounds  since  the  war.  They  are 
harmful  because  they  have  too  much  nlc  tine  and  opium,  yet  you  see  little 
kids  about  the  streets  smoking  cigarettes. 

(1)  The  tribunes  at  the  cigar  factories  were  the  platforms  where  the  readers 
stood,  and  read  novels,  news  apers,  etc.  to  th *  cigar-makers.  In  some 
Instances  the  cigar-me  ere  would  stand  here,  and  voice  their  grievances. 
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At  oiu  xim  the  factory  or  Bee  anbourg  alone  v.ao  producing  ever  eighty 
million  cigars  la  onj  year*  Today  this  former  production  is  only  a 
pleasant  memory* 

he  young  generation  is  gradually  loavin.  Tanpa*.  ion©  are  leaving  frr 
'.'ev  r leans,  ©here  taoy  are  no-  denied*  There  aro  four  factories  there 
that  are  doing  a  very  good  business*  other a  ore  leaving  for  iJee  York, 
Philadelphia,  Hew  Jersey,  ;  nd  other  parts*  inly  last  week  over  60  per-cns 
left  ar^a*  A  remedy  oa-uid  03  found  t  ict  will  reciody  this  condition* 

I  do  not  in  end  to  leave,  hor.ever,  f_r  1  liave  lived  here  practically 

ell  ciy  life  and  I  intend  to  die  with  the  cigar  indue  try  in  Tampa*  Of 

* 

the  very  first  settlers,  most  of  t'iem  aro  today  In  their  craves,  and  that 
ic  tha  only  place  where  1  could  go  to  see  them*  -niy  yesterday  I  ?;snt  to 
the  !*/rlle  111  Cemetery  to  attend  the  transfer  0 f  the  ashes  of  an  old 
friend  of  mine*  »nly  three  or  four  of  the  real  old-timers  are  left  living 

today* 
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ur~  mat  m  p 

j  ;5B  n  mu  sawlx* 


l  mo  born  In  fc  o  suburb  of  ca  fitlci*  ikt*n.;*iv  Cuba# 

f 

on  Geptonbor  £lsb«  1j70* 

I  loomed  np  nlphabtti'ftfld  first  prolialmr;  KtaoUng 
tram  ay  moti.or  o.  >J  ray  aunt*  hen  I  mo  bon  jfOfiro  t  . ./;©  I 

«aa  pat  to  work  at  tha  algor  factory  of  'lijos  do  Qabam  y 
C«*jr  -5*  o:  r'i^orioa  G»  avunu*  I  ;»orkod  iioro  as  stripporj* 

In  t-  (c  i  toraoon  •<».  en  >  *ias  Uurou/.h  oith  wor  •  l  u  .uld  ,jt» 
o*  o'  t#  fi  yJ  t-  icn  tu  school*  This  school  which 

1  ntbendod  mo  -noon  as  Ui©  "Coali’o  <Jb  rSoo  rto©  do  In 

« 

Cabana %  t  t  -  *t  tl  >o  this  ms  o  oort  of  abor  Temple  in 

#  * 

Oi.-.ieii  labor  lc  iors  not  to  ilsouao  b.joir  cU:  foront  problems* 
Hioy  aioo  hold  aoho-i  nt  nlrhi  an i  /»d  oo  o  oi  t.*©  finest 

tona  ari  In  'f±vn .■«• 

At  tool vo  ^oars  of  a  o  I  wont  co  t  o  r  tdU  known 
as  '  La  .’Oncordin  r  iioro  x?  f  k:;or  mo  oorhiuc  a  4  f.mnn* 

*  strip;  or  io  ©no  who  rooovog  ti»o  oo.tor  atom  from  the 

toboooo  lo*if • 


/ 

» 


I  remained  here  un-11  I  f»ae  14  ye  ra  of  »ge* 

On  August  of  t**©  year  1034*  I  was  oontraoted*  aa  apprentice 
o  igpr-waker  at  the  factory  of  *LI1  huevo  iando*  of  Ramiros  and 

t 

Vlllanll*  I  distinctly  remember  tliio  pluoe  as  X  received  many 
beatl  (,8*  napy  blows*  a  ui  very  poor  food*  I  iad  to  remain  here 
two  vhole  years  which  oeuaed  to  me  mete  like  two  ugoo* 

During  too  cigar  strike  at  tho  town  of  Hoyo  Colorado  In  de¬ 
mand  of  hi  her  prioes*  and  also  that  a  fixed  prloe  bo  paid  by  all 
the  cigar  factories  on  each  brand  of  oigar*  I  obtained  employment 
at  one  of  tho  ^igar  faotorioa  in  Havana*  For  the  apaoe  of  four 
years  I  worked  in  different  factories* 

Finally  in  the  year  1390,  just  a  little  lifter  the  oKinley 
Dill  wont  into  elfeot  whereby  Imported  oiu&rs  wore  subject  to  a 
high  tarlf.  *  I  ofi  :o  to  Ybor  City*  However*  I  ad  to  return  to 
yavana  in  the  following  year  duo  to  the  death  of  ay  mother* 

In  tiie  short  space  of  on©  year  that  X  had  renal  ted  in  Tampa 
X  had  foie  seen  at  t  ere  was  a  wonderful  future  here*  and  accord¬ 
ingly  X  tried  to  induce  ray  father  to  ocae  to  Tampa  with  my  two 
brothers  and  sister* 

The  first  faotory  in  which  I  worked  was  Lozano  fendaa  &  Co* 
ft  about  this  tine  1  booa  o  oo  -ewhat  enamoured  of  red  Iota  1  ideas 
in  ti£>  proletarian  field;  ideas  which  were  later  to  prove  unwise 
in  the  ocur9e  of  my  life*  oso  ndvauoed  ideas  wore*  at  the  time 

*  hen  someone  wa  ted  to  learn  thu  cigar  trade*  o  had  to  be 
•esoriturado*  or  oo  itrroted  with  t  e  nanufaotui^r  thereby  ui.d- 
ing  himseli  to  work  for  two  yours*  without  any  salary* 


\ 


•i 


.  ) 


t 


-3- 


a  jort  of  "epidemic"  a  long  tho  cigar-nakera  ,oro«  This  Is  n  natural 

thirds  ««* ong  people  of  poor  eduoation* 

) 

Inter  I  also  worked  at  the  feotory  of  Ramon  Monet*  and  0  *on 
eimnged  to  t:iO  factory  of  La  Roea  jpanol .  o f  anoo  rango*  with 

# 

wlioia  Z  had  torCod  in  Havana*  Hr*  Villa  ill  was  also  a  partner  of 

Mr*  ra'  go  at  t  at  tire* 

In  UN  yonr  1093  whan  the  war  broke  out  between  Cuba  and  Spain* 

I  r<&3  convalescing  fron  pneumonia*  of  which  dloenoo  I  wau  ourod  by 
ootor  artln  Caraballo*  '  non  t  ,o  war  or:  given  ftt  Bair©*  Cuba* 

I  was  again  working  at  t  o  factory  of  Ramon  Sonot.  ,'.c  organized 
t  o  "34th  of  obruary  Club ■  at  the  factory  of  l  onot*  and  Z  ms  ado 
Sooretry  and  < olloofcor  of  fun.a  in  order  to  help  financially  tne 
revolution  against  bpaln* 

r 

lifctlo  Inter  ft  strike  was  deolarod  at  this  factory  which 

onuaed  no  to  obtain  employment  onoe  again  at  "La  ia"  of 

r •  Mr  oiooo  Ti.vo. 

t  this  i’aoto.  y  we  or  nnlped  the  patriotic  Slab  of  "Ve  ...gadoros 
de  ;aaoo»’  (Avengers  of  n oco)*  I  was  made  President  of  the  club* 
end  was  al3o  in  u  .  i  e  of  col  loo  ting  donations  given  by  t,  e  oi^pr* 

.....  v  .  ...  ...  .  ..  .  nilfis  i  M  ss  i  sit  M  Is  I  s 

bun  ouoo* 

I  was  also  founder  of  another  political  olub  known  as  "Ornoio 
;>•  MibensV  This  was  the  nano  of  ti.«  oo  suiting  attorney  of  Marti 
(  Tuban  apostle)*  fter  this  olub  had  bom  organizod*  wo  f.unlod  an¬ 
other  olub  o  which  r*  Vi o tor  •  unoi  was  placed  as  reside  s 


•A  great  Cuban  military  horo 


Ho  was  fondly  niok- ^  >od  by  it  a  •Bl  bogadito*  (The  Little  Law yer)* 

I  ms  lurried  In  Fobru  ry  of  X3VQ  whoa  l  ms  26  yearu  of  at >• 
t  o  had  in  all  ci &\t  ohildron  who  wore  all  born  In  Ybor  City*  Three 
died*  d  wo  h  Lve  children  loft »  t  .o  b  yo*  a  1  free  iris# 
y  oldost  daughter  ms  married  here*  and  hna  four  children*  one 
Cirl.  who  is  already  a  dan  cel*  and  three  boys*  Ujf  other  two  vJlrls 
stay  fjfc  home  looking  after  t  e  home* 

JL 

X  :  nd  -t  brother  by  the  •••■  o  of  i  *  ho  left  lampa  on  n 

\ 

expedition  against  the  government  of  Spain  in  Cuba*  Be  was  killed 
in  the  year  1807  while  engaged  in  a  fieroo  buttle  In  the  province 
of  rr lento*  Cuba* 

I  have  also  another  brother  who  has  ded loo.  ted  himself  to  a 

farmer’s  life*  He  mrrriod  an  rtorlcon  girl  a  d  has  four  children* 

In  the  ,  oar  1817  a  strike  ms  declared  in  Tampa  kn  wn  as  th© 

n  oi  ht  Strike**  In  this  strike  the  oigar-aa Seers  do  uted  t  t  the 

tobacco  material  which  was  given  thorn  for  the  manufacture  of  oi.  *  ro* 

should  not  bo  .el  ..oi* 

Daring  t  is  strike  thousands  of  oi  gar -tankers  left  for  New  York* 

Key  cat*  and  Cuba*  I  also  left  for  Cuba  with  ny  wife  and  children* 

In  u.-uof  of  -lie  a  .no  y©  .r*  Ifc  rctur  .od  with  t..c  children*  I# 

myself*  can®  hack  t^u  follow! \  week*  o  found  I  t  m  could  no 
longer  o  dare  life  in  (uba  as  we  hnd  beoo  c  ao  uato  ed  to  a  life  of 
oo^fort  on8o  in  Ybcr  City  w.  ioh  wo  o^uld  not  find  in  ubu* 

Upon  my  return  I  went  to  work  with  Arango*  ftormrds  I  was 
engaged  as  olothing  sales  um  at  the  dry-goods  stoic  of  os  doklo  or 


,  ,  V 


. 


V 


\ 


. 


>  • . 


■ 


•£*< 


dam  Cats  &  Co  on  7th  ;  venue  botwuon  14th  and  15th  Streets*  I  was 
paid  a  vary  small  salary  hero*  and  had  to  vork  every  day  up  to  10 
o'clock  at  night*  uLJUo  on  Saturdays  1  ad  to  work  until  two  o'olook 

in  t  o  '.orning*  X  remained  horo  until  fc..e  year  1900 •  Two  years 
later  X  roooived  qy  oil icon ship  papers* 

hen  I  loft  the  \deua  rfets  store  I  returned  to  tno  oigar  factory* 

\  #  , 

working  for  Ybor  nnara  until  ay  of  1904* 

At  this  ti  c  rtr*  V*  13*  Balbontin  offered  rat  a  pot!  i  at  his 

burro  n*  here  I  loarnod  with  grout  c  oooas  the  art  oi  cuxlng  li  .uoro* 

1  worked  here  under  ?*r*  Louis  Ttlppenmeler*  who  taught  rao  how  to  a-  o 
the  proper  raixtuVos*  Xn  the  yeay  1906  ho  placed  ce  i.  the  barroom  oX 

'W 

t:^e  Tampa  Its m  York  hxoha.go*  which  was  owned  by  Archie  :  •  erf* 

"hail  t. <o  great  fire  swept  over  Ybor  City  on  March  1st*  I90d»  I 

« 

was  working  at  a  .other  barroom  or.  71  vo.ue  u  a  ;  aryl  and* 

In  1909  l  was  assistant  book-  v.u.cr  in  the  horse  r  003  t  .at  wore 
cclubrc  tod  in  rhmpa  until  the  season  was  over* 

In  1917  I  loft  for  Cleveland*  Ohio  beoauo©  I  could  :iot  find  work 
hero*  or  tins  I  worked  in  level md  in  several  founduries*  f tor- 

wards  I  wo.it  lo  work  at  w..o  •  tartlo  o^el*  where  entered  as  Jiah- 
wnaher  and  t  on  promoted  to  tine-kec-pur* 

hilo  working  nt  this  hotel  I  let  a  nan  who  was  soaking  a  sales¬ 
man  for  n  raedioine  wi  Loh  ho  had  just  patented  called  ndos*  It  was. 
a  sort  of  laxative  noiloine*  I  dooldod  to  o  to  Havana  a:.;  soil  t  is 

v  .  .  N 

product  there*  onr.-or*  t  .0  -mn  failed  to  comply  with  hi s  end  of  the 


- 


* 


f 


< 


* 


f 


do&l#  i  2  rotaruad  to  toigi  X  wont  to  toil  at  to  Ai,  - 

yard*  X  ©orkoi  only  f*»  u>.  t  s« 

At  about  Uile  tlao  iouls  ©p tonraolor  gtJira  m  aopioyat,  fc  &a 
fcrfrj&ik  of  t»«o  liquor  \saru;.©uso  xui.iojtod  tot-©  Florida  3rav&A£  Goi> 
pa  y*  a  boor  fuoto/y  x  ioh  ana  -  .0  propart^/  «X  too  fwily  ©X  r*  1 
v«  '•.  r;>or« 

tiilo  4ti.ll  oaployod  hero  X  waa  and©  anlaa  xaa  and  00 1  looker 

for  fcho  boar  fnetery#  utaloh  oapleyttont  I  \©li  until  Cto  yoaf  1£S0 

whan  pxohlltola  a ent  Into  eflc-ot* 

in  tola  yea  1  l  left  fc*  m>  York  Ith  duft|£%«ff  «Jofa©piUn»a 

«rh©  too  ay  oonatant  ©capaaion  In  all  ay  trip**  JYoot  o«  'crk  I 

ne  xt  ..-w  Clevol  .  ,U#  o;  &  40 tor.  x»l  tool'fcly  af  U>k  in  13^1  to  It;  <.:.vv* 

In  li»£i  i  l&ft  ^aln  to  ;e*  VOik  with  ay  daughter  Jo$ophln*»  and 

after  working  ton  at  vuiloa*  pc  4 toona  1  aa»  ibplbyWl  o 

©  1*4.  to  i.otal  ai-o-.tod  on  fcbh  r ..  *ue  .  i  3  rd  traot*  2  wor*:e'.i 

* 

i*»re  aa  diet*** x-ort  and  tonal  .ci  at  this  vaptoymxt  until  to  ye  r 

li/ftO  at  Uhieh  ii  c  i  rUttoed  to  Tiu-.pa*  'V  5*40.30  bo  JO* 

a 

Froa  lt&6  to  it.;?  i  neroed  «  t  to  the  •  too  ©f  L* Uni©  to  Italian* 

/ 

;  •  L-  11  f;  -  g  •  Vi  i  • 

JLi  i©«*7  ;r*  Joe  •  <wua  pi  .©od  t  m  r*.  »©  G©lla©tof  a  t  o 

firar  of  rblllp  '  *  loata  &  Co*»  ukleh  eoplcyuent  1  till  .-.old* 

I  used  to  arloo  *  iy  article#  fv*  t  .0  fir  at  torenan*#  pan* 
lah  novtopapor  tshloh  w&o  foanxxl  In  Ybor  City  by  x*  rraaolaeo  i« 

1  1111:*  c  t  *1  tinier  toe  irootlon  of  r«  Jcao  m.'^z  ribia#  o lied 

by  all  ©.to  Motoif  of  t..«  at off*  Jaointo  tionblaa 


1 


/- 


■ 
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In  29  i  ms  o&roul.  tlon  mas  or  of  *L«  Iraiaoolon'’  (The 
7r  nd2fioi  .n)  el;lag  wt  In  22  .  m  pool -oaolone  of  l.ds  ..panluh 
ttcwa paper*  or  the  .net  veer  I  .?<vu  be  n  uritin£  •■  rtioloo  ior 

r'j»  reneu  ,  nowsp*  or* 

Z  ms  »i©  of  Urn  f wxndore  ©i  i.  o  *  lob  i&oicn  1  *Jtobc  >o»  (tfe* 
bu.i  !%iviwml  Club)  today  knowt  <«e  t  i©  tib«n  club*  hie  predooessor 
of  the  ubnn  iub  me  nfliri  of  white  u*  black  ambers  »  eort 
of  i  ico  ita  biuok  be:  :ie*  Lore  mo  no  .iaU  set  ion  oi  »  oee*  on 
t  o  1 .  mis  ubano  (Cttbnn  blob)  .me  forsod*  however 9  UM»  •  ttegfO** 
wot  u  loft  out*  Those  ac&rooe  b.at  for-wd  taeir  o.  n  club  r.  ioh  is 
gulled  luu  c.rbi  «  oitu  bed  on  6  th  venue  v  i  12th  treot* 

2  me  nliso  K©oo*dirv  ooarctnry  for  t  o  & ^eolation  of  utnn 
•ni-xnaos  oi  t  .©  tkf  oi  in  iopenda  >oo*  I  bad  to  ronuin  «i  tale 
post  beoauM  t.  ere  me  no  one  o  mated  the  position* 


PERSONAL  HISTORY 


OF  DR.  M.  SANTOS 

Taken  verbatim 
and  Translated 
Literally 

F.  Valdex. 

I  was  born  in  Sagua  la  C-rande,  Cuba,  in  1863,  I  come  to  Key  West  eight 
months  after  my  birth.  Of  Key  West  I  remember  very  little,  I  remember  that 
my  father  had  a  bakery,  and  I  saw  many  horses*  I  remember  having  been  in  a 
private  school  which  was  more  to  keep  me  from  annoying  in  the  house. 

I  had  two  years  and  was  very  fond  of  a  lady  that  was  named  Mrs *  Fran- 
cisoa.  She  had  a  baby  boy,  and  I  was  so  jealous  that  one  day  I  grabbed  him 
by  the  neck,  and  if  he  had  not  been  taken  away  from  me,  I  believe  I  would 
have  smothered  him. 

I  was  in  Key  West  until  around  '94.  The  greatest  impression  I  had  was 
when  I  came  to  Tampa,  and  saw  an  electric  street  car.  The  impression  that 
it  gave  me  was  that  how  could  a  street  car  move  without  horses.  I  would  stand 
up  on  the  seat  and  would  ask  my  mother  where  were  the  horses,  and  she  would 
tell  me  that  they  were  behind  the  street  car.  The  first  thing  I  did  when  I 
stepped  down  was  to  go  running  to  see  where  the  horses  were. 

The  first  school  I  went  to  here  was  the  Free  School  on  8th  Avenue,  be- 

,  .k(1) 

tween  13th  and  14th,  The  mother  superior  (superiura)  ms  oailed  Mrs*  Greer, 
All  us  boys  loved  her  very  much.  I  did  not  complete  this  school. 

I  remember  that  the  Federal  Government  took  military  possession  of  the 
Centro  Espanol  when  war  was  declared  between  the  United  States  and  Spain, 

We  used  to  hollow  through  the  streets,  "Hurrah  for  McKinley,"  I  also  remem- 


(1)  I  presume  he  means  the  principal 
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(2) 

"her  that  they  used  to  sell  certain  pest  oards  with  the  "Maine"  painted. 

One  would  place  the  fire  from  a  cigarette  on  one  extreme.  The  fire  would 
travel  until  it  reached  the  Maine,  and  produoe  an  explosion. 

In  95  there  was  a  great  freeze  whioh  burned  all  the  oranges,  I  re¬ 
member  this  beoause  all  us  boys  would  go  to  search  for  oranges. 

In  98  or  99  we  went  to  Cuba  and  stayed  in  Cuba  some  three  or  four  years. 
We  came  back  to  Key  West  where  my  father  again  opened  a  bakery.  We  stayed 
in  Key  West  until  1902  or  1903,  and  I  commenced  learning  how  to  make  oigars 
at  the  factory  of  Teodore  parez.  Then  my  father  determined  to  come  to  Tampa 
again  where  he  had  properties,  and  I  continued  learning  the  trade  in  Tampa 
at  the  factory  of  "Principe  de  Cales,"  and  afterwards  in  the  one  of  San 
Martin,  where  I  finished  learning  the  trade. 

Then  I  went  to  work  in  different  places,  and  when  I  lacked  two  months 
to  have  18  years,  I  went  to  Hew  York  with  two  friends.  These  friends  did 
not  know  English  and  I  was  the  interpreter.  In  New  York  I  reached  18  years 
of  age,  I  stayed  there  some  three  months,  I  visited  the  museums  of  the 
city,  the  Museum  of  Natural  History,  the  Aquarium,  where  I  was  much  impress- 
ed  by  the  "Hipocampo, "  or  marine  horse.  I  also  saw  Caruso  sing  at  the  Grand 
Opera.  Also  the  Flat  Iron  Building.  Another  thing  that  impressed  me  very 
much  was  the  hour  of  the  rush  at  the  City  Hall,  down  town,  in  order  to  take 
the  subway.  I  also  saw  the  Brooklyn  Bridge, 

While  I  was  working  at  the  factory  of  Regensburg,  in  New  York,  I  saw 
the  first  snow  fall.  This  was  something  I  had  never  seen,  and  I  stood  at 
the  window  to  see  the  snow  fall, 

(2)  Cf.  "Remember  the  Maine," 
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I  went  to  live  at  74  street,  number  202,  where  the  Madame  was  an  Eng¬ 
lish  woman,  a  very  refined  l«.dy  and  of  pure  sentiments,  her  name  was  Redi- 
cca.  She  fondled  me  as  if  I  was  a  son  of  hers.  One  day  I  was  going  out, 
she  saw  me  with  a  roll  of  hills,  and  did  not  want  to  let  me  go  out,  When 
I  first  went  to  live  here  I  could  not  sleep  because  of  the  noise  of  the  ele¬ 
vators,  The  noise  was  so  great  that  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  sleep,  un¬ 

til  I  began  to  get  accustomed. 

The  most  difficult  problem  for  us  was  the  hour  of  eating.  I  did  not 
know  the  name  of  the  dishes,  and  I  had  to  ask  for  the  three.  They  would 
give  me  the  list,  and  I  would  read  and  read  it,  but  I  did  not  know  vrhat  it 
was.  The  only  thing  I  understood  was  ham  and  eggs,  and  we  ate  ham  and  eggs 
for  a  few  days.  Afterwards  I  would  point  out  a  dish  on  the  list  to  the 
waiter.  The  waiter  would  tell  me  the  name,  and  if  I  liked  it,  I  would  write 
it  on  a  paper. 

On  Suiidays  we  would  go  to  Coney  Island  and  my  attention  was  very  much 
attracted  to  see  so  many  people  at  the  beach. 

As  I  had.  never  left  the.  family,  I  felt  home-sick,  so  I  returned  to 

Tampa,  I  continued  working  here  as  cigar-maker.  Years  later  I  returned  to 
’Tew  York,  and  remained  there  various  years.  I  returned  to  Tampa  around  the 
year  1S11.  Then  I  went  to  Chioago  where  I  lived  various  years,  always  work¬ 
ing  as  cifoar-maker , 

« 

From  Chioago  I  returned  to  Tampa  where  I  remained  one  month,  and  then 
continued  to  Havana,  I  stayed  in  Havana  seme  five  or  six  months,  I  was  a 
policeman  some  throe  months,  and  resigned  because  the  police  were  given  very 
bad  treatment.  And  then  I  went  to  New  York.  I  stayed  in  New  York  two  or 


< 


three  months 


From  New  York  I  returned  to  Havana,  as  I  had  been  o ailed  for  a  bottling 
faotory  of  Palatino.  I  worked  as  interpreter  with  the  engineer  who  had  the 
oonstruotioa  work  of  the  bottling  faotory  of  Palatino.  I  worked  for  about 
two  months  in  that  company,  and  then  returned  to  Tampa.  I  went  to  work  at 
my  trade  at  the  factory  of  Carcia  Brothers. 

■While  at  this  faotory  I  entered  the  school  of  the  Tampa  Business  Col¬ 
lege,  and  was  tnere  some  few  months,  I  did  not  graduate  as  I  had  to  return 

to  Cuba  beoause  my  father  sent  for  me  to  put  up  a  business  of  machineries  to 

» 

fix  shoes,  whioh  was  not  carried  out  because  I  did  not  wish  to  compromise 
my  father  in  something  on  which  he  oould  lose  the  little  money  which  remain¬ 
ed  for  his  old  a^e. 

In  Havana  I  had  a  friend  of  my  infancy  whose  name  was  Dr.  Ubaldo  Ubeda, 

/ 

Optometrist.  He  advised  me  to  study  that  profession.  He  insisted  so  much 
with  a  gift  of  persuasion  which  was  inborn  in  him.  He  dominated  my  manner 
of  being,  which  is  very  indifferent,  and  I  determined  to  write  to  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Cp tioal  College  of  Philadelphia,  and  I  was  enrolled, 

I  commenced  my  studies  which  at  first'  I  thought  were  a  failure  because 
I  believed  that  I  could  not  understand  that  science,  I  must  say  that  Dr, 
Ubeda;  the  Doctor  and  Professor  of  the  University  of  Havana,  Dr.  Luciano 
Hartinez ;  Dr.  Magarita  de  ^rmas,  Professor  of  the  University  cf  Havana;  and 
also  her  husband,  Dr.  Justino  Baez,  helped  me  at  the  commencement  of  my 

studies  with  their  vast  knowledge.  I  graduated  from  said  college  with  ex¬ 
cellent  marks  in  all  the  assignments  exoept  ono. 

In  my  profession  I  believe  I  have  had  a  success  as  I  estimate  that  in 
my  work  of  optics,  at  least  in  95#  I  have  not  had  oomplaints. 
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The  business  of  optios  nowadays  is  like  a  corpse  with  life,  as  the 
competition,  so  great  and  destructive  that  the  "chain  stores"  make,  sell¬ 
ing  cheap  glasses,  and  in  many  cases  harmful  and  injurious  to  the  sight,  is 
the  principal  oause  why  this  profession  is  so  extremely  fallen.  At  the 
houses  of  the  "chain  stores"  the  glasses  that  they  soli  are  usually  spherical, 
and  it  is  proven  by  the  last  statistics  that  mors  than  50 %  of  the  people  suf¬ 
fer  from  astigmatism,  and,  therefore,  these  individuals  need  special  cylind¬ 
rical  crystals,  which  the  "chain  stores"  do  not  sell. 

As  to  the  New  Deal,  I  believe  that  it  has  been  a  failure  as  it  has  pro¬ 
tected  the  trusts  more  than  the  American  people.  Today,  the  poor  are  poorer, 
and  the  trusts  are  richer.  Another  reason;  this  is  a  county  that  is  con¬ 
trolled  by  the  trusts.  When  one  stands  on  the  street,  and  closes  his  eyes 
for  a  moment,  and  then  opens  them  and  looks;  everything,  absolutely  all  that 
one  sees  is  made  by  the  trusts.  The  automobile  that  passes  by,  the  street 
car,  the  trucks,  everything  that  one  wears:  shoes,  clothes,  etc.  When  one 
enters  a  restaurant,  he  sees  the  plates,  the  tables,  the  spoons,  all  is  mude 
by  the  trusts.  95%  of  what  one  eats  is  controlled  by  the  trusts.  The  trusts 
for  more  than  200  years  have  been  controlling  all  the  industries,  and  kill¬ 
ing  the  small  business  men.  7«re  have  reached  a  state  in  which  the  trusts  dom¬ 
inate  all,  as  they  are  the  owners  of  the  money,'  or  nearly  all  the  money  that 
there  is  in  the  United  States  . 

The  war  can  already  be  seen  between  one  trust  and  others ;  the  strongest 
v/ill  dominate  the  weaker  trusts,  and  the  oapital  will  be  reauced  to  a  few 
men  who  will  oontrol  everything. 

In  my  particular  opinion,  all  is  not  lost.  A  few  men  are  necessary,  who 
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would  have  sufficient  energy  and  intelligence  to  make  social  laws;  as  for 
example,  all  maohines  whioh  displace  ten  men,  should  give  the  salary  to 
those  ten  men.  For  example;  one  machine  can,  manipulated  by  the  number  of 
individuals  which  it  displaces,  taking  turns  by  hour.  The  Capitalist  will 
have  the  right  to  a  certain  equitable  percentage,  and  there  cannot  be  a 
Capitalist  who  oan  have  as  eajital  more  than  one  million  dollars.  All  that 
passes  this  amount  the  Federal  government  will  confiscate  it  for  the  better¬ 
ment  of  the  community. 

•The  utility  companies  should  be  the  property  of  the  communities.  All 
poor  men  who  passes  50  years  should  be  pensioned  of  the  government,  with  a 
modest  pension  ,  but  at  the  same  time  sufficient  for  the  necessities  of 
each  one. 

The  system  of  voting  in  this  country  should  be  reformed,  as  the  system 
that  exists  nowadays  is  very  antiquated  as  it  is  frustrated  in  nearly  all 
the  country.  One  of  the  principal  things  that  should  be  done  is  the  "car- 
net"  (identif ioation  card)  with  the  picture  and  finger  prints  to^  avoid  fraud. 

This  oountry  gives  more  salary  to  the  government  employees,  as  a  gen¬ 
eral  rule,  than  all  the  countries  in  the  world.  And  from  the  President  downa, 
the  salaries  should  be  out. 

It  is  my  firm  opinion  that  if  the  President  does  not  change  his  imper¬ 
ialistic  and  ante-democratio  system  with  the  people,  not  many  years  will  pass 
in  which  the  blood  will  run  here  as  in  France  when  the  revolution;  and  in 
Russia  not  many  years  ago.  For  the  same  reason  that  the  machine  cannot  be 
detained  beoause  it  is  the  progress,  neither  can  the  right  of  justice  be  de¬ 
tained  whioh  is  demanded  by  all  who  produoe. 

History  shows  us  that  6very  step  towards  justice  and  liberty  has  been 
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bathed  in  blood.  The  Amerioan  people  are  a  people  well  disciplined  and  . 
docile,  but  the  American  people  if  some  day  they  should  determine  to  shed 
their  blood  against  this  imperialistic  and  ante-democratic  system,  all  that 
passed  in  Franoe,  and  in  Russia,  will  be  a  drop  of  v'ater  compared  with  what 
will  happen  here. 

We  must  take  into  consideration  that  the  American  people  have  more  pro¬ 
gress  and  civilization  than  the  rest  of  the  world;  who  know  thoir  rights; 
who  are  aooustomed  to  eat  and  dress,  and  that  today  they  do  not  eat  nor  dress. 
The  American  people  know  that  in  the  United  States  there  is  a  surplus  of 
food;  there  is  a  surplus  of  clothing;  and  there  is  a  surplus  of  everything, 
while  he  racks  all. 

Days  before  the  NRA,  lard  was  at  ,07 ^  per  pound,  today  May  1935,  lard 
is  at  Z\q,,  and  thus  successively  all  the  artioles,  an  enormity;  but  never¬ 
theless,  the  workers  earn  less  today  than  before  the  NRA- -those  who  work — 
and  those  who  dc  not  work,  have  multiplied  to  such  an  extent  that  if  I  should 
say  that  25,000,000  workers  are  without  work  at  the  present  moment,  I  would 
not  be  mistaken. 

Not  long  ago  Clarence  Darrcw,  the  most  famous  lawyer  in  the  United  States 
of  world  fame,  made  declarations  where  he  advised  that  if  the  government 
wanted  a  success,  it  should  lean  towards  socialism.  I  know  that  this  w^ll 
not  be  done,  as  human  egotism  is  inborn  in  the  human  being,  and  as  I  have 
said  before,  all  liberty,  and  all  democracy  has  been  baptized  v/ith  blood.  I 
do  not  thiiik  of  living  when  that  will  be  carried  out,  but  I  have  the  absolute 
certainty  that  that  has  to  come  in  one  way  or  another . 

I  do  not  believe  that  Roosevelt  will  solve  this  crisis,  for  if  he  had 
wanted  to,  as  he  promised  to  the  American  people,  h6  would  have  solved  it, 
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as  the  Legislature  and  the  Senate  have  given  Roosevelt  more  power  than  any 
other  president  cf  the  United  States. 

For  more  than  40  years  I  have  lived  in  this  looality.  I  remember  from 
my  first  infanoy  how  this  looality  was  gradually  founded.  Although  small  I 
remember  Martin  Herrera,  the  founder  of  West  Tampa, 

We  lived  almost  happy,  as  earning  was  plentiful,  and  living  was  very 
cheap,  and  I  remember  that  my  father  had  the  bakery  in  which  he  made  good 
business  • 

"Tstabamos  a no ho  come  el  guaramdol  de  a  peso."  My  father  made  some 
capital  with  his  bakery,  and  I  remember  that  at  3;o0  in  the  morning,  one  of 
the  bakers  would  knook  at  the  side  of  the  house,  and  he  would  get  up  to  de¬ 
liver  the  bread  from  house  to  house.  He  did  this  work  for  thirty  years, 
and  I  have  the  certainty  that  in  the  thirty  years  ho  did  not  fail  once  to 
go  to  work,  rain,  lightning  or  thunder,  I  have  always  been  ad  admirer  of 
the  virtue  and  honesty  of  my  father. 

The  industry  grew  in  this  locality  to  such  an  extent  that  the  Havana 
tobacco,  made  by  hand  in  Tampa,  had  the  largest  credit  than  any  other  teba- 
coo  industry  has  had  in  the  United  States,  Then  the  Jews  cams  and  reformed 
the  manner  of  making  cigars,  and  make  them  by  mould.  That  system  began  to 
multiply  itself  to  such  an  extent  that  more  cigars  were  made  by  mould  than 
by  hand.  They  sold  as  made  by  hand,  and  the  consumer  was  deceived. 

Later  the  "very  scientific"  machineries  have  come  for  making  oigars 
w^loh  hav6  displaced  in  this  looality  more  than  15,0C0  operations.  The 
government  has  not  taken  any  measures  to  protect  the  worker;  who  remains 

(2)  An  expression  used  in  Ybor  City  to  signify  prosperous,  well-being  or 
equal  to  the  idiomatic  expression  of  "swimming  in  abundance." 
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with  the  arms  crossed  and  gives  the  manufacturers  all  the  opportunities  to 
assassinate  or  kill  of  hunger  their  workers. 

There  is  much  talk  about  the  liberty  of  the  United  States.  The  word 
"Liberty"  is  very  much  heard  in  the  land  cf  Unde  Sam,  but  this  word  has  its 
limits.  I  am  a  great  admirer  of  the  doctrines  of  Jefferson,  but  from  Jeffer¬ 
son  to  F.  D.  Roosevelt  things  have  changed  very  much.  That  is  to  say,  from 
Jefferson  to  McKinley,  this  was  the  greatest  oountry  because  of  its  democra¬ 
cy,  its  ideology  of  the  right  of  man;  but  McKinley  was  the  first  Apostle  of 
the  Yankee  imperialism.  From  MoKinley  to  F,  D»  Roosevelt — ail  the  presidents, 
absolutely  all,  witho-t  making  exception  of  anyone,  have  been  imperialists 
more  or  less.  It  is  necessary  to  read  the  politic  cf  the  United  States  with 
Latin  America.  The  government  of  the  United  States,  in  combination  with  Wall 
Street,  have  taken  away  and  placed,  presidents  in  Latin  America,  The  last 
step  in  the  American  imperialism  was  that  Roosevelt  plaoed  as  president  Carlos 
Manuel  de  Cespedes  in  Cuba;  and  like  Carlos  Manuel  de  Cespedes,  were  placed 
all  the  presidents  that  Cuba  has  had. 

The  people  of  Cuba  rebelled  against  that  imperialistic  politic,  and  re- 

i  _ 

moved  Cospsaes  in  a  few  hours,  and  placed  Professor  C-rau  San  Martin  as  presi¬ 
dent,  This  act  greatly  displeased  the  "democratic"  F.  D.  Roosevelt,  and  he 
answered  with  32  warships  of  the  democratic  Amerioan  marine,  to  surround  the 
island  and  take  it  by  force.  Thanks  to  Mexico  and  certain  other  Republics 
which  kept  the  Americans  from  entering  in  Cuba. 

The  order  was  given  that  the  troops  were  not  to  disembark  in  Cuba  when 
they  were  already  at  the  Morro,  In  one  of  the  ships  was  Hull,  secretary  of 
State,  to  take  charge  of  tne  government.  Cn  reoeiving  the  telegram  of  not 
disembarking*  "hizo  el  papel"^)  (literal,  he  made  the  paper)  of  going  on  a 
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pleasure  trip  to  Panama  or  other  place.  That  is  the  cause  why  I  do  not  be- 

F. 

lieve  in  the  demooraoy  of/D.  Roosevelt* 

The  mutual  aid  societies  formed  entertainments  here,  and  many  times  "se 
formaba  bulla" ^2)  (literal,  noise  was  made)  because  the  Americans  felt  a 
certain  raoial  hatred  toward  us.  These  Americans  entered  the  picnics  and 
would  get  drunk.  When  they  were  drunk  "se  metian,  "  (literal,  they  put  them¬ 
selves  in  )  the  women  in  order  to  pick  a  quarrel  (busoar  bulla) . 

One  time  in  one  of  these  picuios,  there  were  three  Americans.  I  re¬ 
member  that  one  of  them  was  called  Otto,  a  bully.  This  Otto  grabbed  a  girl, 
and  seized  her  breasts.  Her  sweetheart,  who  was  called  Mario  C-arcia,  came 
after  me,  and  told  me  what  the  American  and  the  two  others  had  done  to  his 


sweetheart.  Then  I  went  to  ask  an  explanation  of  him.  Otto  answered  in  a 

contemptuous  way,  ana  at  the  same  time  closed  his  hands  to  threaten  me. 

•  '  •  i 


(1)  Idiomatic  expression  equivalent  to  "He  played  the  part," 

(2)  Idiomatic  expression  used  in  Ybor  City  equivalent  to  "trouble  was 
created , " 


(3)  Idiomatic  expression  used  in  Ybor  City  equivalent  to  "pick  a  quarrel, " 
"to  t6ase."  This  word  "meterse"  is  a  very  loose  idiomatic  expres¬ 
sion.  In  Ybor  City  it  is  used  in  various  forms,  such  as  "fulano  esta 
metido  con  ciclana" - a  certain  person  is  in  love  with  a  certain  wo¬ 

man.  This  idiom  is  now  used  in  place  of  the  former  idiom  of  "cargar 
el  oubo"  (literal — carry  the  bucket)  to  make  love.  This  expression 
has  now  almost  completely  disappeared. 

We  also  have  "el  se  metio  con  una  mujer"--He  teased  a  lady  "especial¬ 
ly  if  it  is  in  reference  to  an  old  lady;  if  however,  it  is  in  reference 
to  a  girl  it  means  that  he  is  trying  to  make  love  to  the  girl.  We 
also  see  in  Ybor  City,  especially  among  the  boys  when  they  are  fight¬ 
ing,  and  one  should  ask  the  reason,  one  or  the  other  will  say:  "SI  se 
metio  commigo."  He  pioked  a  quarrel  with  me. 

In  the  present  case  it  means  "they  troubled  the  woman." 

This  idiomatic  word  is  also  used  iii  Ybor  City  in  place  of  the  Cuban 
Word  "piropear"  (to  flirt,  to  flatter.  Sometimes  made  use  of  inde? 
cently.2 
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Rapid  as  a  tiger  I  threw  the  first  "oimbontaze"^'1'^  with  all  my  soul.  He 
fall  behind  a  door  which  was  half  open.  The  obher  two  threw  themselves  on 
me,  and  I  answered  the  attack  with  all  the  anger  and  indignation,  with  all 
the  power  of  19  years  (more  or  less),  and  of  two  consecutive  years  of  gym¬ 
nasium. 

7; hen  this  combat  was  being  unfolded,  there  was  at  the  pavilion  more 
than  five  hundred  persons.  The  "corre  corre"^)  (run  run)  ms  terrible.  I 
continued  fighting  with  these  two  bulls  in  stature,  weight  and  age.  Then 
a  policeman  came  of  more  than  six  feet  in  height,  leaping  over  the  chairs 
to  get  to  me.  He  lifted  me  in  weight  (me  levanto  en  peso)  by  the  shoulders, 
and  placed  me  behind  a  row  of  chairs,  where  for  the  moment  I  remained  entren¬ 
ched  from  my  enemies  , 

I  ms  baptized  in  the  Cathoiio  Church  of  Segna  la  Orande,  Province  of 

Santa  Clara.  My  family  never  forced  me  to  go  to  church,  but  in  Tampa,  my 

teacher  ms  an  ardent  Catholic,  and  forced  m-  to  go  frequently  to  church. 

(4) 

"llego  a  embullarmo  tanton  with  her  stories  that  I  cam©  to  be  lay  brother 
(5) 

(monigate)  at  the  church.  Today  when  I  remember  this,  I  laugh  because  of  the 


(1)  An  idiom  used  in  Ybor  City  of  Cuban  origin,  equivalent  to  "terrific 
blow."  I. presume  it  is  derived  from  "bomba,"  a  bomb.  This  word  is 
also  used  In  a  different  sense  meaning  a  terrific  explosion,  as  when 
they  say:  "oiste  ©1  simboabazo?"  (Did  you  hear  the  terrific  explo-' 
sion?) 

(2)  This  is  another  one  of  the  idiomatic  expressions  used  in  Ybor  City.  It 
is  used  as  a  noun  expressing  rush,  or  running  for  cover, 

(3)  An  expression  -which  means  suspended  in  the  air, 

(4)  A  colloquialism  of  Cuban  original.  Its  equivalent  in  English  would  be: 
"She  enthused  me  so  much." 
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lies,  so  big,  that  they  told  me  of  the  Christian  dootrines  and  others,  I 
have  arrived  at  the  firm  oonviotion  that  religion,  as  Charles  Marx  said,  is 
"the  opium  of  the  people," 

The  writers  I  admire  most  in  the  United  States  are,  first  of  all,  Sher* 
wood  Eddy,  and  Arthur  Brisbana,  I  have  read  different  great  authors,  but  I 
had  never  read  a  book  with  so  great  an  honesty  as  the  one  Sherwood  Eddy  wrote, 
and  which  is  entitled  "Russai  Today." 

» 

I  do  not  believe  there  is  any  God,  and  neither  do  I  believe  in  any  super¬ 
stition.  Whosoever  believes  in  God  is  a  true  blunderer  (or  mistaken)  "equi- 
vocado.  Who  has  seen  this  being? 


(5)  What  he  really  means  is  alter  boy  or  aoolyte.  This  word  "monigate" 
is  very  often  used  in  Ybor  City  without  its  true  meaning,  and  very 
often  used  in  a  despioable  way  as  "tu  eres  un  monigate."  You  are  a 
monkey,  or  you  are  a  sissy,  according  to  the  inflection  used. 

(1)  Mr.  Santos  had  originally  used  the  y/ord  "berraco"  and  then  asked  to 
have  it  changed  to  "equivooado. "  The  word  "berraoc"  is  a  disrupted 
form  of  "bellaco"  meaning  deceitful.  In  Ybor  City  the  word  "berraco" 
is  very  often  used,  and  conveys  a  despioable  meaning.  It3  equivalent 
in  English  would  be  "fool." 


I  am  single.  Many  of  my  friends  ask  me  why  I  have  not  married,  and  I 
answer  them  the  truth,  that  with  the  women  I  would  have  married,  she  was  not 
worthy  of  me  because  she  ms  a  woman  of  a  "muddy  conduot,"(^  and  would  have 
been  a  very  great  grief  to  my  parents.  In  order  to  get  rid  of  her,  I  had  to 
leave  for  Havana,  so  as  to  forget  her,  for  in  Tampa  whenever  she  would  look 
at  me  with  these  great  black  eyes,  it  made  me  go  back  with  her, 

I  must  state  in  making  these  declarations  that  I  ms  one  of  so  many  fools 
that  believing  in  the  so  much  "cackled"  (caoarado)  New  peal,  and  that  I  went 
to  deposit  my  vote  for  the  one  who  is  today  President  of  the  United  States, 
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Franklin  D .  Roosevelt,  who  has  "decepoicnado"  (deoeived;  my  most  pare  illus¬ 
ions  with  respcot  to  the  solution  of  this  great  crisis  whioh  affects  " en  lo 
(4  \ 

mas  profundo, "  (in  the  most  profound)  the  people  of  the  United  States, 

(2)  Prostitute 

(3)  A  corrupted  form  of  the  noun  "decepoion",  (deception,  dec3ive,  dis¬ 
illusion),  It  is  very  commonly  used  in  Ybor  City,  although  it  is  an 
incorrect  verb.  It  can  be  termed  as  a  colloquialism, 

(4)  An  expression  conveying  the  meaning  of  "very  deeply," 


I  wish  to  state  also  that  I  will  not  vote  again  for  any  candidate  for 
President  of  the  United  States,  who  belongs  to  the  Democratic  or  Republican 
party,  as  I  believe  that  anyone  of  these  presidents  has. not  an  ideology 
really  democratic  and  just,  for  those  of  us  who  work,  and  produce,  and  are 
respectful  of  the  law. 
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PR.  fsnuiK  souto^ 

I  was  born  in  the  little  village  of  "jflcrrol  do  Gallols7*# 
Sp^in  in  June  of  1858#  I  have  reached  the  advanced  age  of 
7?  years#  J'y  father  wns  a  stone-cutter#  tolling  frbm  sun  up 
until  night#  y  mother  vr?  a  born  and  valued  in  the  country# 

I  am#  therefor^  a  plebeian#  My  parents  wore  poor  people# 
end  in  thoue  days  a  poor  man  could  only  look  forward  to  a 
very  r;:ea  Tre  education#  Thio  wna  the  education  that  X  ac¬ 
quired#  I  never  obtained  a  degree  or  title  of  u\y  kind#  I 
too  ea  ecirlly  interested  in  Universal  History  and  Geo  r  p hy# 
Thesjji  •  ere  ray  pot  studies# 

On  October  30th  of  1870#  a  f  lend  took  me  to  Havana# 
Cuba#  although  usually  the  people  from  Gtolicln  (my  o  ine© ) 
^ont  to  rgontlne  oid  Uruguay;  while  the  Asturi  nos  and 
those  from  the  region  of  Santander  rent  to  Cuba#  X  ras  then 
only  twelve  years  of  age#  Thin  friend  put  me  to  work,  at 
that  tender  age#  In  a  hat. factory  situated  in  Louts  ' rut 
o#  165#  I  woe  very  badly  treated  during  the  tire  I  worked 
at  this  place#  Part  of  my  duties  consisted  in  going  &vt,ry 
day  to  a  coal -yard  and  fetch  coal  with  which  to  heat  the 
flat  irons#  The  owner  of  this  coal-yard  wm  a  kind  and 

sympathetic  rrn#  I  nude  him  a  confident  of  all  my  troubles# 

* 

(1)  Kr»  Sou to  io  Secretary  of  the  Centra  tepanol  (  .panish 
Club)# 
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-tailing  him  of  the  ill  treatment  I  was  receiving  at  the 
hat  factory.  ihis  man  had  a  nephew  who  o’ ned  a  variety 
at ore  in  the  town  of  Santiago  de  las  /eg a a,  some  seven¬ 
teen  miles  from  Havana.  One  day,  to  my  immense  joy.  he 
took  f?if>  there  to  work  for  his  nophow.  In  a  comparative 
short -time  I  kne?  everyone  in  to’  n,  and  was  muon  eotoe.  ::«ed 
oy  11.  Here  I  passed  the  best  years  of  my  life* 

It  was  the  custom  of  the  owner  of  this  v  riety  store 
to  purchase  old  newspapers  at  a  very  lew  price*  ith 

V 

these  newspapers  ho  would  wrap  tho  different  articles 

"V 

that  were  sold*  I  remember  that  I  used  to  dig  into  this 
pile  of  old  newspapers,  reading  avidly  every  scrap  of 
news  I  could  find*  One  day,  while  looking  over  these 
newspapers,  I  came  upon  a  very  old  number  of  tne  "bacsta. 
de  la  Habana"  (gazette  of  Havana)  in  which  I  found  many 
interesting  articles  of  the  Uivil  ar  of  the  United  at&tes, 
depicting  the  various  bi  ttlee  that  had  been  fought  between' 
the  orth  and  the  South*  tfrom  then  on  X  would  seek  every 
bit  of  nova  from  the  United  States,  reading  rith  the  keenest 
internet  anything  about  Vaahington  or  hino&lni  in  fact 
anything  I  could  get  a  hold  of  that  delt,  v  ith  the  United 
states* 

I  remember  well  a  song  in  Spanish  that  once  appeared 

in  a  newspaper,  and  which  I  memorized  word  for  '  ord« 

(I  was  then  eighteen  years  of  age*) 
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30 m  TO  '  ASKXKOTOH 
*  / 

I  remember  when  very  young  a  beautiful  forehead  I  eaw, 

■  man  standing  near  your  image •  one  dry  I  dlseloeod* 
Candid ,  ignorant,  with  stuttering  lipet 
"Tho  is  he?"  I  asked,  '’His  nw  I  implore*" 

vnd  while  with  his  right  your  image  he  showed, 

V  ith  radiant  Joy,  hie  face  to  me  he  turned* 
ith  sonorous  accents,  that  pride  denoted* 

"That  is  Washington,"  he  e*id,  "for  him  I  am  tree  today#* 

U) 

t  about  this  time  I  met  a  cigar-maker  by  the  nruoe 
of  Ton  Federico#  who  had  been  in  He-  York  for  w  ny  years* 

I  told  him  that  I  wee  very  desirous  of  going  to  the 
United  nates,  but  did  not  know  *h?  t  to  do,  for  although 
I  should  be  able  to  save  a  little  money,  what  res  1  to  do 
in  He-  York  when  this  money  gave  out,  not  even  knowing 

to  speak  ISnglish*  He  then  toll  m©  that  tho  best  thing 
I  could  do  v  as  to  learn  how  to  .  m?ke  cigars*  In  that  \mnner 
I  could  easily  fi"  r*k  in  Hew  York*  I,  therefore,  da* 
cidei  to  learn  the  trede,  and  come  to  the  United  'tales* 
hen  I  imparted  my  decision  to  the  owner  of  the 
variety  store,  he  told  ne  thrt  it  was  pure  f oolharc ines®, 
that  the  eignr-rtakera  were  always  needy,  and  d.-mt  I 
should  remove  such  a  foolish  id©?-  from  my  head*  He  took 
the  ’  hole  thing  hard,  but  nothing  daunted  ne.  I  went  to 
see  t  cigar  manufacturer,  who  was  a  fiicmd  of  mine,  in 
f anti ago  4e  loo  Vegrs,  and  he  told  ne  that  I  must  pledge  ‘ 
myself  to  work  two  yrfarn  ns  •  n  apprentice#  There  and 
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then  I  signed  tho  contract,  &nd  bent  all  my  energies  to 
the  le  rning  o"  tlio  cigar  b  unities®,  vj  soon  a.i  X  loft 
the  variety  store,  the  owner  closed  that  at  ore  and 
another  branch  he  had, 

\t  the  end  of -the  t*-o  yo  *rn  I  -was  *ell  versed 
In  the  cigar  industry.  It  was  about  this  tine  that  i 
mne  across  n  friend  of  nine,  ?ho  had  been  a  c  ••worker 
ith  me  at  tho  variety  store.  He  wee  at  that  time 
pi-'!  In;  on  eettla  ?  up  a  general  vn  iety  eto  e,  and 
naked  me  if  I  valid  go  to  work  with  him.  foresaw 
that  thin  ^re  the  very  thing  I  needed  in  order  to  ob¬ 
tain  sufficient  funds  for  my  trip  to  New  York.  I  worked 
one  year  and  eleven  months  at  this  place,  during  -hich 
time  X  waved  everything  I  could, 

(l)  necuerdo  pue  my  niro,  a  un  hombre  vi  Is  fronts, 
delante  de  tu  Imogen  un  die  doscubri. 
r  ci.ndido,  ignor-//iiri,  con  l&bioo  b  loueiontess 
•t;:uien  ee"  one  decirle,  "au  n ombre  puedo  oir?" 

Y  un  t^nto  que  au  diestra  tu  ijnagen  e&nalaba, 

con  jubilo  r&dl&ate,  eu  roatro  a  mi  volvioj 

Y  con  eonoro  aesnto,  quo  orgullo  demoetrab  i 
"3s  Washington,"  me  dido,  "por  el  soy  libro  yo.H 
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.nothor  thing  that  proved  favorable  to  e  w  « 

that  lir.  Diego  Lopez  Trujillo  -  established  in 

New  York  City,  operating  a  em;  11  cigar  factory.  he 

hed  been  a  resident  of  Santiago  da  la©  Veg  o,  so  i 

procured  rayeelf  with  ns  recommendation  to  him#  9 

©oon  as  I  reached  #ew  York  City  (the  place  of  my 

dreams)  I  was  employed  by  !Sr.  Trujillo,  and  my  worries 

or  the  present  wore  over. 

One  of  the  first  thlnge  X  did  vaa  to  become  a 

citi.  on  of  my  chosen  oountry.  l.y  citizenship  per,, 

were  iasued  on  October  loth,  1386.  (l) 

It  was  in  this  same  year  that  X  married  the 

daughter  of  r.  Diego  Lopez  Trujillo#  is  had  tiiree 

ohildren  in  hew  York!  two  .laughter a  and  one  boa#  Of 

these,  t’.^o  died*  a  girl  r:nd  a  boy.  The  little  girl 

crowded 

died  of  scarlet  fever,  iue  to  a  very /apartment  house, 
which  my  brother  had  chosen  for  me.  yor  several  days 
ve  were  unable  to  bury  her  due  to  a  terrible  bli.  z«*rd, 
and  a  great  amount  of  snow  that  had  fallen.  e  hud  to 
■wait  until  the  railroad  tracks  between  Broadway  and 
'  illirjnaburg  to  Qypresn  Hill  Cemetery  had  b«  en  cleared. 

1 

(1)  Kr#  Sout 0  showed  me  the  citizenshi  paper,  approved 
by  the  Court  of  Comm  a  -loss  of  hew  York  Lit y,  a 
very  old  document  showing  yellow  in  ©or  e  places. 
Then  he  carefully  refolded  it,  and  placed  it  beck 
in  the  safe  of  the  Spanish  Club. 
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The  render  can  veil  imagine  the  anguish  we  went  through 
seeing  our  little  daughter  in  state  day  in  on*  day  cut. 

The  boy  died  hen  he  w  o  teething. 

Jiortly  nftur  my  marriage, -my  ft her- in- law  moved 
hie  little  factory  to  ley  '  eat*  There,  fortune  smiled 
at  hie  constant  efforts,  and  ho  built  one  of  the  largest 
factories  in  1  ey  est*  He  became  immensely  rich* 

In  the  year  1889  there  was  a  great  epidemic  of  "flu” 
in  ’row  York  City*  It  spreod  like  wild  fire  throughout 
the  city*  J  y  v if e  contracted  tho  disease.  end  as  a  result 
her  lungs  were  seriously  affected*  >ue  to  her  condition 
I  found  it  impossible  to  allow  her  to  remain  in  New  fork 
City  during  the  winter  months,  so  I  took  advantage  of  tin 
invitation  from  my  fnther-ln-law  to  come  to  ay  est  vith 
my  wife  and  onl  remaining  daughter  and  pans  the  winters 
there,  as  tho  climate  was  very  temperate* 

Upon  my  arrival  in  Key  Vest  vith  my  wife  and  little 
daughter.  I  found  that  a  strike  had  been  declared  in  all 
the  cigar  factories*  The  cigar-makers  were  demanding 
1*00  increase  per  thousand  on  the  cigar  brands,  and  also 
that  a  Regulation  Coimittee  be  appointed*  dee  in ;;  this 
state  of  affaire,  end  realizing  that  if  I  remained  there 
1  would  be  living  off  my  fnther-ln-law.  I  decided  to 
return  to  New  York,  and  leave  my  wife  and  daughter  in 
;  ey  eet .  until  winter  was  over* 
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On  ray  way  to  Eat?  York,  hovever,  I  passed  tiurough 
T  mpa,  and  noted  that  everyone  veil  satisfied  and 
working  hard*  Here  I  found  an  old  friend  of  mine  frora 
Mew  York,  Mr*  Enrique  iendas  of  the  factory  of  Lo  ano 
Pen  das  ’  Co*  Talking  with  him,  he  shoved  roe  the  many 
advantages  in  Tampa,  and  prevailed  upon  me  to  remain* 

f 

I,  therefore,  decided  to  at  ^y  here  and  vork  for  r* 

Pendae*  When  winter  was  over,  I  rent  back  to  Key  West 
for  my  family,  and  fron  there  returned  to  Blew  fork  City, 
There  I  ent  to  *  or  at  the  principal  factory  of  hr* 
nrique  on  dr  a  which  wn o  situated  on  earl  street* 
i  everol  years  afterwards,  however,  :  r*  i'endas  removed 
that  factory,  and  enlarged  the  one  in  Tampa* 

In  the  winter  of  1890,  my  rife  once  .ore  took  sic*., 
and  I  hurried  her  off  to  Key  Vest*  I  remained  alone  in 
New  York,  and  experienced  the  severest  cold  weather  tiiat 
I  can  remember*  X  would  think  of  the  wonderful  winter 
1  had  passed  in  Tampa,  and  remember  that  ’*hile  winter 
was  at  its  worse  in  New  York,  the  f lovers  bloomed  here* 

.  I  felt  something  akin  to  homesickness  for  T' mpa,  although 
I  had  spent  only  a  few  months  here*  One  day  while  look*- 

•  I 

ing  over  the  various  things  of  my  wife,  and  rhioh  goes  to 
make  a  home,  I  decided  that  I  would  not  remain  another 
day  in  New  York*  I,  therefore,  wrote  to  ra.  wife  saying 
that  X  v€lo  leaving  for  Tampa;  bade  "good-bye"  to  all  iqy 
friends  in  New  York,  and  a  -rived  here  in  January  of  1891* 
Jince  then  X  have  remained  here  for  good* 
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I  tun  surrounded  Here  by  friends*  even  the  "paving  stones" 
in  all  Ybor  City  knar  no,  Vy  rife  roe  finally  curod  here*  ^he 
presented  me  with  another  son  here,  v&o  ie  nor  31  years  old* 

y  daughter  me  married  hero  and  has  three  eons*  The  old¬ 
est  is  working  for  hykes  Stir  others!  another  one  has  r  poultry 
mar  et|  and  the  youngest  is  studying  radio*  They  do  not  loiter 
about  t  .e  street s*  smoking  cigarettes*  and  using  profane 
language*  like  most  of  the  youths  of  today  in  Ybor  City,  lacy 
earn  vhat  they  eat*  They  hare  been  brought  up  properly* 

?'y  son*  who  was  born  in  Tampa*  is  married  apd  has  three 
small  boys*  He  works  at  the  factory  of  Santaelln  as  picker* 
and  is  much  esteemed  there* 

•  "  *  . 

I  worked  at  the  factory  of  Lozano  lendas  Co**  up  to 

the  time  the  factory  was  consumed  by  fire* 

In  Hew  York  I  had  been  working  with  Hr*  Guest  a*  1  r*  Ray* 
r*  r.ant  sells  and  several  others*  They  had  boon  cigar-makers* 
inco  then  the  above  mentioned  men  became  great  ci gar 

manufacturers  in  Tampa*  * 

hen  the  factory  of  Lozano  Fendao  M  Co*  lias  been  de¬ 
stroyed  by  fire*  I  went  to  work  with  Hr*  Guest r.  He  was 
then  part  owner  of  the  Cuesta-Ballard  t*  Co*  which  was 
situated  where  Hav-n-Tarapa  is  today  located!  corner  22nd 

•  treat  and  10th  venue*  Kile  working  nere  the  eigar- 

(1) 

makers  requested  that  I  read  to  them*  I  took  up  these 

(1)  A  reader  at  the  cigar  factory  is  one  who  roads  novels* 
stories*  newspapers*  etc**  while  the  cigar-makers  we 
" orking*  It  was  instructive  nd  educational*  yet  the 
manufacturers  abolished  it*  The  cigar-rockers  went  on 
strike  but  lost*  It  was  abolished  November  27*  1931* 
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duties  willingly*  making  cigars  part  time  and  re  din,  t  other 

I 

times*  I  uoed  to  translate  for  them  the  "Hew  York  Icrr  id" . 
"The  Pit lac;  *  of  Jacks  nville,  md  "Trie  Tampa  J;  iiy  11  ,ea"  . 

Later  !‘r,  Guests  separated  from  Mr*  &  Hard,  setting 
up  a  cigar  factory  with  Mr*  Rey  in  Teat  Tampa*  X  went  with 
Kr*  Cuesta  and  worked  for  him  for  over  treaty  years*  re  ding* 
translating  and  making  cigars*  all  within  the  days  work* 

great  friendship  sprung  between  Tr.  *uesU;  and  rvself* 

&  friendship  that  had  started  in  He*  York*  Ithough  he  is 
nor  very  old*  feeble*  and  barely  able  to  g  t  around*  ha  comes 

V 

to  the  Spanish  Club  in  his  car  to  see  me*  u  he  is  un&bie 
to  get  out  of  the  car  without  help*  he  usually  sends  in  the 
chauffeur  to  let  me  know  t..rt  he  is  here*  I  then  go  out  and 
hare  a  nice  little  chat  with  him* 

I  res  app  i  ted  Secretary  of  the  Centro  Sspanol  in  the 
year  1900*  and  Barred  until  1906*  In  1906  I  rent  back  to 
work  at  the  cigar  factory*  However,  in  1916  I  was  again 
recalled  to  the  Spanish  Club.  Since  then  1  hare  held  this 
position  permanent ly.  (l) 

t 

I  hare  a  brother,  now  70  yearo  of  age*  living  at  Falls 
Village,  Connecticut*  He  is  a  true  Yankee*  and  a  great  d- 

cirer  or  .  Roosevelt* 

I  hare  al  ays  dressed  ~ithin  my  means*  or  in  other  words, 
I  wear  only  that  for  which  I  am  able  to  pay*  :  ot  like  many 

who  go  about  dressed  like  a  "millionaire"*  without  a  cent  in 

*  / 

% 

their  *poc  :et  and  o*  ing  money  to  every  store  in  Tampj.* 

(1)  r.  iouto  is  considered  by  many  as  "Fermin*  the  secretary 
without  an  equal"* 
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Upwards  of  2,000,000  hare  passed  through  my  hands  since 
1  hr  re  been  Secretary  of  the  Centro  a’spanol,  and  alt nough  it 
has  nerer  been  requested  of  me,  I  hare  placed  myself  under 
bond  with  two  companies* 

K&ny  of  our  members  are  unable  to  pay  their  monthly  fee, 
at  they  are  not  ttilll I tj ■  However,  we  do  not  cast  him  aaide 
because  toe  effects  of  the  deprestion  here  reached  him*  e 
administer  medic  1  rid  and  medicine  whenever  he  is  sick*  Ihe 
receipts  unpaid  of  the  Club  sum  up  to  f2,997*  "The  Seccion 
de  ropaganda",  a  department  of  the  Club  that  takes  care  of 
investigating  all  unpaid  receipts,  paying  the  receipts  of 
those  who  are  out  of  work,  has  paid  nearly  all  of  the  above 
sum,  and  haring  a  balance  nor  of  949*00* 

On  llarch  27th  we  paid  for  doctors  and  help  at  the  Sana* 


torium  ao  follows* 

u) 

doctors . * . .  1,331.66 

Anployeeo  of  the  Sanatorium****** *  323*00 

H.ato.SS 


It  Will  be  noted  that  I  paid  this  amount  four  days  before 

the  end  of  the  month* 

^iny  of  the  members  have  so  much  faith  in  am  that  they  giro 
me  their  money  to  e^re  for  them*  (2) 

(1)  Of  this  amount  Dr*  -niello  receives  1575*00  monthly  for 
his  services  as  Kedical  Director*  Other  doctors  and 

assistants  receiving  from  75*00  to  175.00* 

(2)  Kr*  Souto  has  asked  me  to  insert  the  following  clause 
of  the  Clubi 
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"The  objects  of  thl3  corporation  shall  bo  to  rendor  volun- 
t rry  assistance  and  relief  to  all  worthy  members  in  c  ae 
of  misfortune  or  distress,  to  extend  to  them  educational 
facilities,  and  to  encourage  end  pronote  among  them,  end 
their  families,  recreation  and  socil  intercourse!  but  in 
no  c»  ee  shr  11  any  member  be  entitled  to  or  receive  any 
pecuniary  gain  or  profit  from  sny  of  the  operations  or 
transactions  of  the  Corporation.  Its  rincipal  office 
shall  be  in  the  City  of  Twnpa,  County  of  Hillsborough 
and  the  State  of  i>*lorida,  but  its  establishments  for 
relief,  recreation  or  entertr inment  may  be  located  any* 
rhere  in  the  tr  id  county  of  Hillsborough. * 

y  personal  opinion  of  the  cigar  industry  is  that  it 
is  going  from  brd  to  rorse.  If  conditions  are  not  r  erect  led 
soon  in  Ybor  City,  rill  soon  be  in  th«  deplorable  con¬ 
dition  Key  'eat  found  itself  recently.  The  machineries 
for  making  cigars  are  at  the  root  of  all  this  evil.  Over 
600  women,  vho  to  re  employed  as  cigar  banders,  have  been 
thrown  out,  due  to  the  cigar  banding  machine.  Countless 
numbers  of  cigar-makers  are  today  unemployed  due  to  ci  y  r- 
making  machines. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  cigar  manufacturers  here  try  to 
compete  vith  the  manufacturers  of  the  north  in  the  produc  ¬ 
tion  of  cheap  cigars.  At  That  cost,  however,  to  the  few 
Cuban  and  Spanish  cigar-makers  who  are  working.  These  expert 
cigar-makers  are  forced  to  work  with  the  ^orst  tobacco 
material  obtainable.  The  manufacturers  pay  them  a  .iaer- 
able  wage  in  order  to  compete  with  the  cheap  cigars,  pro¬ 
duced  by  machineries,  in  those  northern  cities. 

The  manufacturers  are  now  purchasing  only  the  small 
leaves  from  the  lower  stem  of  the  tobacco  plant,  which  is 
nothing  but  trash,  k  decent  cigar  cr  nnot  be  made  from  such 
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a  small  loaf*  Ihe  purchase  of  the  fine  " vuelt. -uoaj o ' 
tob  coo  has  reached  ouch  a  lo.v  mr*  1  that  the  government 
of  \Jub  is  seriously  considering  the  suppression  of  plant* 
ing  till j  good  tobacco  for  t**c  coning  your. 

I  an  reminded  of  a  .conversation  between  a  /reach 
peasant  and  an  merican  tourist  in  lYancei  In  ids  travels 
the  tourist  came  across  the  JYench  peasant,  who  was  pa¬ 
tiently  plowing  hio  field  •  ith  the  help  of  au  ox  and  an 
old  tine  wooden  plow.  The  tourist  was  greatly  astonished 
at  this  primitive  form  of  plowing  the  fiela,  and  said  as 
inch  to  the  peasant,  who  replied*  "iYance  consumes  nil  the 
wheat  produced  in  this  oountry  and  in  its  co  onies.  t.hils 
there  is  one  bushel  left,  France  will  not  purchase  from  any 
other  country.  «e,  therefore,  sell  the  bushel  for  l.uO, 
while  the  United  States  with  all  the  macnineries  plowing 
the  fields,  cutting  and  handing  the'  heat  out  in  bushels, 
have  had  tc  sell  as  low  as  50 f£  per  bushel,  inis  has  never 
happened  in  franco."  * 

I  do  not  ish  to  be  interpreted,  however,  that  1  am 
averse  to  *  11  forms  of  machineries.  I  realise  the  great 
step  forward  that  hae  been  taken  by  me  -no  of  thorn.  i'ost 
machineries  have  bettered  the  condition  of  the  people,  but 
others  have  proven  detrimental. 

*  t 

H?ny  of  my  old  friends  are  today  in  desperate  me  .n8, 
and  whenever  I  meet  thorn  I  stand  them  a  cup  of  coffee,  a 
sandwich  or  tiny  other  thing.  'any  are  the  tines  that  t  .ey 
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cone  to  my  office,  find  I  imnedintely  dig  into  my  par  .r.t 
end  hand  then  out  a  dollar. 

I  pm  earning  only  a  snail  salary,  yet  I  manage  to 
on  re  whatever  I  can#  "very  month  1  send  something  to  ay 
brother  In  Connecticut,  as  he  ha  a  been  suffering  from  the 

etomrch  for  any  years# 

•  " 

hat  salary  I  earn  at  the  Spanish  Club  is  paid  me  us 
bookkeeper,  not  as  Secretary  as  no  official  of  the  Club 
receives  one  cent  for  his  services#  They  render  their 
services  for  love  of  the  club,  and  not  because  of  any 
pecuninry  gain# 
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